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Introduce ion
This six volume record is the work of four people. Colonel Campbell C. 
Johnson, U.S.A., of whom collected them all, Dr. Dorothy B. Porter who pre­
served the files of other clippings enabling the security of the Johnson 
Collections, Mrs. Cornelia Stokes who has an unfailing faith in the scholar­
ship potential of a properly maintained vertical file, and last but not least 
myself because of my unquenchable interest in chronicling the achievements of 
our Armed Forces Command and Flag Officers.
It is the intention of this project to provide researchable records on 
the five distinctly Black sections of the World War II fighting forces. They 
are the 92nd Division in Italy and Sicily, the 93rd Division in India and the 
Solomon Islands, the Army Air Corps’ fighting Pursuit Squadrons in Tunisia, 
Anzio and over Berlin, the Tank, Artillery and Engineer outfits in Belgium, 
France and England, and lastly, the services performed by the WAACS, WAVES, 
Nurses and SPARS, as well as the Navy/Marine Corps teams in the Pacific.
Newspapers bring home the real story. Reporters who were there usually 
are the ones who will determine if the factual events are to be brought to 
light, or stretched beyond belief for the unscrupulous intention of just to 
sell newspapers. Only in a few clippings is there blatantly misleading 
headlines. Although this was tempting because of the monopoly the Negro 
press had on Black war news, fortunately for us they reported our stories 
with great honesty, sincerity and sympathy.
Howard University Museum Howard University Archives
Furthermore, it is hoped by the author that this two-year project would 
inspire and encourage actual veterans to contribute items to enhance its 
magnitude, scope and authenticity.
Newspapers never lie. They are sometimes however, a little short on 
telling the truth! Anyone who reads these volumes will undoubtedly be 
enlightened by the truth they see before their eyes that has not been * 
available since 1881-the date of the very first clipping.
Because of his position at the Selective Service, Colonel Johnsons' access 
to* the press enabled many copies of the same story from many sources. 
It is indeed fortunate for us that such a visionary person as he was wise 
enough to gather all the information available and, at least store it away 
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JOHNSON, CAMPBELL CARRINGTON <1895- 
1968), army officer and social worker. He Was born in 
Washington, O.C., on Sept. 30, 1895, the son of the 
Rev. William Henry and Ellen Berry (Lee) Johnson. His 
father served at different periods as pastor of Israel Bap­
tist Church in Washington, and Beuiah and Liberty Bap­
tist Churches in Alexandria, Va. The young Johnson 
received his education in those cities. Following his 
graduation from Washington's M Street High School in 
1913, he worked at various jobs to earn college tuition, 
enrolling in Howard University in the fall of that year. 
When he Was forced by lack of funds to withdraw 
before the school year was over, he returned to work, 
but reentered Howard in 1915. His education was in­
terrupted once again in 1917 by World War I. He 
volunteered, and entered the Officers Training Corps at 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa, receiving his commission as first 
lieutenant of infantry on Oct. IS , 1917. He was as­
signed to the 350th Field Artillery at Camp Dix, N.J., 
where he organized and commanded Battery A, the 
war's first battery of field artillery composed of Negro 
troops. He served as commander until 1918 when all 
Negro officers in the regiment were relieved of com­
mand. The organization left for overseas duty under 
white officers who had been attached to the regiment 
for several weeks and had trained under its Negro offic­
ers. He was transferred to Washington to assist in the 
organization of the Student Army Training Corps In­
structors' Camp at Howard University, where he served 
as senior military instructor until the unit's demobiliza­
tion on Dec. 21, 1918. In November of that year he 
married Ruby Etta Murray, of Alexandria, Va., by whom 
he had one son, Campbell Carrington Jr. After the Armi­
stice he received orders to assist in the organization of 
the Reserve Officers' Training Corps unit at Howard 
University. The organization was completed on Feb. 3, 
1919, and with the rank of captain he taught military 
science and tactics there. Following his discharge from 
the service later that year, he was appointed to the 
section in the Bureau of War Risk Insurance (now the 
Veterans Administration) which handled insurance and 
compensation claims of Negro veterans. He was later 
made chief of this section and served until he resigned 
in 1923.
In 1920 he received a B.S. degree from Howard Uni­
versity's College of Liberal Arts and in 1922 an LL.B. 
degree cum laude from its School of Law. He was 
admitted to practice before the North Carolina and Dis­
trict of Columbia bars in 1922, and during the years 
1922 to 1926 he maintained a limited law practice in 
the District of Columbia.
In 1923 he became executive secretary of the 
Twelfth Street (later the Anthony Bowen) Branch of the 
YMCA of Washington, a position he held for seventeen 
years. It was during his administration that this institu­
tion showed steadily increasing progress In every de­
partment. His success resulted in his being made direc­
tor of a training institute for Negro YMCA secretaries 
held at Bordentown, N.J. During this period he was also 
active in community organization and race relations in 
Washington. He was one of the first to see the advan­
tages of the Community Chest method of fundraising 
campaigns. He assisted in the organization of the dis­
trict's Community Chest, and as a member of its original 
Board of Trustees, obtained from this body a formal 
statement of policy that it would operate without dis­
crimination as to race or color. He helped organize 
neighborhood settlement bouses sustained by the chest
in the southeast, southwest, and northwest sections of 
the city. Concerned about their lack of recreational 
facilities, in the summer of 1932 he established a camp 
for Negro boys of Washington. He operated it for one 
season with voluntary contributions. The following year 
he persuaded A. E. Lichtman, a Washington theater 
owner; lo donate funds lo establish an improved facility 
to be known as Camp Lichtman. Through his efforts this 
camp was later moved to a more desirable site provided 
by the Interior Department. He spoke throughout the 
city advocating tire admission of Negro churches to the 
Washington Federation of Churches (later the Council 
of Churches). After first turning down the proposal, the 
federation not only agreed to admit them, but later 
became one of the strongest factors in desegregation in 
the city. From 1939 to 1960 he was a member of the 
Board of Parole of the District of Columbia, serving as 
chairman for the last fourteen years. From 1932 to 
1947 he served as instructor in social science in the 
School of Religion at Howard University. Although in­
terested in many phases of social welfare, housing was 
his principal and continuing interest. He considered ad­
equate housing basic to the solution of some of the most 
serious social problems. He was One of the organizers 
of the Washington Housing Association which dealt, in 
an advisory capacity, with problems of public housing 
in the district.
In 1940 Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed him 
executive assistant to Gen. Lewis B. Hcrshey, the direc­
tor of Selective Service, National Headquarters, Wash­
ington. He was assigned to this civilian Selective Service 
job as a member of the army since he had remained 
active in the U.S. Army Reserve from the time of his 
discharge in 1919 until this recall to duty. 8y 194 J he 
had attained the rank of colonel. His duties with Selec­
tive Service included interpreting the system to persons 
affected by K. His many speeches and public statements 
directed to Negro veterans showed his concern for their 
successful readjustment to civilian life. He was an effec­
tive member of the Committee on the Participation of 
Negroes in the National Defense Program <1940- 
1942), which persuaded President Roosevelt to assign 
eligible Negro reserve officers to new Negro regiments 
and to give Negroes an opportunity to earn reserve 
commissions,, if officer candidate schools were estab­
lished for selectees (Franklin D. Roosevelt to Rayford 
W. Logan, chairman, Nov. 7, 1940, Roosevelt Papers, 
Hyde Park, N.Y.).
In March 1946 he was awarded the Army Commen­
dation Ribbon; in May of that year he was awarded the 
Army Distinguished Service Medal" for exceptionally 
meritorious service in carrying out Ms military assign­
ment. In the citation accompanying the award, he was 
declared responsible for the solution of problems per­
taining to the rights, privileges, and obligations of minor­
ity racial groups affected by the Selective Training and 
Service Act, approved Sept. 16, 1940. In 1947 he was 
assigned as executive assistant lo the director, Office of 
Selective Service Records. In 1948, at the time of the 
reorganization of the National Headquarters, he was 
assigned as assistant to the director. Selective Service 
System.
In June 1950 ho was appointed by President Truman 
as a member of the National Capital Housing Authority 
and later was elected its vice-chairman. He secured 
from this body the passage of a resolution ending offi­
cial segregation in public housing in the District of Co­
lumbia.
In 196-1 he was assigned as assistant director of the 
Selective Service System. His duties consisted of super­
vision of the administrative functions of the system, 
including organization, management, personnel, incen­
tive awards, supplies, printing, statistics, and race rela­
tions. At the time of his death he held this position with 
the rank of a senior colonel on active duty in the U.S. 
Army. His death at his home in Washington on Aug. 22, 
1968. followed a heart attack. Buried with full military 
honors at Ariington National Cemetery, he was sur­
vived by his widow, his son, Campbell Jr., his sister 
Eudora H. Winters, five grandchildren, and other rela­
tives.
In 1968 a posthumous Legion of Merit and Distin­
guished Service Award was presented to his widow and 
son. He was cited for inspiring leadership, for contribut­
ing significantly to the successful mission of the Selec­
tive Service System, and was lauded as a pioneer in 
equal opportunity for minorities.
His papers contain a wealth of information and his 
personal views on a large number of vital issues. For 
instance, he stated on June 7, 1950, with respect to the 
Negroes at the Officers Training Camp, Fort Dos 
Moines, Iowa (1917), that "the Government was still 
undecided whether to commission those Negroes who 
had now fulfilled all the necessary training require­
ments." If the trainees desired to remain another 
month, by that time the army would have made up its' 
mind. Some good men, many of whom had left jobs 
and families, quit in disgust. By the end of the additional 
month the War Department "did determine that it 
would use a certain number of Negro officers in a sepa­
rate division." In a memorandum of March 4, 1941, he 
had suggested that specially trained Negro reserve offic­
ers might be utilized in the new Negro units. A few 
weeks later (March 21, 1941) he criticized the lack of 
opportunities for Negroes to attend West Point and An­
napolis— none had graduated from the Naval Academy 
and none between Charles Young in 18B9 and Benja­
min O. Davis, Jr., in 1936, from West Point.
Johnson pointed out on Aug. 28, 1942, that the high 
degree of illiteracy among Negro selectees could be 
reduced by utilizing Negro educators in the South— yet 
he was the only Negro present at a meeting to discuss 
the subject. He further emphasized that federal funds 
would have to be used since states could not be de­
pended on lo help reduce illiteracy.
At least as early as February 1944 he was concerned 
about the postwar world. Young i>ooplo did not want to 
be subjected to a "way of life where honor, decency 
and lair play are unknown." A year later he stated that 
discrimination by manufacturers, labor unions, anti in­
dividuals had not disappeared "as though by magic." 
Even so, "w e must not let this fact deter us from our 
duty, nor weaken our loyalty" but should "continue to 
press for the removal of all" disabilities. Achievement
of this goal "may be one of the significant factors In 
determining whether America actually won the war!" 
He pointed out In November 1944 that Negroes In 
service units had learned skids which would be hefpfcrf 
after the war was over, whereas those in combat train­
ing had "been taught skills in killing and maiming which. 
It Is hoped, they will speedily forget upon their return."
Two of Johnson's other major interests included 
housing and home rule for the District of Columbia. 
With respect to housing, he stated on Feb. 1, 1951, as 
a member of the National Capital Housing Authority, 
that the question In Washington was not whether there 
should be integration, but how it should be done. On 
Nov. 14, 1952, he wrote that "there are no sound 
reasons against permitting the residents of the District of 
Columbia to govern themselves."
Johnson was a man of great intellectual integrity, with 
high standards of conduct for all, himself included. In 
his personal relations he was invariably charming and 
amiable. The functions he performed were both difficult 
and controversial because he stood between those too 
slow to change and those who seemed too much in a 
hurry for change. From both groups he gained respect 
and concessions which brought change where there 
had been little before. He was a man of dynamic energy 
whose activities within his community were numerous 
and varied. Forty-eight civic, social welfare, educa­
tional, and religious organizations with which he had 
been affiliated presenter! him with a scroll in recognition 
of twenty-five years of distinguished service to the 
Washington community.
Sources of information include materials provided by 
his son and his sister, Eudora H. Winters. A major por­
tion of his voluminous papers is in the Moorland-Spin- 
gam Research Center, Howard University, and contains 
an informal, unfinished autobiography, copies of his 
speeches, published articles, and numerous clippings 
about his career. See also Who's Who in America 
(1966-1967), Rayford W. Logan's Howard University: 
The First Hundred Years. 1367-7967 (1969), and the 
Howard University Record (vol. 13, May 1919).
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S M IT H , J O H N  W E L L M A N .
"E y e s”  comes from Kentucky. Tau Delta Sigma 
lie  attended Hampton Institute. Also Oliio State 
University. During the war was Regimental Ser­
geant Major, 8th 111. Candidate for Officers’ 
Training School. “ Aim  high.”  W ill practice law 
in ( )hio.
J O H N S O N . C A M P B E L L  C A R R IN G T O N .
District of Columbia. Omega Psi Phi. Graduated* 
from Dunbar High School; also Howard Univer­
sity, B. S. Degree. Member of American Legion, 
Veteran Relief Officer. Member of Negro Ameri­
can Veterans of the W orld W ar, National Vice 
Chairman. Commissioned First Lieutenant, O . R. 
C , Dcs Moines. Iowa, 1917. Battery Commander, 
Battery A , 350th Field Artillery. Senior Military 
Instructor, S. A . T . C., I toward University. Com­
missioned Captain, Infantry, U . S. A . Member 
of the Stylus Kappa Sigma Delating Society, 
Alpha Phi Literary Society. “ Viani reperiam an 
faciam.”  H as not determined where he will prac­
tice law.
S Y K E S , H O R A T IO  C.
Hails from Virginia. Tau Delta Sigma. Attended 
public schools o f Virginia. Also graduated from  
Norfolk Mission. W a s Associate Justice, Tau  
Delta Sigma. Meml>er o f Masonic Lodge. W as  
employed in the Dujxmt Powder Plant during the 
recent war. M otto: “ Nothing but the best is good 
enough." W ill practice law in Virginia.
Promote Major Johnson To 
Lieutenant Colonel In Army
WASHINGTON—The War 
Department announced this 
week the promotion on May 
13, 1942, of Major Campbell 
C. Johnson to Lieutenant 
Colonel in the United States 
Army, to rank from Feb­
ruary 1, 1942.
Colonel Johnson, executive as­
s i s t a n t  to 
Major O e n - 
eral Lewis B.
Hershey. di­
rector of the 
Selective Ser- 
v i c e  System, 
will continue 
for the pres­
ent in that 




Commissioned a first lieutenant 
October 15, 1917, during World 
War 1, Colonel Johnson was pro­
moted to the rank of Captain a 
year later. In  1919 he was de­
tailed to organize the reserve of
professor or military science and 
tactics at that institution.
September 11, 1989, he was 
appointed a major In the or­
ganized reserve corps, XJ. S. 
Army, which rank he had 
held until his present pro­
motion.
Colonel Johnson was, at the 
time of his appointment as execu­
tive assistant to the Selective Ser­
vice director, executive secretary 
of the Twelfth Street VMCA here. 
BAR MEMBER
He is a member of the bar of
the District of Columbia and 
North Carolina; member of the 
Board of Xndetemlnate Sentence 
and Parole of the District oi  Co­
lumbia; national director of the 
O m e g a  Psi Phi Fraternity's 
Achievement Project, and a mem­
ber of numerous civic and public 
welfare organizations •
His appointment as executive 
assistant to Major Oeneral Her­
shey in October, 1940, was wide­
ly acclaimed. Appointed to his 
position before the first d raft 
registration, Colonel Johnson was
_____— „_____ —  -- ------------ instrumental in seeing to it that
fleers training corps at Howard Negroes got in on the ground 
University, and bacame the first ^  the Selective Service Sys-'
tem.
HELPED RACK
( Through his influence and rec­
ommendations, Negroes occupy 
positions in the Selective Service 
System as government appeal 
agents, draft board members and 
chairman, medical examiners, and 
In all other capacities for which 
they are qualified. ,
I t  is thought that the activity 
of Colonel Johnson has been the 
reason why the Seleotlve Service 
System has been practically void 
of racial discrimination in any 
part of the country.
<Sr U  v < iE " ~  
fAfcV 23
D A V ISL O N E L  I NIAMin





3 Negro Leaders 
Take Defense Posts
WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 
—Three Negro leaders to 
aver important defense p< 
were appointed yesterday.
First, President Roose 
moted Colonel Benjamin
to become ------------------- '
first Negro 
the army’s ______
Then, Clarence A. Dykstra, t 
tional selective service director, 
announced he had named Major 
Campbell Johnson, Negro educator 
and former professor of sociology 
at Howard University here, as an 
executive assistant.
A few minutes before midnight, 
the War Department said that Mr. 
Roosevelt had appointed Judge 
William H. Hastie, dean of the 
Howard University Law School, as 
civilian aide to the Secretary of 
War. Hastie, Harvard Law School 
graduate, will be "concerned with 
the development and administra­
tion of policies looking to the fair 
and effective utilisation of Negroes 





WASHINGTON—The W u  De 
ment ha* announced the promo 
of Major Campbell- b. Johnson to 
Lieutenant Colonel In the United 
States Army, to rank from February 
1, H41. \
Colonel Johnson, Bxeeutlvt Assist 
tant to Major General Lewi* B. Her- 
shey, director of the Selective Serv­
ice system, will continue tdr the pres­
ent In that position.
* Commissioned a first lieutenant 
October <lt, 1917, during World War 
I, Colonel Johnson was promoted to 
the rank of Captain a year later. . In 
l t l t  he was detailed to organise the 
Reserve Officers Training CMpa* at 
Howard University, became the 
first professor of Military Science and 
Tactics at that institution. Septem­
ber i i ,  1939, hs was appointed a Major 
in the organised reserve corps, U. S. 
Army, which' rank he had held until 
his present promotion.
1 Colonel Johnson was, at Um  time 
or his appointment as BkscuUvs As­
sistant to th* Selective Service Di­
rector, Acecutivs Secretary of the 
Twelfth Street YMCA here. He is a 
member of the bar of the District of 
Columbia and North Carolina! mem­
ber of th* Board of indeterminate 
Sentence and Parol* of th* District 
of Columbia; National Director of His 
Omega Fit Fhl Fraternity’s Achieve­
ment Project, and a member of nu­
merous «civic and pUblio welfare or­
ganisations. \ -
--------- - »  Colored Ju d fe -----------
K Q r O -  | \ n \ e R . ' C A iO
«
9
MaJ. Gen. ttershey of thg'selective 
service system, aisutpe<J. his hew 
rank last : week • *ith ' no ‘ other 
changes in bis duties noted.. Cot. 
Johnson, long known < for his splen­
did record in- civic, work and In 
social .work in this city, was 'ap­
pointed to his post early In the 
war and retained his title of major
G01. Campbell O. Joiftison, one of few Negroes to be awarded 
the Distinguished Service Medal, is congratulated by Maj. Gen. 
Lewis B. Hershey, director of Selective Service. Johnson, an 
executive assistant to Hershey, was cited for his "exceptionally 
meritorious service to the solution of problems pertaining to the 
rights, privileges and obligations of minority racial groups af­
fected by the Selective Service Act.”
* . 1 ,  i H C
~  NVl d v a f e l l  N i i » 
* _ BN H U  10*2 





Limited numbers spotlight 
tokenism in the military
nv ALEX POINSETT
’senior army officers
Irigadier General Frederic E. Davison
As deputy commanding officer of the 199th Infantry Brigade in Vietnam, Davison 
(tenter), then a colonel, briefs Ccn. Creighton Abrams (1.) and Lt. Col. William C. 
C»rpcr. Davison is the highest rnnlccd of 35 Negro senior officers in the Army of 
•hem 23 arc pictured on this page. He is slated for reassignment to the States.
ARMY CADETS EXCEL 
AT SUMMER CAMP
Col. Welton E. Hamilton and Col. Norman A. McDaniel
Lieutenant Colonel Maurice 
Williams, who joined the Howard 
community in September is bring­
ing new action into the Army 
R O TC program with the goal of 
getting credit hours for it and 
making it more relevant to How­
ard students and the community 
at large. A  course in Revolution 
and theories is being offered, 
and military history is peppered 
with Black faces. Guerrilla warfare 
is being studied by an auxiliary 
group. Moving into the community 
the Corps has adopted the N.W . 
Settlement House where they tu­
tor and work with fore-teens in 
projects that encourage leader­
ship and group effort.
Sixteen senior cadets received Distinguished 
Military Student Awards as a result ol their outstand­
ing work in ROTC Summer Camp. These presenta­
tions gave Howard the highest percentage of Distin­
guished Military Students of all schools in the First 
United States Army Area.
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Sheppard and 
his staff have used the experiences gained at Sum­
mer Camp to inject new leadership into the Corps. 
Leadership laboratory has been changed greatly, 
allowing the cadets to plan and conduct all training 
and cover a diversified number of subjects.
In addition to the normal functions of the Corps 
of Cadets, there are many component units that con­
duct extracurricular training. These include the 
Counter Guerrilla Detachment, the Scabbard and 
Blade, the National ROTC Fraternity, the ROTC 
Band, the Rifle team and the George F. Welch Mem­
orial Drill team. The Band, Drill team, and Rifle 
team have displayed their skill and ability
Col. DeW ill Cook. Prot. ot Military Scien ce, talks to a  group
cadets.
t:
Col. Benjamin W. 
Johnson
Cot. James R. 
Hillard
Col. Stanford R. 
Hicks









Cat. Van E. 
Collins




Col. Willard C. 
Stewart
Col. Clarence M. 
Davenport, J r .





Col. Roy W. 
Burley
Col. Herbert F. 
Smith
i
Cel. Nelson S. 
Brooks
Col. John R. 
Maxwell
Colonel Albert II. Kilby
Colonel ]atncs 11. Robinson
Colonel Alfred ]. Cade
HtlHfOM
B rig a d e  Cener
C olon el H,




SENIOR AIR FORCE OFFICERS
LI. Gen. Benjamin 
0. Davis Jr.




Col. Raymond E. 
Tinsley
eel. Mason D. 
Ctoyd




Col. Henry L. 
Hines
Col. Arthur F. 
Williams
Col. Dudley W. 
Stevenson




Col. Claude M. 
Dixon
Cot. Claroneo D. 
Lastar J r .
Col. Hannabel M. 
Cox Jr.
Cot. Dean B. 
Mohr
Cot. Thomas J. 
Money
Cot. George D. 
Evans Jr. f
Col. Earl N. 
Franklin
Col. Daniel Col. Loots 6.
James, Jr. Hill
Jones CampbeB
Colonel George S. Roberts
SENIOR NAVAL 
OFFICERS
Capt. Paul S. Green
Cap). Samuel l .  Gravely
Capt. Thomas D. Parham.
Captain Way man G. Caliman Jr.
Wayman G . Caliman Jr.
Captain, U.S. Navy.
W aym an Caliman was born in N ew  York City 
and enlisted in the U.S. Navy in October, 1950 , as 
a seaman recruit. His first shipboard duty was on 
the USS Cascade, a destroyer tender, and his last 
tour o f sea duty before reporting in 1972 as m a­
terial department director o f the Oakland, Cali­
fornia, Naval Supply Center, was as supply officer 
of the Cascade. Caliman was commissioned in 
1952 after attending Officer Candidate School and 
is the sixth known black American to attain the 
rank of captain in the U.S. Navy.**
Colonel Herbert L. Bremer
TOP NEGRO 
MARINES
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Senior Colonel in Army
Campbell C. Johnson, 72, the * 
senior colonel on active duty in 
the Army and assistant director 
of Selective Service, died Thurs­
day at his home, 800 4th St. SW, £ 
apparently from a heart attack.
A District native, he attended 
elementary school in Alexandria 
'' as well as in the District, and 
was graduated from the M 
Street High School here.
He was attending Howard Uni­
versity when World War I broke 
. out, and he volunteered for 
Army service. He was commis­
sioned in 1917 and assigned to 
the 350th Field Artillery at 
Camp Dix, N.J., where he or- 
.<■ ganized and commanded the 
war’s first battery of field artll- 
i' lery composed of Negro troops, 
f He was transferred here later 
to assist in organizing the Stu- COL. CAMPBELL C. JOHNSON 
dents Army Training Corps In- 
' structors Camp at Howard and 
also to serve as senior military 
instructor of the unit.
He organized the ROTC unit at 
J the. university in 1919, and be- 
i came the school’s first professor 
of military science and tactics.
He later received a bachelor’s 
degree from Howard, and a doc­
tor of laws degree cum laude 
from its law school.
Discharged in 1919
He was discharged from serv- 
■), ice in 1919 and was employed at 
the Bureau of War Risk Insur­
ance, which is now in the Veter­
ans Administration. In 1923 he 
became executive secretary of 
the 12th Street Branch of the 
h y m CA
In 1940 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt appointed him execu­
tive assistant to the Selective 
Service director. Col. Johnson 
had remained active in the 
Army Reserve from his dis­
charge until he was recalled to 
'  active duty in 1941. He then was 
' assigned to his civilian Se'ective 
Service job as a member of the 
.i Army.
In 1948 he became assistant to 
'. the director of Selective Service, 
and four years ago was named 
assistant director. In his position 
he supervised the administrative 
functions of the system.
Active in community affairs 
here, he served on the first 
board of trustees of the Wash­
ington Community Chest, and 
also with the National Capital 
Housing Authority; Southeast, 
Northwest and Southwest Com­
munity Houses; and the YMCA’s 
Camp Lichtman for Negro boys.
For more than 20 years he was 
a member of the District’s 
Board of Parole, and for 15 
years taught sociology in the 
Howard University School of Re­
ligion.
Col. Johnson r e c e i v e d  
Howard’s first Annual Alumni
Award for Distinguished PostCemetery.
Graduate Achievement in 1942. 
Other citations include the 
W a s h i n g t o n  Federation of 
Churches award for the out­
standing layman in the District 
for 1944-45.
Received Distinguished Medal
In 1946, when he was present­
ed the Distinguished Service 
Medal, he was only the second 
Negro soldier to receive it. He 
also was awarded the Army 
Commendation Medal and re­
ceived two citations from the 
District Board of Commission­
ers.
Jol. Johnson was a member m 
the National Council and Board 
of the YMCA, the board of the 
Industrial Bank of Washington, 
and of Friendship House. He 
also belonged to the National 
Conference of Christians and 
Jews, the Washington Commit­
tee of CARE, the national USO, 
and the Nineteenth Street Bap­
tist Church.
He served on the Commission­
ers Committee of Award for Val­
or in the District police and fire 
departments, and was a mem­
ber of the Washington Commis­
sion on Mental Retardation; 
Government Services, Inc.; the 
Commission on Interracial Poli­
cies and Programs of the nation­
al YMCA and was a former 
Grand Basileus of Omega Psi 
Phi.
Besides his wife, the former 
Ruby A. Murray, he leaves a 
son, Campbell Jr . of Sacramen­
to, Calif., and five grandchil­
dren. His sister, Mrs. Eudora 
Winters of 530 N St. SW, is prin­
cipal of the Lewis School.
Friends may call from 3 to 9 
p.m. tomorrow at the McGuire 
Funeral Home, 1820 9th St. NW, 
and from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday at 
the Nineteenth Street Baptist 
Church, 19th and I Streets NW, 
where services will be at 11:30 
a.m. Monday.
Burial will be in Arlington
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CTOR* « a * w a r ,th *  croup will 
Ion, ,32-yesx- 
first inember 
Aedure a pilot’s 
■Was Ha^ntly selected 
‘ roval of the Civil 
uthorlty and How-
---- --------------- ty to teach the
school’s air-minded students how 
ts fly.
j About thirty of these students 
Will. receive their flyirig lessons 
from Mr. Anderson at a mam­
moth commerical airfield in H.vbla 
Valley, Va., which is well known 
for its advantageous air currrents 
so necessary in flying instruction.
Opening Set for December
When the college project gets 
under way in early December, the 
prospective flyers will be taught 
principles of flying, trained in 
all ths technical and practical 
various types of airplanes.
Significant among the planes to 
be used in instruction is a special 
built cabin-type W ~o, owned by 
N. D. Butler, garage owner and 
aviation-enthusiast, an associate 
of Mr. Anderson.
This plane will play a big part 
•in the air courses because it is to 
be used in the special teaching of 
blind flying, passenger flying, and 
aero trips.
Sees Bright Future
But back to Mr. Anderson. Also 
one of the first colored flyers to 
get a transport license (1929), 
he is most optimistic concerning 
the race’s interest in aeronautics 
in recent years. He said last 
week, "Flying will, beyond a 
doubt, bring our group more 
prestige quicker than a ten-year 
fight over race prejudice. And 
what a cure for the inferiority 
complex so dominant among our 
people.”
He envisions such advantages 
from coast-to-coast and foreign 
[ flights, backed by leading busi­
nessmen. Mr. Anderson has made
nrch flights and expects to make
#ey*r*1 ,nore' C. ALFRED ANDERSON,
At K ^ T o f  S ^ f i r ^ u r l n g  f/e° " e «r  " g f  w « r r l o rnttIvCOi n re<? *  P " 0* '8his transport license, Mr. j*n- w ho w as re c e n tly  ap p o in ted , w ith  th e  ap p rov al
derson interested Dr. a . E. °.f  the Civil Aeronautics Authority and Howard Univer- 
Forsythe, prominent surgeon and sity, to teach college students how to fly. A huge 
aviation enthusiast, of Atlantic j commercial airport at Hybla Valley. V a  will he a t
S&Sfe tJJSUSSJt L th* dia',<’sa, ”f the
Following their return, they/ garage Owner and possessor of a But It takes more than just 
bought a faster, larger plane and! few  planes. They organized a plain guts’’ to become a flyer, he
flying school at Seminary, Va.,1 says. Student flyers must nowflew all over Canada.
The first out-of-country hop was 
made by the two in 1934, *by fly­
ing to the West Indies and South 
America, during which they were 
toted and presented with honors 
hy> the Haitian end various South 
American governments.
Commercial
and taught both colored and white) have a fair education, an almost 
how to fly. perfect health, and be of good
in April, 1939, Major R. R.| character,
Wright, a Philadelphia banker 
and coffee merchant with large 
interests in Haiti, backed Mr.
Anderson in a goodwill flight to 
the West Indies. Accompanied
Mr, Anderson, in looking over
He and Dr., Forsythe came back! by Major Wright’s son, E. C. 
to America and "went coromer- Wright, he made the much pub-
cial’S by forming and operating 
the Aviation Service Company at 
Bryn Mawr. Pa.
Mr. Andecson,- as a well sea­
soned flyer, came to Washington 
in 1938, and associated himself 
with N. D. Butler, a prosperous
licized hop and returned to Amer­
ica as a highly recognized pilot of 
the race.
Has 2,500 Hours to Credit 
Today possessing more than 
2,500 hours of flying on hla rec* 
ord, Mr. Anderson says all his 
near future efforts will be devoted 
to making flyers out of college
h o v s .
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Charles Alfred “ Chief”  Anderson, 
black pioneer to thousam o f black 
pilots before and during W rid W ar 
II, received the Frank G . Brewer 
Trophy, Wednesday at the National 
Air and Space Museum, the Smithso­
nian Institution.
The Brewer Trophy, the nation’ s 
highest award for contributions to 
aviation and space education, was 
presented to its first black recipient 
by General Chuck Yeager, astronaut 
and test pilot.
“ Flying is something that has 
always been born inside m e.”  Ander­
son said after receiving his award. 
Anderson added that he remembers 
“ chasing airplanes as they flew by his 
grandmother’ s house”  when he was 
a young boy, which only heightened 
his desire to fly.
The Pennslyvania native en­
countered many obstacles in his quest 
to fly in a segregated country. In 
1928, Anderson borrowed $2,500 for 
his first airplane, but finding so­
meone willing to train him to fly was 
difficult. The pilot credits a man 
name Ernie Buell “ the Flying Dut­
chm an,”  for teaching him advanced 
flight training and eventually pressur­
ing white pilots to give his the oppor­
tunity to earn his transport license. In 
1929, Anderson became the first 
black to earn a transport license in 
the United States.
But finding work was not easy. 
Anderson said, “ I began digging dit­
ches for the W P A  (W orks Progress 
Association) before I met up with Dr. 
Forsythe.”  During the thirties, he 
and fellow pilot, Dr. Albert E. For­
sythe flew all over the country to pro­
mote black involvement in aviation.
Anderson remembered bitterly 
how “ whites used to chase us” (he 
and Forsythe) from landing on white- 
based runaways.
In 1941, Anderson, along with a 
consortium o f schools which includ­
ed Howard University, Oberlin, 
North Carolina A& T, and Hampton 
Institute, formed a flight training 
school at Tuskeegee Institute in 
Alabam a, according to a National
Aeronautic news release. Today  
many military, civil and commercial 
pilots owe their success to this black 
aviations pioneer.
“ I’ ll never forget the C hief,”  said 
Roscoe Drapper, a student under 
Chief Anderson in the early forties at 
the Tuskeegee Institute. “ That man 
went through a lot to bring aviation 
where it is for blacks today.”
“ Today blacks are progressing in 
aviation,”  George Haywood another 
Tuskeegee Airmen replied.
At 79, Chief Anderson is still and 
active pilot, and prides himself with 
having over 60 years o f flying ex­
perience. He is a member o f Negro 
Airman International (N A I), which 
works actively in training youth to fly 
during the summer months at 
Tuskeegee.
Anderson’s students have been 
successful and many have gone on to 
the Annapolis Air Academy and 
commercial airlines, such as former 
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Tuskegee Institute had its beginning when two residents of 
Macon County, Mr. George Campbell, white, and Mr. Lewis Adams, 
Negro, feeling the need of an educational institution in Macon 
County, wrote General Armstrong at Hampton Institute asking 
that a teacher be sent to Tuskegee, Alabama. Booker T. Washington 
came in answer to that call.
In 1881, in an old church with thirty students and as the only teacher, 
Hooker T. Washington began what is now Tuskegee Institute. In 1881, 
the Alabama legislature passed an act permitting the establishment of 
h normal school at Tuskegee and made an annual appropriation of 
$2,000 to aid in the work.
From this humble and simple beginning in the old church, which 
leaked during every rain and with pupils whose work at home kept 
them in irregular attendance, .Tuskegee Institute has become an in­
stitution with an annual enrollment o f  over 2,000 students and a physi­
cal plant of 132 buildings.
Booker T. Washington, with dauntless courage and indomitable
perseverance, planned, organized, and developed an institution to 
meet the needs of Negroes in the South. Such a tremendous undertaking 
with little or no resources was “making brick without straw.” His 
was a two-fold task—that of procuring facilities for industrial edu­
cation and that of convincing Negroes and white people that such a 
type of education was necessary.
Through the help and cooperation of faithful and courageous 
friends, North and South, Tuskegee Institute, under the leadership 
of Booker T. Washington, grew to be a useful educational institution. 
It has through the years continued to render useful service as an active 
agency in the promotion of better race relations. Tuskegee Institute 
is recognized today as an educational and social force active in the 
solution of minority group problems.
Tuskegee Institute is rated as an “A” grade college by the South­
ern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the State of 
Alabama. The graduates of Tuskegee Institute receive, therefore, the 
advantages of full and complete accreditation when they apply for 
admission to universities and when they seek state teaching certifi­
cates.
Booker Taliaferro Washington, the Founder and first principal 
of Tuskegee Institute, was born near Hale’s Ford in Franklin County, 
Virginia, in 1856, and died at Tuskegee Institute on November 14, 
1915. Dr. Washington’s work in the fields of education and race re­
lations ranks among the great contributions to the advancement of 
the Negro, the South, and the nation.
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Robert Russa Moton, successor to Booker T. Washington and sec­
ond principal of Tuskegee Institute, was born in Amelia County, 
. Virginia, on August 26, 1867, and died at his home in Capahosic, 
Virginia, on May 31, 1940. Dr. Moton’s career as an educator and 
distinguished leader is reflected in the work which he did at Tus­
kegee Institute and in the field of race relations. His treatise, “What 
The Negro Thinks,” represents an analysis and reflections regard­
ing race relations.
Graduate study was begun in December 1943 with the aid of an 
appropriation from the State of Alabama.
As space will not permit a detailed history of the Institute, the 
following significant events are listed instead:
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1*81— Tuskegee Institute founded J u ly  4.
Porter H ull (A dm inistration B uild ing) completed; g ift  of M r. A lfred Porter.
1882—  Practice School (Children's House) established
1883—  Farm ing introduced w ith  a farm  of 10 acres
1884—  Alabam a H a ll (G irls ’ D orm itory and D in in g  H a ll) erected
1885—  F irst class (consisting of ten members) graduated
1887—  Boys' Building (d orm itory) erected 
Teachers cottage erected
1888—  A rm strong H a ll (dorm itory for boys) erected
1889—  Ham ilton Cottage (home for chaplain) built 
Washington Cottage (teachers' cottage) built 
Congress gave 26,000 acres of land
1800— Organisation of Tuskegee Negro Farmers* Conference
1802— Phelps H all, (g ift  of Miss O livia  Phelps Stokes) for a Bible T ra in in g  School, 
erected
1898— Tuskegee Norm al and Industrial Institute Museum started in the A gricultura l 
Department
1804— Plantation of 100 acres in Macon County given by Miss M ary E . B erry of 
New York
1895— A tlanta Exposition Address delivered by D r. W ashington and Gold Medal 
awarded Tuskegee Institute
M r. F . S. Seeley, of Cleveland. O hio, gave funds to purchase site of first 
water supply
First Telephone System installed, donated by M r. D . L . Carson, Southern 
Agent. Dell Telephone Company 
Practice Cottage erected for senior girls
1806—  Ground broken for the Institute Chapel, M arch 20 
A g ricu ltu ra l Experim ent Station provided by State Legislature 
N igh t School organised in the To w n  of Tuskegee by Institute
1807—  Dedication of the A rmst lo ng-S lnter Memorial A gricu ltura l Building 
Funds given by Miss Bnlinda L u ll Randall of Roxbury, Massachusetts 
Parker Cottage erected, given by M r. A . H . P arker of Brooklyn, New Y ork
1898—  V isit of President M cKinley
1899—  A rm strong-M em orial Boys, Trades Build ing erected
1900—  H untington H a ll (d orm itory for g irls ) given by M rs. Collis P . Huntington 
“ U p  Fro m  S lavery" Published
Em e ry dormitories for boys, given by Miss E . Ju lia  Em ery of London, England 
Group of graduates and teachers sent to A fric a  to introduce cotton raising 
Form al opening of Boys’ Trades Building 
National Negro Business League organised
1901—  Dorothy H all. Industrial building for girls given by Misses O liv ia  and 
Caroline Phelps Stokes
Carnegie L ib ra ry  erected
1802— New Horse Barn completed, given by M r. M orris K . Jesup
T w o  Northern frienda gave a bath house for boys and one for girls 
Adm inistration Build ing erected
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1W J— Tw o Northern friends leave Lincoln M em orial Gates
Rockefeller Hall completed, given by M r. John D , Rockefeller 
Gift of money to extend Tuskegee Railroad to Tuskegee Institute 
1104— Erection of the C. L .  Byington Greenhouse. Given by M rs. C . L . Byington 
Erection of Douglass H all, given by General W illia m  J .  Palm er of Colorado 
Springs. Colorado, to be known as tha Frederick Douglass Building 
1905— President Theodore Roosevelt visited Tuskegee Institute, October 14
Erection of Collis P. Huntington M em orial Build ing, given by M rs. CoUis 
P. Huntington (academic building)
1904--Tw enty-A fth  Anniversary, A p r il 4, 5 and 6
United States A gricultura l Demonstration W ork started 
1907--Tantam Hail (g irls ' dorm itory) riven by Miaa Margaret W , Tan turn in 
memory o.* her father. D r. James D. Ta n tu m  ef Tre nton, N ew  Jersey 
ItO t*-Unveiling of Baldwin Monument in memory of M r. W illia m  H . Baldwin
Dedication of New A gricu ltura l Building, known as M ilbank A gricultura l 
Building, given by M rs. Elisabeth M . Anderson 
1910— First Teachers* Summer School
W hits H all (dorm itory for senior g irls ) given by the W hite  slaters In mem­
ory of their father. M r. Alexander Moss W hite, of Brooklyn, N e w  York 
Tompkins H all (students dining room) given in mem ory of M r. Charles E. 
Tompkins, Southport, Connecticut. Dedicated February 22 
191S— The John A . Andrew  Memorial Hospital, given by M rs. Charles E . Mason 
In memory of her grandfather, form er Governor Joh n A . Andrews of Massa­
chusetts
Mrs. Ann M aria Fisher (colored) bequeathed funds in  legacy to Tuskegee 
Institute
RosenwaId School House B uild ing Program  begun 
1918— New Laundry completed 
Veterinnry Hospital 
New Power r ia n t  completed 
National Negro Health Week started 
1918— Inauguration of Principal Robert R . Moton. May 24
1918— Dedication of new brick D a iry  B a m , given by M r. George Eastman
1920—  William G. W illcox Trades Buildings completed
1921—  Dedication of Ellen Curtis  James H a ll (g irls ’ dorm itory) given by D f. A rth u r  
Curtis James
Unveiling of monument to Booker T .  W ashington, given by the colored 
people of the United States 
Horse and Mule Barn erected
1928 —  Vice-President Cool: due visited Tuskegee Institute and dediented United States 
Veterans* Hospital No, 91 in the Institute Chapel 
1925— Alum ni Bowl dedicated, October 17 
1927— Sage Hatt erected
Col lego Department organized 
Asphalt Road completed
1928 Chambliss Building donated by W m . V . Chambliss 
New Greenhouse erected
1929 --"W h a t the Negro Th in k s ”  by D r. R. R . Moton published
1980- Chambliss Children’s House erected
Addition to John A. A nd re w  M em orial Hospital
Slater-Arm strong Memorial Build ing remodeled for Hom e Economics and 
named Margaret Washington H a ll
1981—  Logmt Hall completed
Plaqito of D r. George W . Ca rve r presented 
School of Musle opened
Old Children’s House remodeled into W m . G . Gregory Apartm ents 
Carnegie L ib rary changed to Carnegie H all 
Trndes Buiiding named W illia m  G. W illcox Trades School 
1982 -Hollis Burke Frissell L ib ra ry  completed
Snmncl Chapman A rm strong H a ll completed
Institute Chapel renovated and stained glass windows installed 
1988— Phelps H all removed and remodeled
John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital renovated 
Asphalt roadway about H ollis Burke Frissell L ib ra ry , built 
1984 — Douglass H all remodeled and rebuilt
1985—  Inauguration of President Frederick D . Patterson, October 28, 1935 
D r. Robert R. Moton retired and became President-Em eritus 
Purchase of 1,700 acre farm
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1986— Departm ent of Commercial Dietetics established
V is it of Secretary o t  A griculture , H e n ry  A . Wallace, Novem ber 11
1937—  Crippled Children’s Service established 
Choir Broadcasts over N ation-w ide Network
1938—  Trades School and Cafeteria rc-equippod 
Sections of Physical P lant renovated 
New laundry completed
Tom pkins H a ll (Institute Cafeteria) renovated.
1939—  V is it of President F ra n k lin  Delano Roosevelt, M arch 30
V isit of Secretary of A griculture . H en ry A . Wallace, September 10 
V isit of M rs. Fra n k lin  Delano Roosevelt, September 14 
C ivilian I*Hot T ra in in g  Program  Begun, October 13 
D r. George W . Carver awarded the Roosevelt Medal, October 27
1940—  Extension Service Building completed
Ground Broken, Infantile Paralysis Center, Ja n u a ry  12
George W ashington Carver Research Foundation begun w ith  a g ift from 
D r. Carver, February I t
Booker T .  Washington Commemorative Stam p Released. A p r il 7 
V isit of Postmaster General James A . Farley, A p r il  7
1941—  Infantile Paralysis U n it  completed; dedicated Ja n u a ry  18
Pursuit Squadron authorized by United States W a r Departm ent, Jan uary 1C 
Senior B .O .T .C . U n it  authorized by W a r Departm ent, M urch 7.
V is it  of M rs. F ra n k lin  Delano Roosevelt, M arch 27.
N ew  Green House completed
Inaugural service initiating M ilita ry  Pilot Service for Negroes. J u ly  19,
1942—  Vocational Building Erected
1943—  Moton A irfie ld  dedicated. A p ril 4, 1943.
Legislative aet o f the State of Alabam a providing an appropriation to aid 
In the establishment of graduate instruction signed by Governor Chauncey 
Sparks, J u ly  3.
Graduate instruction begun in the School of A griculture . December 3.
V is it of Secretary of A gricu lture  Claude R. W ickard, December 15.
AVIATION TRAINING PROGRAM
Tuskegee Institute has been awarded a contract with the War De- 
artment for a ten hour course of pre-flight training for future com­
at cadets. Those completing this training will be transferred to the 
Primary Flying Field, owned and operated by Tuskegee Institute, 
under contract with the War Department, for primary flight and 
ground training of Aviation Cadets of the U. S. Army Air Corps.
No application for flight training should be submitted to Tuskegee 
Institute as the selection of trainees is made by the Government
L O C A T IO N
Tuskegee Institute, situated as it is in Macon County, Alabama 
and but slightly more than one hundred fifty  miles south of the 
center of Negro population in the South (Marshall County, Alabama) 
is not only admirably located to serve its constituency, but is like­
wise easily accessible. The main line of the West Point Railroad 
asses Chehaw, which is only five miles from the campus. The Tus- 
egee Railroad and adequate taxicab service offer facilities for 
covering the remaining distance. A  national highway traverses one 





Two of Six 
Highest CAA  
Students Pass
HAMPTON INSTITUTE, Va.— 
Selected as the best two in the 
first student group of twenty 
CAA pilots at Hampton Institute 
to enrol/ in the advanced course 
in avisftion at Tuskegee Institute. 
Roscoe D. Draper, Haverford, Pa., 
and Philip F. Lee, Gloucester, Va., 
reported there for duty on July 22.
Already holders of private pi­
lot’s licenses, they will be eligible 
for a further nine months advanc­
ed course at Kelly Field, if they 
complete satisfactorily the two 
months course, covering 50 hours 
of flight work at Tuskegee.
Draper entered Hampton Insti­
tute in 1937 on a “ work year” 
basis, and is now eligible for the 
senior class in sheet metal work. 
He is a lieutenant in the cadet 
regiment, and has an excellent 
rating in character and scholar­
ship. He is 21.
Lee came to Hampton in 1937, 
graduating in the trade course in 
printing, class of 1940. He is con­
tinuing his studies this summer 
for the B. S. degree. He is a 
lieutenant in the band, and has a 
satisfactory record in scholarship 
and deportment.
Philadelphia Tribune 
December 12, 194.0 i I k
Add Squad rotis 
To Negro U. S. ! 
Army Branches
Dean Hastie Announces 
13 New Regiments For 
Colored
W A S H IN G T O N  (A N P ) —  T h irte e n  
new regiments and n ine  a rm y a ir  
corps squadrons w ill be added to  the 
colored branches o f the n a tio n ’s a rm ­
ed forces, Dean W illia m  H astie, c iv il­
ian  aide, announced las t F r id a y  n ight' 
before a groun a t the  12th street Y M  
CA re fe rrin g  to  the n a tio n a l defense 
program.
The  additions w ill be made in  1941, 
according to  Dean Hastie, supple­
m enting  the  present 9 th  and 10th cav­
a lry , the 24th and 25th in fa n try  and 
the 47th and 48th quarterm aster reg­
iments.
F ive  coast artillex ’y regim ents, p r in ­
c ipa lly  a n ti-a irc ra ft, w il l  be form ed, he 
said, inc lud ing  the 76th and 77th. 
W ith  colored na tio n a l guard reg i­
ments brought to  fu ll w a r strength, 
th e  present to ta l o f 13,000 colored 
soldiers w ill be raised to  about 80,000. 
and the  additions w il l  include these 
organizations, M r. Hastie  said.
The  349th fie ld  a r tille ry , now organ­
ized, and three s im ila r  organizations 
authorized ; the 41st engineers now 
organized, and one o the r such reg i­
m en t; tw o  add itiona l quarterm aster 
regim ents to be scattered about in  
sm all u n its  a t various posts, fields and 
depots, arc included. In  the a ir  
corps, n ine scattered squadrons have 
been planned fro m  among colored se­
lectees.
S ta tioned a t F o r t  Bragg, N. C., ap­
p roxim ate ly  6,000 w il l  be in  the  coast 
a r t il le ry ;  a s im ila r  num ber w il l  be a t 
F o r t L iv ingstone, La., in  seven fie ld  
a r t il le ry  regim ents and an engineer 
b a tta lio n ; tw o  in fa n try  regim ents a t 
F o r t Huachuca, A riz .; various coast 
a r t il le ry  regim ents a t W ilm in g to n , N. 
C.; tw o  cava lry un its  a t F o r t  R iley, 
K ans.; single regim ents a t F o r t  De- 
vens, Mass.; F o rt D ix , N . J.; Camp 
Custer, M ich .; F o r t O n ta rio , N. Y .; 
F o r t S ill.  O k la .: F o rt C alibom e, La., 
and a t Galveston, Tex.
Colored officers have been planned 
so fa r  fo r only in  the  th ree  regim ents 
of n a tio n a l guard now organized and 
in  o ther such regiments to  be organ­
ized. No rac ia l policy concerning j 
o the r regim ents has yet been an ­
nounced by the w ar departm ent.

As Jim Crow Flies
Last week the U. S. Army opened its 
Air Corps to Negroes. It was a tiny open­
ing (one squadron, the 99th pursuit), but 
an opening it was. Thirty-three Negro 
pilots, 276 ground men for the squadron 
will get their initial training at Chanute 
Field, 111., and at a new field at Tuskegee, 
Ala., hard by famed Tuskegee Institute. 
White officers will train the first batch of 
fliers, may later give way to colored in­
structors as Negro graduates get their 
wings and commissions as second lieuten­
ants.
Smart, quiet Judge William Henry 
Hastie, dean of Howard University School 
of Law in Washington, who is Secretary 
of War Stimson’s adviser on Negro affairs, 
engineered the' formation of the 99th. 
Many Negroes applauded his feat, but 
many squawked. Their complaint: segre­
gation of the 99th. Until Negro cadets 
went to the same air schools, joined the 
same squadrons that white fliers did, these 
fighters for race equality would consider 
it a Jim Crow Air Corps.
ADVERTISEMENT FROM EBONY MAGAZINE 
AUGUST 1946
I
SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 
Savannah, Georgia 
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DEFENSE ARMY
DESCRIBED AT CO LLEGE
Maj. Campbell Johnson Is 
Speaker There Monday
Maj. Campbell C. Johnson, execu­
tive assistant to the director of Se­
lective Service, Washington, D. C„ 
addressed the faculty and student 
body of the Georgia State College 
yesterday In Meld rim Hall. Major 
Johnson was formerly a commissioned 
officer at Des Moines, Iowa, during 
the World War. After the war, he 
was promoted to the rank of cap 
tain. He has served as- professor of 
military science and tactics at How­
ard University, Washington. Later, 
he engaged In the practice of law, 
and was affiliated with the Veterans 
Bureau there. He has held positions 
as executive secretary of the Y. M. 
C. A., Washington, D. C., and as a 
member of the Housing Authority in 
Washington, where he had much to 
do with formulating plans for negro 
housing. In addition to his present 
position, he is a member of the 
Washington Chamber of Commerce.
Present also at the assembly exer 
clses were Attorney W. H. Hopkins 
of Savannah, and T. J. Hopkins, local 
businessman, who introduced Major 
Johnson.
Major Johnson outlined and clarl 
fled the provisions of the Selective 
Service Act, stating that It was his 
Job to see that all colored groups in 
the United States receive what the 
law states they should receive—a 
■ square deal under the Selective Serv- 
; lee. System. He called attention to the 
' fact that the United States has 
learned two lessons from World War 
No. 1, in so far as military service 
Is concerned: First, that a larger army 
is needed than could be raised by 
voluntary enlistments, and second, 
that a system would .be necessary
pie in the negro group with these 
skills have difficulty getting jobs, and 
that It is difficult also to get negro 
men who want to be trained in skilled 
defense Industries. He urged the stu­
dents to take the type of training 
that would enable them to fiU jobs 
available today.
Mention was also made of the edu­
cational qualifications of men for se­
lective service. Major Johnson stated 
that a man must have a satisfactory 
degree of Intelligence to serve In the 
army. The War Department does not 
accept anyone for military service un­
less he has at least a fourth grade 
education. Statistics showed that In 
Georgia, 14,000 negroes were turned 
down because they did not meet the 
educational requirements for military 
service. "If the state cannot provide 
soldiers for national defense becausa 
of limited educational facilities and op­
portunities,” said Major Johnson, 
"that state becomes a matter of na­
tional concern, and other states with 
.citizens of better educational back­
ground must provide more men.”  Ha 
called attention to the physical fjt- 
ness of men for military service, and 
cited health conditions among ne­
groes which have caused a great deal 
of concern, due to bad housing, poor 
medical care and generally low eco­
nomic standards of living. He urged 
the students to think seriously about 
this problem of health, and impressed 
upon them the necessity and impor­
tance of establishing sound and ideal 
family relationships. :
Major Johnson said also that worn-: 
en are playing a very Important part 
In the national defense program. They 
are being trained to relieve men in 
war Industries, such as filling shells, 
making gas masks, and operating 
large machines. “ We are living in an 
extraordinary age. and before the war 
is over, we shall be doing a great 
many things that we thought we 
would never have to do. We must 
not sit Idly by and think that we 
have no part In this, fight for democ­
racy. Although prejudices and dis­
crimination exist, we have more of a 
democracy than we would be able to 
have In other countries. We can raise 
our voices in petition and complaint 
without being led out and shot down. 
We have free speech and the right 
of assembly, which are not allowed 
In some countries today. We have a 
great deal to fight for In preserving 
this country In which we have theI that could keep out of the armed rl_h(; to p^ht for this democracy.” 
! forces, men who were more valuable' * *
J somewhere else, or who were not of 
sufficient caliber for military service.
* In regard to deferments, Major 
r Johnson stated that men may be 
deferred because of family relation­
ships and obligations; because of their 
activity in necessary enterprises, and 
because they do riot ifi«t'Yhe TtSSld- 
erd requirements of the Military 
Servfc; Act. He cited. jmtfcttCJ re­
vealing that BO per cent of aU of the 
men who registered were deferred for 
various reasons, and that six-tenths
W n neJiKir. C'T t ,.of the, men wh0 hftvebeen deferred M various enterprises 
were negroes, indicating the fact that 
negroes are not doing the Jobs that 
are essential today. The type of train­
ing being given negroes, lie said, is 
not exactly the type of training they 
need in the age in which we live.
- i j y *  *reJ ‘Xln* *» * highly mecha- 
w'>rld'” “ ld ***** Johnson, with eveiy Industry requiring a cer­
tain type of skill. Many of our insti­
tutions still have curricula that deal 
merely with the academic side of life, 
when more attention should be given 
1 to the technical fields. We must pre­
l im .01" ' youhK people to learn these skills so that they will occupy the 
necessary positions." He also made 
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At the basic and advanced flying sch p oli^  Negro air corps cadets at Tuskegee, Ala.
The N ew Y ork  Tim es (U. S. A rm y Signal Corps j
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War Department Repeats 
Plans for New Division 
Also New Pursuit Squad
______
E D I T O R ’S  N O T E
(The following announcement 
was given the Negro Tress last 
December 8, in a conference 
in the IVar Department in 
Washington, but was just last 
week issued to the daily press. 
Published in the Negro Press 
the week ending December 1.3- 
it was a distinct news beat for 
the Negro Press).
WASHINGTON—A -Sixth Av- 
n.orep Division will be added to 
the Army’s battle force of tank 
troops Feb. 15, Secretary Stiimson 
hai;l Thursday, at a press confer­
ence in which he described plans 
for expediting the work of ex­
panding the Army this year to a 
force* of 3,600,000 men.
The Secretary said that touv- 
week training program:; in special 
operation would be given to all 
officers to be assigned to the 
thirty-two new “ triangular” divi­
sions and a new Negro division
and a s e c o n d  Negro aviation 
squadron would be set up.
The Army expects to have its 
new Negro division in final shape 
by May, on station at Fort Hua- 
chuca, Ariz. This' division, a tr> 
angular one, will be b u i l t  up 
around various Negro units al­
ready in existence.
The squadron, to be known as 
the 100th Pursuit Squadron, will 
be trained at Tuskegee, Ala., site 
of the Negro institute, where the 
first organized Negro p u r s u i t  
squadron, known as the Ninety- 
ninth, is completing its training.
Negroes Training To Be Officers
Coincident with this announce-' 
ment of new Negro organizations, 
Secretary Stimsom stated that Ne- 
gres were attending officer can­
didate schools for men selected 
fro . among draftees. In addition 
he noted that the main parade 
ground at Fort Knox recently was 
named Brooks Field, in honor oi 
Private Robert H. Brooks, a Negro 
who was the first casualty in the
armored force in the Philippines.
The new armored division will 
undertake trinning at a time when 
part of the armored froce has al­
ready matured in training and 
achieved the goal of 100 percent 
aquipment, fitting it for duty any­
where in the world, Secretary 
Stimson said. Some units ore less 
than fully equipped, but he as­
serted that they had sufficient 
arms for thorough training of the 
officers and men.
Each armored division cons'sts 
of more than 10,000 officers and 
men, is composed of two t a n k  
regi ; .en-ts, three separate field ar­
tillery battalions, ar. infantry regi­
ment, a reconnassance battalion, 
an ar.ti-lanik battalion of motor­
ized artillery, an engineer batta­
lion, observation aircraft and the 
usual units to provide for the men 
and service the vehicles.
Divisions Are Miniature Armies
Each division, therefore, is a 
miniature army of extraordinary 
striking force, so composed that
it may be divided into two or mcr 
independent arms. The new divi­
sion, like those aready formed^ 
will be trained at Fort Knox, Ky.
The new training programs for 
officers are designed to send these 
men into their n e w  commands 
completely equipped to teach their 
units the specialties of modem 
warfare required of each type of 
fighting unit. The first group to 
take the course will include 500 
officers assigned to the three new 
triangualar divisions to be formed 
within the next few weeks in the 
start toward a goal of thirty-twO 
new divisions.
Division commanders and their 
staffs will take special instructions 
at the Command and General Stall 
School, Fort Leavenworth. Kan. 
Brigadier generals commanding 
infantry detachments and their 
junior officers will attend 
far.try School at Fort Benning, 
Field artillery officers wil 
signed tc. Field Artillery School 
at Fort Sill, Okla. Specialists will 
attend several types of schools.
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booming airdrome in the 
outheast Air Forces Training 
er, the 99th Pursuit Squad- 
world’s first colored aerial 
ghting unit, is girding for its 
sing sky-joust with the 
enemy.
Home and training ground of 
the squadron is the new Army 
Flying School at Tuskegee, Ala. 
In the patchwork pattern of fields 
over which new colored fliers 
zoom, members of their race look 
up to wish them well.
Long Sought Bauble 1 
For these pilots are getting a 
chance they have sought for a 
long time, a chance to fly with 
the U.S. Army Air Forces and to 
receive air forces commissions. 
Many colored youths who aspire 
to be fighter pilots now may be­
come aviation cadets.
They realize the grimness of their 
job and the seriousness of their 
purpose. They are at Tuskegee 
not to picnic or better themselves, 
but to learn to carry fire and de­
struction to the enemy.
As cadets, many already are 
proving themselves, and are ob­
taining commissions. As organised 
sky fighters they will have a 
chance to prove their mettle when 
the “ 99th” flies out to combat.
The cadet, colored or white, 
must have a great desire to fly 
and a greater desire to serve his 
country if he hopes to succeed. 
Look at the hurdles to be cleared: 
To qualify as cadet a man 
must be between the ages of 
18 and 27, and physically 
perfect. He must piss an en­
trance quiz o f 150 questions. 
Accepted for the course, he 
must enter a replacement center
If they survive the hard grind: designed to transform him from 
prescribed for all cadets, colored ; civilian to soldier. Here he is put 
and white, they will be commis- through the most concentrated 
sioned second lieutenants in the period of military drills, the 
Air Forces Reserves. Here is toughest physical workout, and
their long-wanted opportunity to 
fly. And they are taking it. They 
are flying!
This chance is not to be 
looked on as all glamor and 
glory. A  chance to fly as a 
fighter pilot, is also a chance 
to die as a fighter pilot. The 
phrase rhymes. So does 
death and combat flying in 
many instances. Colored 
youths at the army school 
know this but it does not de­
ter them.
The motto o f the Southeast 
Training Center is “ Prepare for 
Combat.”  Every fledging must 
be taught not only how to fly but 
how to kill. Slaughter is his 
business, and in war slaughter is 
a give-and-take proposition.
All this the young cadets know.
the quickest mental brushupi of 
his life.
3 Types of Planes
In top physical shape he tackles 
the job of learning to fly  three 
different types of training planes. 
These he must cope with one at 
a time while learning such practi­
cal courses as navigation, radio 
code and mechanics.
The ships in the order in which 
they must be mastered are: the 
primary trainer, in which each 
man learns to solo and do acro­
batics in elementary school; the 
faster, heavier basic trainer, in 
which he learns night and cross­
country flying by instruments; the 
advanced trainer with even great­
er weight, speed and hosgepower, 
in which he completes his train­
ing period.
Admiral Pins Navy Cross 
On Dorie Miller; Davis
*  ' W f l  *
Named Lieut.-Colonel
a I i I'OR u ̂
-£<_A
Hawaii —  Dorie Miller, 
messman of the U . S. Navy, stood at attention 
■wit. eight naval officers M ay 27, to receive the 
N avy Cross from the hands of Adm iral Ches­
ter W . Niniitz, comm ander-in-chief of the Pa­
cific fleet 
Miller was honored for his hero- 
osm on December 7, wh^n Pearl Har­
bor was attacked. He was on the 
bridge of the battleship where he was 
stationed and aided his fatally wound­
ed captain to safety. He then returned 
to the post and manned a machine 
gun.
A w arded  by F D R  
The medal was awarded Miller by 
President Roosevelt.
"This marks the first time In the 
present conflict that such high tribute 
has been paid In the Pacific Fleet to 
a member of his race,”  Nimitz said of 
Miller.
O th ers  to  w in  H onors  
"I am sure the future will see oth­
ers similarly honored.”
Of the heroes generally, he said: 
“ Among the citations which will go 
to these officers and men of the fleet 
are those for deeds which epitomize 
the bold warfare our fleet Is waging 





Nation-wide recruiting of 
Negroes for general service in 
the reserves of the N avy and 
Marine Corps started M onday. 
The recruiting office at the 
Custom House, 2nd and Chest­
nut streets, reviewed the ap­
plications o f several candidates 
for service under the new set­
up.
The local office will have several
(Continued on Pa :e 2, Col. 4)
T U S K E G E E , Ala. —  B. O. Davis, Jr., W e st  
Point son of Brigadier General B. O. Davis, has 
jumped another rank.
Recently promoted a m ajor just a month 
ago, Davis is now a lieutenant-colonel.
His promotion was announced May 
27, along with that of Noel Parrish, 
also named a lieutenant-colonel. Lt. 
Col. Parrish is director of flight train­
ing at the Tuskegee Army Flying 
School, while Lt. Col. Darts Is erecu- 
tive officer.
Was F ath er's  A ide
Lt. Col. Davis was graduated from 
'.Vest Point In 1939 and stationed at 
Fort Bennlig, Ga. He was promoted 
to 1st Lieutenant the following year 
and assigned to Tuskegee Institute as 
Professor of Military Science and 
Tactics.
With the promotion of his father 
to General and his subsequent as­
signment to head a cavalry brigde at i 
Fort Riley, Kansas, the son was named ! 
his aide and made a captain.
When the 99th Squadron was or­
ganized, Capt. Davis was one of the 
flrst class to receive pilot’s wings.
JVegro Mess Boy 
Gctj Navy Cross as 
Pearl Harbor Hero
Doris Miller, Negro, has been 
swarded the Navy Cross by Presi­
dent Roosevelt for heroism dis­
played during the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor, December 7.
Miller, 23-year-old mess attendant, 
first class, was commended by Sec­
retary of the Navy Frank Knox 
more than a month ago. He re­
ceived an advancement in rating.
In making the award, the Presi­
dent cited Miller for his "distin- 
tinguished devotion to duty, ex­
traordinary courage and disregard 
for his own personal safety during 
the attack."
In his commendation of Miller, 
Secretary Knox said:
"While at the side of his captain 
on the bridge. Miller, despite enemy 
strafing and bombing and in the face 
of a serious fire, assisted in moving 
his captain, who had been mortally 
wounded, to a place of greater 
safety, and later manned and op­
era* 1 a machine gun until ordered 
to le^ve the bridge.”
^filler is a nativ^ o f t ^ co, Tex.
♦ T W v i
(Continued from Page 1>
I Negroes attached to it. Among those, 
j it was reported unofficially, are Chief j 
j an of many years’ service, and Earl 
| Ross, a former government employ- 
j ment employee at. the Custom House, 
who was sinned to work in the pro­
curement service.
The same scenes was repeated all 
over the country.
In Richmond. V»., John Logue, for­
merly connected with the North Car­
olina Mutual Insurance Co., was 
sworn in last week as a chief petty 
officer and as a procuring special­
ist.
Logue, who Is a graduate of Fisk
University, had as his flrst task the 
enlistment of 23 men to serve in a 
band at a Cuba naval base.
Texas M a n  CPO
Tn Dallas, Texas. Robert Lee Thorn­
ton was sworn in as a CPO. A col­
lege graduate and auditor for a 
southern Insurance company, Thorn­
ton will interview would-be enlistees 
in 11 sub-districts In north and west 
! Texas.
Especial interest In the reaction of 
Negroes to the new plans has been 
manifested by high officers in Wash-
. inglon.
'  The new enlisted men will receive 
their training at the Great Lakes 
Training Station. Advanced courses 
will be given some at Hampton Insti­
tute.
Training of Marine Corps "boots” 
will be at a camp in the South. The 
Corps’ plans for Negroes are less 
definite than those of the Navy.
i
3 4  N E G R O  P I L O T S  Q U A L I F Y
73 More Are in T ra in ing  for 
A rm y  A ir  Squadron
WASHINGTON, Aug. 15—Thir­
ty-four Negro pilots have finished 
training for the Army Air Forces, 
and seventy-three more are under­
going courses, Lieut. Gen. Henry 
H. Arnold made known today.
The necessary ground personnel 
is also being trained for this first 
all-Negro air squadron, General 
Arnold said. This first squadron 
is in the nature of an experiment, 
he added, and when its training 
has been completed a decision will 
be made whether to establish ad­
ditional Negro flying squadrons 
and how many.
PROMOTED ' 6 i '
A m o n g  th e  re c e n tly  p rom oted  
o ffic e rs  in  th e  M ed ica l C orns a t 
th e  Tuskeg ee  A rm y  F ly in g  School 
is  C a p ta in  Jam es P . Ram sey, a s s is ta n t f l ig h t  surgeon  a t th is  S ta t io n . H e  p u ts  fo r th  eve ry  ef­f o r t  to  assure  th e  p h ys ic a l fitness o f a v ia t io n  cadets a t th e  base. 
H e  com pleted  h is  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d y  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  P enn ­
s y lv a n ia  and h is  g ra d u a te  tra in -
7t /
I
- p | v ; l a c (  £  p i v ;
'  t*" i ' ‘h c T N - £ _ -




99th Pursuit Squadron 1:1
^ E , 1̂  Be Fighting,,
W A S H IN G T O N  (A N P ) — Secretary Stimson was on the defensive during a recent press j 
conference when the question ot Negro troops was brought to his attention. First, the matter 
of Jeerson Barracks, M o., was brougut to the front. The fact that a large number c f  Negroes 
are being inducted has led to a number of suppositions.
Asked tf the Increased number of
Negro inductees m eat an increase in  
th e  fa c ilit ie s  fo r  th e ir  tra in in g , M r  
S tim son said no. W hen asked p o in t 
b lank  about th e  Jefferson Barracks 
s itu a tio n , he was advised by an aide, 
Col. G rogan, th a t  there  was some 
fe a r th a t  the  h is to ric  place would 
even tua lly  be tu rned  over to  Negro 
troops.
G enera lly  discussing the  num ber o f 
Negro troops in  the  a rm y, th e  secre­
ta ry  stated th a t as n ea rly  as possible, 
10 per cent o f the  e n tire  a rm y  would 
be composed o f Negro troops.
W hen  askec. i f  th is  m eant th a t
th is  percentage w ould f i l te r  th roug h  
various branches o f th e  service, such 
as the  a ir  corps, the secretary h a s tiliy  
answered and em pha tica lly  "N o .”  
Need Special T ra in in g  
He th e n  a ttem pted to  ju s t ify  h is  
s ta tem ent by saying th a t  certa in  
branches o f the  service required spe­
c ia l tra in in g  and the  fltnes  o f the 
sold ier h im se lf determ ined the  branch 
o f th e  service to  w h ich  he would be 
assigned.
F u r th e r  s ta tem ents were to  the  e f­
fec t th a t  the  "o v e r -a ll”  percentage of 
Negro troops w ould  am oun t to  the  10 
per cent re fe rred  to. W he th e r th is  
m ean t a la rge r num ber o f Negroes 
would be used in  the service u n its  
was n o t discussed.
A t  th e  same tim e , rum ors  flew  th ic k  
and fa s t around W ash ing ton  th a t the  
99th  P u rs u it squadron had le f t  T u s - 
kegee fo r  an  unknow n destination 
La te  in  October, M r . S tim son  said the  
o u tf it  was ready fo r  service and soon 
w ould be leaving  the  tra in in g  base. 
N o th in g  de fin ite  on troop movement^ 
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J I VE  GRAY vy OL H A R R I N G T O N
“S lashing through  the skies  at 3 oo  
Miles an hour t h e  colored w arhaw ks  
f r o m  t h e  t u s k e e g e e  gASE k e e p  
ANXIOUS. EYES PEELED AHEAD. SOMEWHERE 
A  HUGE FORMATION OF NAZI BOMBERS 
CARRYING DEADLY BOMBS DROMES 
STEADILY FORWARD.
HELLO ROGER... I THINK I 
SAVV A  FLASH 2 0 0 0  F E E T  
ABOVE US (AT FOUR P O IN T  
S 7X , TW O . T ^ E R E  IT IS  
V  AGAIN/ /
r  THAT'S THEM  ALRIGHT.. ^  
CLIMB BOYS AND F A L L  IN T O  
F IG H T IN G  P O S IT IO N S .. .  L E T S  
GO UP ^
Fighter Group In Italy Faces 
Collapse/ But Morale Is Still High
i r & r   — - ™ — ------------------------------- J  * / £ + ? / < / £ /
eteen months of com- 
and reconnaissance 
iken. their toll of Ne-
, ____, __id,Col, Benjamin O.
□avis’ 332nd fighter group "is 
threatened With possible collapse as 
a u n l f  ; t  - 
"Casualties ,have depleted their 
ranks,” reported PM's Negro cor­
respondent ,Roi Ottley last week, 
“And adequate replacements have 
failed to arrive. The bottom here 
has been' scraped.”
“The reason offered by members 
of the group is that there are in­
sufficient pilots to fly missions,” 
Ottley wrote. “Yet the Negro fight­
er group has demonstrated a tough­
ness, skill and intelligence which 
may pssure Negroes a places in 
postwar aviation.
Gen. Montgomery Praised Pilots 
"Ay raw pilots they won com­
mendation from Gen. Montgomery 
for tneir part in the Italian cam­
paign. They supported the Britislj^
8th Army by dive bombing and 
strafing enemy machine-gun nests, 
tanks, transportation and artillery 
installations.
In their 19 months of combat duty 
overseas, Negro flyers have seen 
action over Munich, Vienna, Tou­
lon, Ploesti, Sofia, Belgrade, Fried- 
richshafen, Budapest and Salerno. 
The four fighter squadrons have 
provided cover for heavy bombers, 
patrolled harbors, convoyed ships, 
hunted U-boats and made recon­
naissance flights. Over the Anzio 
beachhead they shot down 17 en­
emy fighters and bombers in one 
day’s operation.
“But the fact is that this is a 
glorified Jim Crow organization,” 
Ottley continued, "and it is for this 
very reason, the pilots claim, that 
the personnel situation is critical. 
While, as an all-Negro organiza­
tion, it admittedly provided new 
opportunities, they say, it also has 
seriouS drawbacks. These they de­
scribe as follows:
Lack Pilots For Replacements
“The inexperience of Negro of­
ficers, pilots and mechanics who 
do not have the opportunity to 
associate with veterans before 
going into action.
"Lack of a steady flow  of re­
placements caused by the pattern 
of drawing pilots, from only the 
Negro air schools. The number of 
pilots being trained has been re­
duced.
"Lack of proper orientation in 
combat tactics before coming 
overseas, because their white in­
structors were without combat 
experience: ..............................
"Unfamiliarity with the type 
of aircraft pilots will fly in com­
bat.
"Mental strain of competition 
against the entire corps of white 
pilots and ground crews.
"Intellectual isolation produced 
by having all Negroes in one or­
ganization away from every 
other fighter pilot group.
Differentials are applied in the 
judgement of performance by the 
air corns command. v, .
Morale Still High 
“These criticisms have not Im­
paired the organization’s morale,” 
Ottley added. “The fact is that It
is very nigh.”  But i t 'i s  doubtful 
whether it hinges on the declared 
objectives of the war. More than 
likely it is a group loyalty, tied 
loosely to aspirations for their race. 
For each men has pride in his part 
in the common undertaking. He 
wants Negro pilots to excel. They 
reason that they have a job to do 
and cooperation is necessary for 
success, but they have moments 
when they feel the whole effort is 
worthless.”
Ottley then describes the unique 
organizational setup of the Fighter 
group, which comprises "every de­
partment for keeping pilots flying, 
from mess and maintenance to ara- 
ments, engineering, morale and ad­
ministration. Every aspect of the 
group’s duty routines duplicates 
that of every U. S. fighter group. 
Every function is performed by 
Negro personnel.”
"The educational level o f  the 
group is high,”  the reported con­
tinued. “Nearly 30 per cent of the 
combined air and ground personnel 
have attended college: Significantly, 
of the more than 200 Negro com­
missioned officers three-quarters 
were born and reared in the North; 
those from below the Mason-Dixon 





Tuskegee Fliers Twiddle Thumbs; 
WJijle Cpjnmander Ignores Order
With the opening of a New Year came the plea via radio news 
bulletin, last Saturday, of a high official of the Australian government 
for the United States to send more men and planes to the South Pacific 
and not concentrate too much of its armored strength in the battle 
against Germany. Japan has been girding its forces while the United 
Nations have centered their main 
attention on Hitler, the official
warned. Meanwhile, both radio and 
press continue to ask for more 
American fliers.
In spite of the urgent need for 
more air strength, the situation at 
Tuskegee Army Flying School at 
Tuskegee, Ala., shows signs of be­
coming worse. Negro flyers are still 
officially “grounded” as far as any
•  segregation in mess hall, with 
Negro commissioned officers and 
white commissioned and non-com­
missioned men eating separately;
•  appearance of signs in the 
new technical building wash rooms, 
“for colored officers” and “for white 
officers.” This in spite of the fact 
the War Department has allegedly 
issued orders against such dis­
crimination;
real combat action is concerned, 
and last week’s revelation by the 
Associated Negro Press of appalling 
discrimination fostered by tho Tus­
kegee white commanding officer, 
Colonel Frederick Von H. Kimble. 
The ANP story revealed the fol­
lowing:
•  Colonel Kimble is accused of 
cooperating with prejudiced white 
townspeople in the humiliation of 
Negro flying cadets and commis­
sioned officers and instead of mili­
tary police, the Colonel is repre­
sented in such affairs by a captain 
of the state highway police;
•  social activities and Officer’s 
Club on the post closed to white
; officers who are actively discour­
aged by Kimble in any attempt to 
mix with their Negro brother 
officers;
•  executive officer to Colonel 
Kimble is Lieut.-Col. Hazzard, 
white, who started as a lieutenant in 
a CCC camp and within a year had 
reached position of Lieut.-Colonel 
at Tuskegee; while qualified Negro 
officers merely “twiddle thumbs” ;
•  the alleged statement by Kim­
ble that no Negro would ever be 
promoted to any rank above cap­
tain at the Field as long as he was 
in command (promotion of Ben­
jamin O. Davis, Jr., from major to 
lieutenant-colonel was on order 
from Washington, and Kimble must 
abide by the order, but Davis, al­
though given the title of leader of 
the 99th Pursuit Squadron, has no 
real executive power).
Other than the above items is the 
fact non-commissioned men at the 
Field realize Negro commissioned 
officers actually are mere figure­
heads, and altho they observe for­
mal recognition of their superiors, 
field morale is lowered by tne fact 
all of the men realize Negro officers 
have no real power.
MICHIGAN CHRONICLE 
D e t r o i t ,  M ich .







Says Negroes W i l l  Fly 
Type Of Plane Used 
By Doolittle
wH;' _________
WASHINGTON. (ANP) — Secre­
tary of War Henry L. Stimson ad­
mitted last Thursday that there has 
been some delay in the start of the 
training o f Negro bombardiers, 
gunners and navigators owing to a 
change In the equipment, but that 
when this program gets under way 
the type planes they will be man­
ning will be B-2S’s, the same type 
craft that Gen. Jimmy Doolittle 
used In the bombing of Tokyo.
On September 2 Asst. Sec. John 
J. McCloy had announced at the 
regular press conference that in 
about a month, Negro cadets would 
be sent to either Fort Dodge, Kans., 
or Del Rio, Texas, “ to start train­
ing In  a B-26 T ra n s it io n  school 
with objective the command o f B- 
28 airplanes.”  He said too that 
somewhat later, Negro cadets would 
receive training as navigator and 
bombardier officers along with i 
white student^. and that ultimately 
these men would be used.to “ com ­
plete the crews o f  this medium 
bombardment group”  due for ac­
tivation by July 1, 1944.
• Pilot Training Delayed
At last week’s conference 
Stimson w a s '  asked whether the 
report o f delays In the lnuguration 
of this p'rogram was true. He said, 
“There has been a slight delay in 
training for pilots due to changes 
in the character of the-plane de­
signed for their equipment As. a 
result o f that change from B-26 to 
B-25 bombers,”  he added, “ the se** 
lected cadets w ill be trained by 
^he western flight training com­
mand."
The secretary did not explain this 
but elsewhere it was learned that 
the reason for the change from  B- 
26’s to B-25’s is attributable to thg. 
fact that the army air force has 
ordered the discontinuance of the 
manfifacture of the 26‘s, a 'produ ct) 
of the Glenn L. Martin plant. The 
North American makes the B-25’s.
B-25 IIAS ADVANTAGES
The explanation given is that 
while it is a faster plane than the 
other, the Martin bomber is hard­
er to fly  and is manageable only 
by the very best type of pilots, 
"experts, the highest skilled.”  j On 
the other hand, it was said, the B- 
25 has all the advantages in. com­
bat as the Martin plane but less 
risk to the crew, For this Veason 
the air force w ill Increase its use 
of B-25’s.
A  source In the war department 
said that a group of pilots at the, 
Tuskegee Flying school had, been 
trained in the handling o f twin- 
engine aircraft for the purpose of. 
acquainting them with its features. 
As soon as preparations are com- 
pleted, this source revealed, the 
[men will be sent to the training 
J  center where they will learn from 
! actual contact how to handle the 
[real thing. The training plane haa-. 
j a speed about 200 m.p.h. whereas 
\ the operations plane at the transi- j 
i tion schools has a speed of from 350 
; to 375 m.p.m . . .
Training Pushed Forward v ' 
With regard to the other men 
[who will make up the crews o f the 
'medium bombardier group. Secre­
tary Stimson had this comment to 
;make: “The training of the other 
class, the bombers and navigators, 
has been pushed forward to the- 
[latter part of this month rather 
'than early in December as it was 
originally planned. I
“These men w ill be trained at j 
the central training command at I 
stations to be selected by that com* j 
mand. White personnel will be re- ■ 
ceiving the same training at these ' 
stations at the same time.”  •’ ' 
Other operating personnel to f  
round out the crews are already I 
in training at schools and instal- j
I lations,, he pointed ou t Il . • -----~
NEW YOBK AGE 
New Y ork C ity
tote SEP 1 ]  m
All-Negro Bombardment V 
Group To Be Activated
- .-~ f ••• . i < ) ■ ’
WASHINGTON, D.~ C-T-tfralning j 
o f pilots for an all-Negro bombard­
ment: group to be activlatedon July 
1, 1944, w ill begin within a month 
at Fort Dodge Kansas, .pr. Del Rio, 
Texa.s the War Department an 
nounced’ Thursday. .J
In December, other Negro cadets 
will be trained'’, as’ , navigator and 
bombadler officers w at airfield , 
which are ‘ as yet unannounceo. 
Ground, crews for the bombing! 
group are already in training at Air I 
Force installations throughout the 
country. The Negroes who will 
make up the group, are being train-, 
ed with white students.
The first all-Negro pursuit squad­
ron, the 99th, is already overseas, 
having seen action it\ North Africa, 
Sicily and Italy. Another squadron, 
the 100th, is in training at Tus- 
kegee Army Air Field, Tuskegee, 
Ala., where the 99th was trained.
AMSTERDAM STAR itfEWS 
New Y ork  C ity
Date JUN 1 9 1943
P-
Warlike Pictures o f Maneuvers
Of 96th at Selfridge Field
T O P : S E C O N D  L T .  J O H N  V . D U R A N D  I I I  (extrem e le f t )  Issues f in a l in s tru c tio n s  to  personne l o f the  
H ead q ua rte rs  and H ead q ua rte rs  Squadron o f the  96th  Service G roup  d u rin g  fie ld  m aneuvers  a t S e lfrid g e  
F ie ld . L ie u te n a n t D u ra n d , w ho com m ands th e  sq uad ron , h a ils  fro m  624 L iz a rd i S t., New  O rleans , La . T he  
ob ject a t  th e  re a r o f D u ra n d  is  an  A rm y  pup te n t, cam ouflaged w ith  tw igs, s tra w  and  soil. T h e  w e a th e r 
com pelled th e  sold ie rs  to  w ear ra in co a ts  in  a d d itio n  to o th e i fie ld  equ ipm en t, in c lu d in g  leggins, gas m ask 
a n d  steel he lm ets .
S E C O N D  F R O M  T O P : T R O O P S  O F  T H E  96th  S e rv ic e  G roup  disperse and  seek cover d u r in g  a s im u ­
la ted  m a ch ine  gun s tra f in g  by enem y a irc ra f t .  N o te  cam ouflaged pup te n t in  upper le f t  o f p ic tu re . 
T H IR D  F R O M  T O P : M A J O R  E D W A R D  V . H U G H E S , G roup  C om m ander, holds a c r itiq u e  fo r  o ffice rs  o f 
th e  96th  Service  G rou p  fo llo w in g  fie ld  exercises a t S e lfr id g e  F ie ld . T h e  lo c a tio n  is a disbanded and 
dam aged fa rm  b u ild in g  such as m ig h t be found  in  a com bat zone. T h is  also is an  im p rov ised  chapel, as 
in d ic a te d  by th e  cross atop th e  w a ll.
B O T T O M : IN  T H E  IM P R O V IS E D  chapel described above, vesper services are conducted by C ap l. 
A ugustus  G . Spears, C h a p la in  Corps, a f te r  f ie ld  m a n e u ve rs  by th e  96th  Service G roup  a t Se lfridge  F ie ld . 
C h a p la in  Spears- leg a l address is 977 J u lia  S t., B a to n  Rouge, L a . H is  w ife  resides a t 88 W as h in g to n  S t., 
C in c in n a t i,  O.
Repercussions Expected
The statement issued by Hastie in ex- 
. plaining his resignation may have major 
repercussions, since he has been widely re­
garded as the leader of conservative Negro 
opinion. A  graduate of Harvard Law School, 
he was the first Negro ever appointed to a 
Federal Judgeship. He is dean of Howard 
University Law School and was made spe­
cial assistant to the Secretary of War in 
October, 1940.
Hastie recalled that at the time of his 
^appointment to the War Dept, post, Stimson 
ordered that all major decisions affecting 
Negroes be referred to Hastie’s office for 
comment or approval “before final action.” 
In line with that directive, Hastie said, the 
Air Force Command in Dec., 1940, submit­
ted to him a plan for a segregated training 
center for Negro pursuit pilots at Tuskegee.
“I expressed my entire disagreement with 
the plan,” Hastie said today, “giving my 
reasons in detail. My views were disre­
garded. Since then the Air Command has 
never on its own initiative submitted any 
plan or project to me for comment or rec­
ommendation. What information I obtained 
1 had to seek out.”
Appeals to Soldiers
—  TT.isl ie nrftV il  an appeal to Negro soldiers 
and “those who influence his thinking”;,___
“I say with all the force and sincerity at 
my command that the man in uniform must 
grit his teeth, square his shoulders, and do 
his best as a soldier, confident that there 
are millions of Americans outside of the 
armed services, and more persons than he 
knows in high places within the military 
establishment, who never will cease fighting 
to remove every racial barrier and every 
humiliating practice which now confront
Hastie revealed that the crisis in his rela­
tions with the Air Command came late last 
December, when he learned “through Army 
press releases -sent out from St. Louis” and 
from the War Dept, in Washington that the 
Air Command was establishing a segregated 
officer candidate school at Jefferson Bar­
racks, Mo. The school was to train Negro 
officers for ground duty with the Army Air 
Forces.
“Here was a proposal for a radical de­
parture from present Army practices.”
Hastie said, “since the officer training pro­
gram is the one large field where the Army 
is eliminating racial segregation. Moreover, 
I actually had written to the Air Command 
several weeks earlier in an effort to find out 
what was brewing at Jefferson Barracks.
“The Air Command replied as late as 
Dec. 17, 1942, giving not the slightest hint 
of any plans for a segregated officer candi­
date school.
“The conclusion was inescapable that the 
Air Command does not propose to inform, 
much less counsel with, this office about its 
plans for Negroes.”
Specific Charges
Hastie’s letter contained the following 
concrete charges:
Negroes in the Air Forces are organized 
in “aviation squadrons” which “never have 
had a defined function” and have been as 
signed “the performance of odd jobs of 
common labor which arise from time to time 
at air fields.”
The Air Forces “are rejecting Negro 
applicants who wish to become weather offi­
cers in other highly specialized technical 
fields.” While the Air Forces need weather 
officers so badly that white volunteers are 
being solicited, Negro applicants for these 
posts have been rejected for more than six 
months.
*j Negroes similarly have been barred 
from armament and engineering—"both 
ground specialties for which the Army Air 
Forces have been accepting white cadets.” 
f  All Negro applicants for appointment 
as Army service pilots have been turned 
down. Two were instructed to report for 
training, but were sent home when it was 
discovered they were Negroes.
Negro medical officers in the Air Forces 
are getting only part of the special training 
in aviation medicine which is available.
Discussing the fate of Negroes at the 
Tuskegee air base, Hastie declared that 
Negro trainees “have -done well from a 
strictly technical point of view,” but “they 
have suffered such demoralizing discrimina­
tion and segregation that, in my judgment, 
the entire future of the Negro in combat 
aviation is in- danger.”
Arm
dron
Bringing Fighter Group 
To F^M C f t ^ ^  Strength
--------------------- f ^  XTTn . * T ‘W A S H IN G T O N / (A N P ) —  
The air forces is now bringing 
the Negro fighter group “ to 
rtrength” and will train them 
to carry out their combat mis­
sion, according to Robert P. 
Patterson, undersecretary of 
war.
The question of training ad­
ditional units, including a 
bomber group, is now under 
study, he added. In addition 
to this, he said, air base secur­
ity battalions will be organ­
ized and given the “ important 
tactical duty” of guarding air 
bases “not only in continental 
United States, but also in over­
seas theaters.”
This statement of program  
and policy of the war depart­
ment was contained in a let­
ter which the undersecretary
last week wrote to Wilbur 
La Roe, Jr., white of the W ash­
ington Federation of Churches, 
in answering 12 questions 
which the latter, as chairman 
of the federations’ committee 
on civic affairs, had submitted
Mr. La Roe wrote the war 
department on March 13 in­
quiring about certain alleged 
discriminations against Ne­
groes in the army air forces. 
Less than a week after its re­
ceipt, the department invited 
Mr. LaRoe and his committee 
into a conference. Am ong the 
four committee members was 
the Rev. Hallie Taylor, local 
figure.
The army was represented 
by a “ battery of generals” 
headed by the undersecretary.
\ y - v  \o o t \ -C -
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Truman K. Gibson, the civilian
aide to Secretary' Stim son/ was 
not present.
A t the conclusion of the con­
ference Mr. Patterson was ask­
ed to put his remarks in wilt 
ing, the result of which is the 
letter received by Mr. LaRoe 
last week. Although Mr. Gib­
son was not acceptable higher 
up the ladder of authority.
The department was asked 
in one question to comment on 
the “allegation” that Negroes 
are restricted to single engine ’ 
pursuit ships and barred from 
training for the heavy bomb­
ers. . t
“ It is true that Negroes are 
so far given the opportunity 
for training on single engine 
pursuit ships,” was the admis­
sion. “ It was believed wise to 
start by training a fighter 
group, where only one air man 
per plane is involved, namely 
the pilot.
To train a heavy bomber 
group, it is necessary to train 
in addition to the pilot, a nav­
igator, a bombardier, an aerial 
gunner, a radio operator, an 
additional mechanic and sev­
eral other technicians. Because 
of the technical and other fea­
tures present in flying, it was 
decided to proceed toward the 
formation of more complicated 
units after having gained ex­
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WASHINGTON.—The War De­
partment has announced today 
that Negro personnel in the Army, 
enlisted and commissioned, now 
totals more than 450,000, serv­
ing in every arm and branch of 
the service.Of that number, more 
than 60,000 are serving outside 
the continental United States with 
other American forces. In the Far 
Pacific, there are more than 25,- 
000 Negro soldiers on duty. Ap­
proximately 10,000 are stationed 
in North Africa.
In addition, a completely or­
ganized and well-trained Army 
Air Force pursuit squadron com­
posed of Negro personnel will be 
committed to combat soon, the 
war department said.
The release read: “Negro offi­
cers now on duty with troops 
number nearly 2,000. This num­
ber is being augmented from time 
to time as additional Negroes 
graduate from the various offi­
cer candidate schools.
"Distribution of these Negro 
troops covers the Army Ground 
Forces, Services of Supply, the 
Army Air Forces and Defense 
Commands. They are in all arms 
■nd services, including infantry, 
the quartermaster corps, the corps 
o f engineers, field artillery, coast 
artillery, the ordnance depart­
ment, the signal corps and the 
cavalry. The 25,000 Negro sold­
iers stationed in the Far Pacific 
comprise combat as well as ser­





groes out of the army than any 
other method. By eliminating this 
method of calling draftees for the 
army and by taking Negroes in 
all branches of the services, army, 
navy, marine corps, without re­
gard for the percentage quota, an 
easement on the number of whites 
being called will be effected.
An ANP representative stated 
that; McNutt did not clarify his 
statement nor elaborate on it 
when made to his press confer­
ence Monday, hpweyer, his state­




“ More than 70,000 Negroes are 
in the infantry. There are two Ne­
gro infantry divisions. Activation 
of a Negro cavalry division, hav­
ing among its elements the fam­
ous 9th and 10th Cavalry Regi­
ments, was announced February 
25. There are also more than 40,- 
000 Negroes in field and coast ar­
tillery units. In addition, many 
air base security battalions— mo­
bile, hard-hitting combat units— 
have been and are being activat- 
in the Army Air Forces with 
Negro personnel.
“ Dispersal of Negro personnel 
of the army is in accordance with 
war department policy. That pol­
icy calls for utilization of Negro 
troops wherever they can further 
the war effort. Negro soldiers are 
being trained as fighting men, 
and it is the considered judgment 
of the war department that they 
will acquit themselves on the bat­
tlefields of this war with the 
same courage, distinction and val­
or that their forefathers display­
ed in all the wars n which this 
country has engaged.”
Meanwhile, according to the As 
•ociated Negro Press, “Draft 
more Negroes for the army, re­
gardless of the past rulings and 
considerations of percentages,”  is 
the plea of Paul V. McNutt, who 
sees in this step the elimination 
of the necessity for drafting 
whites in other classifications. Me-1 
Nutt has pointed out that the per­
centage system has kept more Ne-1
POINT TO FEPC AGAIN
The ANP story continues: 
“While McNutt is willing to see 
that Negroes are called into the 
army regardless of the number 
or percentage, he has done no­
thing about the FEPC in which 
Negroes themselves are intensely 
interested.
“ Calling Negroes for the army 
by quota has left a large pool of 
Negroes with 1-A classifications, 
McNutt says. On the other hand, 
a large number of whites have 
been called into the army ex­
hausting completely the 1-A class­
ification.
“Earlier in the war it was pos­
sible for whites to enlist in all 
branches of the service. Negroes, 
were denied this privilege. As a 
result, white men were already 
draining their own manpower 
pool before Negroes were permit­
ted to join up.
“ In the first days of the selec­
tive service system, even when 
men were being called to the col­
ors, they were slow in calling Ne­
groes, declaring there were no 
facilities for training them at that, 
time. The recent statement of the 
war department that there are 
now 450,000 Negroes in the armed 
services bears out the statement 
that there are slightly over 10% 
in the military service.
“ McNutt’s new suggestion will 
bring to the navy, marine corps 
and army an influx of men which 
they say they are not ready to ac­
cept.
“ Mr. McNutt has been advised 
to apply the same principles to 
the FEPC and the labor situation.
“ The war and navy department 
bluntly refused to accept Mc­
Nutt’s proposal to draft Negro 
es without reference to the per­
centage quotas which they have 
followed in the past. Such action 
would upset ell of the depart­
mental plans and arrangements.’*
P M , M O N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1,  194S
Anti-Negro Bias 
Charged to Air Command
Federal Judge, Former Aide to Stimson, 
Blasts Policy of Segregation and Discrimination
By James A. W echsler
PM’s Bureau
WASHINGTON, Feb. l.-Judge William
H. Hastie, who recently resigned as adviser 
on Negro problems to Secretary of War 
Henry L. Stimson, today accused the Army 
Air Forces Command of “reactionary poli­
cies and discriminatory practices” designed 
to curb Negro participation in that service.
In his first public statement since he left 
Stimson’s office, Hastie said that he re­
signed when "the whole course of my deal­
ings with the Army Air Forces convinced 
me that further expression of my views in 
the form of recommendations within the 
War Dept, would be futile.”
Hastie warned:
“Biased policies and harmful practices es­
tablished in this branch of the Army all too 
easily can affect other branches as well. The 
situation has become critical. I therefore 
took the only course which I believe can 
bring results. Public opinion* still is the 
strongest force in American life.”
Negro pilot officers at Tuskegee Army Flying School after getting their wings 
last July. They are watching classmates in the air.
AFRO-AMERICAN
’te p h in g to n , DC
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"We Carried War to Rommel," 
D.C. Lad Writes His Sister f ?
Flew All over Africa, Days Hot,
Nights Cold; Water as Scarce as 
H-l, Says Half-Pint Ground Crewman
“ We really carried the war to 
Rommel,” declared half-pint 
Ground Crewman Morris Murray 
of this city, in a chatty letter re­
ceived by his sister, Mrs. Jean 
M. Smith, FEPC receptionist, last 
week.
Morris, who is only about four 
foot six and was believed too 
small for army duty, revealed that 
he had flown all over North Afri­
ca during the now terminated 
Tunisian campaign.
In his letter, he says:
Strange People, Strange War 
“ Well, here I am in Africa. 
Strange country, strange people— 
strange war. We are in the 
middle of it all, though I can’t 
tell you where I am, where I’ve 
been, or where I’m going . . . 
Strange letter, too, huh?
Well and Happy 
“ Do not worry about me, for I 
am well, happy as can be under 
the circumstances and still alive. 
That, after all, is the big thing.
“ f  could go on for hours 
writing about the many things 
I have experienced here in 
Africa. . . but there are such 
persons as censors, so I must 
stick to the straight and narrow 
path.
“ I have flown practically all ov­
er North Africa by army trans­
port plane. I have visited many 
of the famous cities of this nor­
thern part of Africa. I have seen 
cities laid waste by bombs, 
watched Spitfires in action and 
seen war at its height.
Made Many Friends 
“ I have made many valuable 
contacts with British Tommies 
and French Legionnaires. Leav­
ing out the horrors of war, I am 
having the time of my life.
“ Life with us now is one 
move after another. We hard­
ly stay anywhere over three 
weeks. My home since arriv­
ing, has been one dugout after 
another. Usually in the sides 
of mountains.
“The rainy season kept us pret­
ty well in the doghouse for the 
first month, but now that the rains 
have ceased, we are getting too 
much sunshine. How I could go 
for an ice cream cone. Wow! 
Carry War to Rommel 
“ I am now at an advanced air­
field somewhere in North Africa. 
We are carrying the war to Rom- 
mell . . . and sometimes he brings 
it to us. That’s the game we 
are playing. I am tired as hell 
of airplanes . . .  of their drone 
. . . their scream . . . their 
terror.
“ I have seen Jerry in the skies 
all around us at times. He is a 
dangerous fellow to watch — and
we don’t watch him long. ______
Water Scarce as Hell 
“ Water is a problem . . . scarce 
as hell. Food is just one can 
after another of ‘C’ rations.
When I get back to the States, 
don’t ever offer me a V&mna saus­
age or sauerkraut, or'beans.
“ Baths are something you 
dream about nights and, clean 
clothes are out of the question. 
The Arabs puzzle us. Whose 
side are they on? They are the 
dirtiest people you would ever 
want to see. . We buy eggs 
them, and they buy cigarettes
and food from us..........................
“ Africa is a beautiful coun­
try. Hot during the day and 
cold at night. There aren’t 
ten trees in all North Africa 
that I’ve seen. W e have re­
ceived only one batch of mail 
since leaving the States. We 
are all ‘mail starving.’
“ We get cigarettes issued to us 
once a week, and every now and 
then happen to get hold of a 
piece of hard candy. The fam­
ous battles you are reading about 
now will be first-hand information 
from me. I have so much I could 
tell you, but can’t.
“ Tell the kids to keep growing 
and someday soon their Uncle 
Morris will be coming home to see 
them. Tell them war is not fun. 
It takes a big hole out of your 
life. I am confident that I shall 
see the end of this struggle and 
will be home to live among you 
whom I love and hold so dear.”
CHICAGO BEE 
C h ica g o , 111.
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332D NEGRO FIGHTER GROUP 
HEADED BY COL. SELWAY
SELFRIDGE FIELD, Mich., 
June 3.—Col. Robert R. Selway, 
Air Corps, has reported for duty 
at Selfridge Field, and is com­
manding the 332nd Fighter 
Group, first all-Negro flying 
groUD in the Army Air Forces.
His permanent home address 
is 3445 Ramona Drive, Riverside, 
Cal. Mrs. Selway is with him at 
Selfridge Field.
Colonel Selway was educated 
in a private school, at Kentucky 
Military Institute, where he was 
an honor graduate in 1920, and 
at the United States Military 
Academy, from which he was 
graduated in 1924. He has also 
graduated from the Air Service 
Primary Flying school, where he 
specialized in the observation 
course; the Air Corps Balloon 
and Airship school; the Air 
Corps Primary Flying school; 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
school, specializing in the bom­
bardment course, and the Air 
Corps Tactical school. He is rat 
ed as a pilot, balloon pilo 
command observer and balloo 
observer.
Following graduation from 
U. S. Military Academy, Colone 
Selway was commissioned 
second lieutenant June 12, 1924 
He was promoted to first lieute­
nant, July 12, 1929; to capt 
(temporary) April 20, 1935; 
captain (permanent) August 
1935; to major (temporary) 
March 11, 1940; to major (per 
manent) June 12, 1941, and lie 
tenant-colonel, November 15 
1941. He is now a true colon 
in the Regular' Army.
Colonel Selway was born 
cember 31, 1902, in Sherii
Wyo.
“ BIG BROTHER WILL WIN THE WAR”—Ten year old Donald
Robertson when told that it would take fifteen months of hard work 
to earn silver wings like the ones sported by Lt. Spurgeon Ellington, 
(extreme right) replied that his brother-in-law, Lt. Bernard Knighten, 
flying officer in North Africa, would have won the war and taught 
him to fly long before that time. Donald, is pictured with (left to 
right), Lt. James A. Tibbs of Montclair, N. J., engineering officer, 
Warrant Officer Robert Snead, Assistant Photographic Officer from 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Lt. Ellington, a native of Winston Salem, N. C., 
who is a fighter pilot at Tusgegee. Tuskegee Army Air Field Foto.
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In War or Peace—
♦
FUTURE SOLDIER 
—John Butler of 
Troop 504, Washing­
ton, D. C., who was 
one of the first 
Boy Scouts to qual­
ify as a Dispatch 
Bearer.—OWI Foto.
RECEIVES DIRECT COMMISSION— Second Lt. Harold 
C. Hayes, who recently was commissioned from civilian 
life and assigned to the Tuskegee Army Air Field to teach 
navigation. Lt. Hayes, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur T. 
Hayes of 82 W. Rutland Square, Boston, Mass., attended 
Wentworth Institute from 1934 to 1936, and A. and T. 
College from 1937 to 1940. He is married to the former 
Miss Ruth Hedrick of Gary, Indiana.
"Our Hope in Years to Come'
T H E  P E O P L E ’ S V O I C E  J U L Y  10.  1 9 4 3
A IR  CORPS PH O TO -TE C H N IC IA N S— Shown in the above photo are 
Staff Sergeant W oodrow Broadway o f  W ashington, I). C\, receiv­
ing film and assignm ent from  Staff Sergeant Henry Osborn o f  N ew 
York City. Sergeant Broadway is ch ief photographer and Sergeant 
Osborn is photographic production ch ief at the Tuskegee A rm y A ir 
Field.— Tuskegee Arm y A ir Field Foto.
PITTSBURG- COURIER 
P i t t s b u r g ,  P a .




W A S H IN G T O N , J u ly  22— I n  w h a t has  been ca lled  th e  m o s t
“ s h a m e fu l’ 
charged  las
s to ry  o f th e  w a r, th e  T ru m a n  C o m m itte e  o f  th e  S enate  
t  w e ek  th a t  th e  W r ig h t  A e ro n a u tic a l C o rp o ra tio n  p la n t
a t  L o c k la n d , O h io , has  been tu r n in g  o u t d e fe c tive  eng ines fo r  th e
P-40 fig h te rs  w ith  th e  co -op e ra tion  
o f A r m y  A i r  F o rc e  insp ec to rs .
T h e  c o m m itte e  fo u n d  th e  C u r- 
t is s -W r ig h t  s u b s id ia ry  has  been 
s e llin g  th e  G o v e rn m e n t d e fe c tive  
and  b e low  s ta n d a rd  p lane  eng ines
by fa ls i fy in g  te s ts  and  n in e  o th e r  
p rac tices  designed to  by-pass A r m y  spec ifica tions .
T U S K E G E E  U S E S  S A M E  E N G IN E S
T h is  s h o c k in g  re p o r t a la rm e d  
N eg ro  c itize n s  because i t  accused a  g re a t A m e r ic a n  c o rp o ra tio n  o f 
e n d a n g e rin g  th e  liv e s  o f  y ou n g  col­o red  fig h te rs , s ince th e  eng ines f r o m  th e  C u rt is s  p la n t a re  th e  sam e as used in  th e  p lanes flo w n  b y  th e  tw o  co lo red  A i r  F o rc e  squadrons and  th e  tra in e e s  a t th e  Tuskegee 
A r m y  A i r  Base.S p e c u la tio n  has been g o ing  a rou n d  
as to  w h e th e r  th e  e ig h t deaths am ong  co lo red  a irm e n  d u r in g  th e  p ast y e a r w as  due to  th e  fa u l t y  eng ines m a n u fa c tu re d  by th e  L o c k - 
land , O h io  p la n t and  app roved  by A r m y  A i r  F o rc e  insp ec to rs .I t  is  reca lled  th a t  C o l. Sam ue l W e s tb ro o k , fo rm e r  co m m a n d e r o f th e  332nd F ig h te r  G rou p  a t  S e lf­r id g e  F ie ld , M ic h ig a n , g round ed  a l l  th e  P-40s used b y  h is  p ilo ts  to  a w a it  n ew  p lanes, fo llo w in g  th e  d ea th  o f  tw o  flie rs  in  c rashes la s t M ay , and  th re e  o th e r  d ea ths  th e  sam e w e ek  a t  th e  Tuskeg ee  Base. 
T H E  R O L L  O F  D E A T H
T h e  fo llo w in g  f l ie rs  h ave  been k il le d  in  p lane  c rashes d u r in g  th e
past y e a r:C A D E T  R O B E R T  D A W S O N , 24, k i l le d  June , 1942, a t  Tuskeg
2 n d .1_______ _________________________G IN N IS , k i l le d  Sept. 12, 1942, a t
TUSk62[G6 iL T .  E A R L  'E U G E N E  K IN G , k il le d  a M a rc h  24, 1943, a t  Tuskeg ee .2nd L T .  W IL M E T H  S ID A T -S IN G H , k il le d  M a y  9, 1943, a t  S e lfr id g e  
F ie ld .2nd L T .  J E R O M E  T H O M P S O N  E D W A R D S , k il le d  M a y  9, 1943, a t  S e lfr id g e  F ie ld .2nd L T .  J A M E S  E . B R O T H E R S , k il le d  M a y , 1943, a t Tuskegee. C A D E T  R O S S  S T E W A R T ,  k il le d  M a y  8, 1943, a t  Tuskegee.
CEI Ci’UC SCivDAY BEE 
C h ic a g o , 111 .
2 8 ft,
’KEGEE FLYERS OFF TO  
TRAIN AS BOMBARDIERS
KESSLER FIELD, Miss., Nov 
25. (ANP)—More than 100 for­
mer aviation cadets from Tuske- 
gee Army Air field arrived here 
last week to begin training as 
bombardiers. The men were 
scheduled to go through psy­
chological testing this week be­
fore being assigned to regular 
training schedules.
All of the men have flying ex­
perience because all of them 
formerly were aspirants to be­
come pursuit pilots. Failing be­
cause of academic requirements 
or some little quirk which pre­
vented their winning the covet­
ed wings of a pursuit pilot, the
boys have a new opportunity as 
they strive to bcome “ air marks­
men” and take their places in 
bombing crews. It is understood 
they will a’ so receive navigation 
training, the jobs of navigator- 
bombardier being combined in 
the future.
Practically every ex-cadet on 
the Tuskegee field except those 
were eliminated bcause of some 
physical disability was eligible 
and eager to join this, the first 
group of Negro cadets to get 
bombardier training. In giving 
the men who had sought to be 
pilots an opportunity to become 
bombardiers the air corps is fol­
lowing the same procedure used 
with white flying students.
At the same time a dozen ca­
dets who had finished training 
at Tuskegee in twin-engine fly­
ing, left for Mather field for 
further training as bomber pi­
lots.
These movements indicate 
that bomber crew training is 
definitely on its way. The men 
will get their first training at 
Tuskegee field and then be as­
signed to other bases for fur­
ther training. Half of the classes 
at Tuskegee in the future will 
be twin-engine trainees for 
bombers. The balance will spe­
cialize on the single engine jobs 
and'be used to form replace­
ments for the men of the 332d 
group now training at Selfridge 
field, Mich.
BoysColored
Acting Secretary of War John J. McCloy announced Thursday 
that colored airmen will soon be flying the B-26 shown above as 
navigators and bombardiers.
The plane is made at the Martin factory in Baltimore. It is a 
medium bomber of midwing monoplane design. Construction is all- 
metal monocoque. The landing gear is a retractable tricycle type.
The power plant consists of two Pratt and Whitney 18-cylinder 
engines rated at 1850 horsepower. The propellers are Curtiss auto­
matic electric, four bladed, full feathering with diameters of 13 feet 
6 inches. The gross weight of the plane is 26,625 pounds. Provis­
ions are available for a crew of five.
Segregation Banned as Air 
Corps Plans Bombing Unit
WASHINGTON
Details for the activation of an 
all-colored medium bombardment 
group by next July 1 were an­
nounced by Acting Secretary of 
War John J. McClay at his press 
conference Thursday.
Mr. McCloy emphasized that the 
men who are to compose this 
b ^ b in g  group are to be trained 
'  „ >ed classes. This is the first 
T^army air force have aban-
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doned segregation in the training 
of pilots.
Within a month, the acting 
secretary said, colored cadets will 
be sent either to Fort Dodge, Kan., 
or to Del Rio, Texas, to begin 
training in a B-26 Transition 
School to fly B-26 airplanes.
Ground Crews in Training
In December the first colored
gators and bombardier officers.
Their training as such will cover1 
a period of eighteen weeks, aft?b 
which they will go to gunnery 
school.
Ground crews for the bombing 
group are already in training in 
classes with white students.
These men are studying radio, 
aviation mechanics, electrical 
work and armor at Lincoln Field, 
Neb., Chanute Field. 111., and 
Lowry Field, Colo., and at other 
air force installations.
Announcement was first made 
that the army air force would 
train colored personnel as bom­
bardiers a-mf navigators _ by Rob­
ert P. Patterson, the Under Secre­
tary of War, on July 15.
The decision of army air force 
to activate an all-colored medium 
bombardment group is believed to 
have been influenced by the 99th 
Pursuit Squadron, now based in 
jSicilv which demonstrated its ef­
ficiency whenever if  contacted the 
enemy.
AFRO-AMERI CAN 
W ash, D. C„
r a t e  t o  x  °  1S43
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Brother Team at TAAF Hospital
First Lieut. Ilallcy B. Taylor (left), dispensary officer, and his 
brother, S/Sgt. Robert E. Taylor, who is sergeant major, are shown 
collaborating on a piece of official business at the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field's station hospital.
Brothers, Separated by 
Army, Reunited at TAAF
TUSKEGEE, Ala. — Two broth­
ers, separated when the older was 
inducted into the armed forces, 
were brought together again when 
First Lieut. Halley B. Taylor re­
ported to the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field Station Hospital to assume
duties as dispensary officer here 
recently.
S/Sgt. Robert E. Taylor, who 
proudly remarked, “ I’m eighteen 
months older than Halley,” is ser­
geant-major at the post hospital. 
Neither has gotten over the thrill 
of being brought together again.
Both H.U. Graduates
S/Sgt. Taylor was inducted into 
the armed forces in March, 1942, 
came to TAAF a month later and 
has been stationed here since 
then. He is a 1938 graduate of 
Howard University, studied em­
balming at the Eckels’ School in 
Philly, and was employed by a 
Washington undertaker before his 
induction.
Lieutenant Taylor was first 
commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Infantry Reserve Corps at 
the completion of four years’ 
ROTC at Howard University. He 
was commissioned a first lieuten­
ant in the Medical Reserve Corps 
las June, took a course ^t Car­
lisle Barracks, Pa., and has since 
served as assistant venereal dis­
ease control officer at Fort Hua- 
chuca, Ariz.
Dad a D.C. Minister
The men are sons of the Rev. 
Halley B. Taylor, pastor of the 
Fifteenth St. Presbyterian Church 
in Washington. S/Sgt. Taylor 
is married to the former Miss Cor- 
dessa Hall of Middleburg, Va., and 
is the father of a 13-month-old 
daughter.
" T ) < £ r C . f e ^ N O o  f c v  l ^ ,  1 ^ 3
Negro Cadets Begin Sixth Week 
At Huge Texas Navigation B*«e
HONDO ARMY AIR FIELD, 
Hondo, Texas.—The pioneer class of 
44-3-10 (known here as “Squadron 
10” ), first class of Negro navigation 
cadets in the history of the Army 
Air Forces, has completed four fly­
ing missions over West Texas ter­
rain with "marked proficiency,” ac­
cording to their Hondo Field 
flight commander. First Lieutenant 
George F. Mclnerney.
Hondo Field, a navigation air­
base of the Army Air Forces Train­
ing Command, received this first 
Negro navigation group on October 
22, and immediately launched the 
men on an intensive 18 weeks' navi­
gation training schedule. After 
comprehensive indoctrination for 
two weeks, the Negro cadets made 
their first training hop. Each now 
has 18 hours in the air on pilot­
age, dead reckoning and air plot 
training missions.
They have made excellent prog­
ress in the preliminary courses— 
accenting straight dead reckoning, 
pilotage, air plot, compasses, drift- 
meters and swinging of the airman's 
compass.
Upon successful completion of 
their course at Hondo Field, mem­
bers of this pioneer Negro naviga-< 
,tion squadron will receive commis- 
'jions as flight officers or second 
lieutenant in the AAF, and will 
wear the silver wings of rated AAF 
navigators. They will have quali­
fied to guide the course of American 
bombers to enemy targets anywhere 
on earth.
Bombardier Course Next
It is understood that the Negro 
graduates will be given a 12-weeks 
bombardiering course when thf.v 
leave Hondo Field, and then will 
be fully trained for their objective 
—completing America's first Negro 
bombardment squadron. Incident­
ally, but of extreme importance to 
the AAF, the advent of this class 
opens a new source of navigation 
cadet manpower.
All of these 30 cadets (11 cadets 
and 19 aviation students) are elim­
inated pilots who were reclassified 
at various stages of single engine 
pilot training at. Tuskegee, Ala­
bama. After being eliminated, 
they reverted to enlisted men’s
status and were assigned to various 
duties at Tuskegee for awhile- 
They were subsequently given an 
opportunity to take examinations 
for navigation and bombardiering 
Approximately 100 eliminated Neg 
pilots took the test at Tuskegee 
September of this year, and the 
members of Hondo Field's “Squad 
ron 10” are the handpicked grou 
resulting.
As are all new things, the Neg 
cadet squadron is looked upon as a 
sort of “guinea pig” class at the 
airbase, and the progress of each 
man is being closely watched by of­
ficers charged with training.
The officers are optimistic.
Flight Commander Lieut. Mclner- 
ne.y and Lieut. J. Onebane, two of­
ficers most directly in charge of the 
Negro class, the members of Class 
44-3-10 have been characterized as 
‘‘ . . . .a  darned good bunch of meh 
—extremely capable.”
As for the men themselves, they 
appear to be determined to prove 
they have the same stuff that has 
made other units of their race justly 
famous in the annals of the United 
States Army.
Class 44-3-10 is being given the 
same course, and the same daily 
routine all other nagivation cadets 
get at Hondo Field. They have the 
same classroom hours, regular calis­
thenics, and drill and retreat cere­
monies. They are not being let out 
of anything and nothing is being 
made more rigid for them. They 
are good at drill, and, as might be 
expected, highly proficient in ath­
letics.
THE CHICAGO DEFENDER 




TUSKEGEE ARMY AIR -FIELD, 
Ala.—For 28 years while heading 
the Tuskegee Institute band a 
orchestra, the commanding offii 
of the 313th Army Air Forces ba 
and post band director at TA 
was known as “captain.” Recen 
First Lieut. Frank L. Drye 
promoted to the rank of capti 
in the army of the United Sta 
The brilliant success of the tune 
Tuskegee Army Air Field band, 
which was rated by the Atl: 
Journal as one of the great 
marching bands since John Phil__r 
Sousa is due largely to this veteran 
army musician's leadership.
The chromatic development of 
this full 60-piece army band from 
only 12 GI wind-jammers is a story 
of patience and hard work. But it 
didn't take long for the “cap 
to change these former swing ci 
from Harlem, Cleveland and 
bama State college Into sol 
who were to salute as well as “
After only seven months, 
doubling in the role of swings 
in the post orchestra, they w< 
ready to tour in the first Boi 
Sales Campaign. They aided in 
selling over one million dollars in 
war bonds and stamps, throughout 
Alabama and Georgia.
AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS 
New Y o r k ,C ity
D a t e  B E C S 5  1 9 4 3
p .
A T E A M  IN  C IV IL IA N  L IF E ,  a te a m  also in  th e  A rm y  M e d ic a l Corps, 
are these tw o b ro th e rs  a t th e  S ta t io n  H o s p ita l here a t  th e  Tuskege* 
A rm y  A ir  F ie ld . F ir s t  L ie u te n a n t H a lle y  B . T a y lo r , D isp ensa ry  Of* 
flee r, le f t ,  and  h is  b ro th e r, S ta f f  S e rg ean t R o b e rt E . T a y lo r ,  w ho  is 
S e rg e a n t-m a jo r, a re  show n c o lla b o ra tin g  on  a piece o f o tf ic ia l busi­
ness.— P h o to  by A A F  T r a in in g  C om m and ,




W A S H IN G T O N , D ec. 23  
T h e first N egro com bat bat­
talion to go  into action on 
E uropean soil has brought 
down two more enemy planes, 
andf captured four German pris­
oners, the War Department re­
ported today.
Now somewhere the
frontlines in I t a l y ,  the 450th 
■\nti-Ai.craft artillery (automat­
ic weapons) battalion which re­
ceived commendation from. Lieu­
tenant General Mark W. Clark, 
commanding general of the Fifth 
Army, for gallantry under fire, 
has further distinguished itself
1031 Dubois street, D e t r o i t ,  
Mich., is section chief of the gun 
crew officially credited with de­
struction of the two planes.
This same gun section was at 
its post one afternoon when an 
excited Italian farmer came run­
ning up to Sergeant Tyler, wav­
ing his arms wildly and pointing 
to a culvert about 800 yards 
from the position o c c u p i ed by 
the section’s guns. Sergeant Ty­
ler quickly came around to the 
realization that something was in 
the culvert.
Snatching up his tommy-gun. 
and ordering three of his men 
to follow him with their rifles. 
Sergeant Tyler led the group to 
the culvert. In a short time they 
returned with four German pris­
oners, who surrendered without 
a struggle, and reported the ex­
istence in the culvert of a 
stock of lethal equipment

By FLETCHER P. MARTIN
(Representing Combined N egro Press)
GUADALCANAL—(Via Airmail) 
•—The Battle of the Coral Sea, near­
ly two years old, did more than 
stop the Japanese southward thrust, 
it saved from possibly annihilation 
a Negro infantry force, among other 
troops, which would have found it 
very difficult, almost impossible, to 
stand up under the enemy's over­
whelming numbers and material. 
This is the opinion of ranking army 
vrricers approached on the subject.
Almost less than a month follow­
ing a very ‘red’ alert, this unit was 
in the New Hebrides (May 4, 1942) 
following entrainment from Fort 
iBenning, Ga., and embarkation from 
somewhere along the west coast of 
America. Defenses were hurriedly 
put up and the unit awaited what 
seemed the almost inevitable.
The enemy was known to be 
pushing southward. After his land­
ings on Rabaul (New Britain) in 
January, 1942, his forces moved 
down through the Solomons toward 
the southeast. Bougainville, Munda 
on New Georgia, each base was 
fortified enroute. With a large naval 
force he continued south through 
the Solomons Islands and Louisiade 
archipelago. Tulago, north across 
the channel from Guadalcanal was 
occupied. The fleet continnued 
South.
The enemy’s strategy could well 
be understood. Cut off the Allied 
supply route from America to 
Australia. The New Hebrides had 
become our perimeter of defense. 
South of these islands lay New 
Caledonia, the South Pacific out­
post guarding the essential life line. 
If this were cut off the enemy 
would control the Southwest Pacific. 
True, we had landed troops in Aus­
tralia, but Australia was nearly a 
thousand miles away.
Time was the important element. 
If the job was to be done, it had 
to be done quickly. America was 
sending troops into the Southwest. 
On March 17. 1942, the War Depart­
ment announced landings in Aus­
tralia. On April 26. it was official­
ly announced that American forces 
had landed on New Caledonia. The 
enemy had to move, and quick.
The distance between enemy 
holdings in the Solomons and the 
American defenses on  N ew  
Hebrides was roughtly 850 miles. A 
few hours by aircraft, or two days 
by fast ship. The. troops on the 
Hebrides were America’s hope to 
stave off the attack, holding fort 
until reinforcements arrived. It was 
a ticklish business, a serious busi­
ness.
New Assignments
Assigned to the Tuskegee Army 
Air Field from Camp Lee, Va., 
are 2nd Lis. James A. Shields 
of 4724 Williams street, com ­
missioned April 2, 1943, and 
Cecil B. Thomas of G042 Brush 
street, commissioned July 15, 
1943. Lt. Shields is the son of 
Nathan Shields and Lt. Thomas 
is the son of Mrs. Lillian 
Thomas, both of Detroit.
airpow er Saved Infantry
On May 4, the Negro infantry ar­
rived. The ships were unloaded, 
weapons and ammunition rushed 
off, gun emplacements constructed 
.—everything made ready for what 
seemed the inevitable. The enemy 
was coming, the men knew they 
were coming, they were resigned to 
the fate of holding on as long as 
possible.
Two days later, just two days, 
American and Australian air power 
ptruck the fleet. It was a swift and
deadly blow, a surprise which later 
proved disastrous for the enemy. 
As one officer explained, the Ameri­
cans had everything that could fly 
In the air. Aircraft came from 
everywhere. For five days the 
enemy fleet was hammered. In the 
end the Japanese had lost 11 ves­
sels sunk including one aircraft 
P I r*®r.ifn£ one heavy cruiser. This 
T n T T  belief that the enemy had
L ! i n m d. n t° tr °°PS 3nd Plontv Of
X t ^ r  ‘our small T ore  d°Ub‘T  have siirvi„oa ,  . f°rces could
had landed. ^ SUCh enemy power
G v V g r W V  v t :
Daring 99th In Italy Ends Year 
With 236 Missions In 6 Months
_______________ ~  *  -  ‘H-
A R M Y  A IR  F O R C E  H E A D Q U A R T E R S , N O R T H  A F R IC A — In its six m onths o f op­
eration on this side o f the Atlantic, the 99th Fighter Squadron has flown 236 missions of 
1,156 sorties (as o f December 21, 1 9 4 3 ), with the loss o f four pilots, two by enem y action, 
he W a r Departm ent announced this week. The squadron left the United States April 2,-----------  ■ -  <3>-1943, and, two months later, flew 
its first combat mission—a bomb­
ing raid (skip-bombing) against 
gun positions on Pantelleria. 
FIFTEEN “VETERANS”
Fifteen of the original 28 pilots 
of the 99th Squadron are still on 
the job, with nine "veterans” now 
back in the United States to help 
train others. Nineteen replace­
ments have come in since Septem­
ber.
Now past the experimental stage, 
the squadron continues to set speed 
marks in maintenance, like chang­
ing an engine in just over six 
hours. When the outfit was in the 
United States, it held the best 
maintenance record in the Third 
Air Force for months with a daily 
average of 85 to 90 per cent of 
planes flyable.
VERSATILE FIGHTERS
Pilots of the 99th have done 
every type of fighter plane work, 
but most of their missions, as at 
present, have been close support 
bombing for the British Eighth 
Army.
Their score against enemy 




AFRO War Correspondent with 
U.S. Troops in North Africa 
[C o p y rig h t . R e p ro d u c tio n  in  w hole 
o r in  pa rt expressly fo rb id d e n .]
SOMEWHERE IN AFRICA 
—Second Lt. Robert H. Smith, 
23, of 2541 Madison Avenue, 
Baltimore, Md., is among the 
group fighter pilots landed 
here recently who are expect­
ed to serve as replacements in 
Italy.
These pilots were in high 
spirits after the short, unevent­
ful crossing, and had devil-may- 
care attitudes toward facing 
actual warfare. They complet­
ed their training at Selfridge 
Field, as part of a fighter 
squadron, flying P-39’s and 
amassing an average of 100 
hours fighter training time 
each.
Commissioned at Tuskegee
Prior to last October when 
this training began, they earned 
second lieutenant commissions 
at Tuskegee.
Some Easterners in this 
group are George M. Rhodes, 
Jr., 22, of 331 Jefferson Ave­
nue, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Charles 
B. Johnson, 26, o f  1547 Gratz 
Street, Philadelphia; Henry B. 
Scott, 22. Orientave, Jersey 
City, N.J.; Hugh S. Warner, 26, 
540 W. 144th Street, New York; 
Maceo D. Harris, Jr., 24, 352 
Howard Street, Boston.
Others in this group are Wil­
liam H. Thomas, 24, Los An­
geles, Calif; Duskell B. Ponder, 
23; Oscar Hutton, Jr„ 27: Al­
fonso Simmons, 24; Emory L. 
Robbins, 25, Chicago; Gwynn 
Peirson, 22, Oakland, Calif.; Ed­
ward Laird, 23, Brighton, Ala.; 
Roger B. Brown, 26, Glencoe, 
111., and Turner W. Payne, 27, 
Wichita Falls, Tex.
A F E O -A M E R IC A S
B a lt iH iO r e , Md.
Date
P.
JAN  1 5  1944
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By ART CARTER
AFRO War Correspondent with 
U.S. Troops in Italy 
[C o p y rig h t . R ep ro ductio n  in whole 
o r  lu  p a rt  expressly fo rb id d e n .] 1
ADVANCED AIR BASE —  (By
Ohioan New C. O. 1
Wholesale departure of the 
pilots necessitated a reorganiza­
tion of the staff, elevating Captain 
Erwin B. Lawrence, 24, of 2168 
E. 90th Street, Cleveland, to com­
manding officer and Captain Leon 
C. Roberts, Pritchard, Ala., to op­
erations officer, the latter replac­
ing Captain Custis.
Roberts was promoted to cap­
tain Monday, two days after re­
ceiving his new assignment as op­
erations chief. At the same time, 
1st Lt. John W. Rogers, 25, Chi
Cable, Censored)—Sunday mark-/  cat,o, was promoted to captain and
‘  ' s ap ­ed the first anniversary of the
99th Fighter Squadron’s over­
seas duty and on that date the 
squadron completed its 400th mis­
sion, ran its sortie total to 2,591, 
gnd continued its dive bombing 
operations, helping with close sup­
port work to Allied ground forces 
around the Cassino-Rome areas.
Targets included gun positions, 
supply dumps, motor transports 
and, in one instance, a Nazi fac­
tory in the Rome vicinity which 
they smashed with four direct 
hits and seven hits in the target 
area.
Other targets were pounded 
' with the customary well-patterned 
bombing which left the spots 
smoking in ruins. Enemy flak 
was reported heavy but all planes
returned safely with only two in­
cidents proving anyway bother­
some to the flying Warhawks.
Crash Lands Safely
First Lt. Lewis C. Smith re­
turned Sunday with his plane 
| sieved by Nazi ack-ack fire, while 
| poor visibility forced Lts. John 
Gibson and John Daniels, both of
pointed senior flight com- 
! mander.
In relinquishing command of 
the outfit of which he has been 
commanding officer since Lt. Col. 
Benjamin Davis, Jr., returned to 
assume leadership of a new fight­
er group, Major Roberts declared: 
Will Be Anxious to Return
“ It is going to be r. joy to see 
my wife and son but I hate to 
leave the outfit. All of the men, 
from ground crew to pilots, have 
been swell.
“ We’ve worked like a football 
team, with everybody doing his j 
bit to make a clicking combina- I 
tion, and as its coach, I shall be 
on itchy feet until I return.”
He wished Captain Lawrence 
the best of luck, and the new com­
manding officer, formerly the 
squadron’s assistant operations of­
ficer, countered:
To Follow Traditions 
1 “ I realize that my new position 
is one of great responsibility and 
I am proud that this honor has 
been bestowed upon me.
“ I have had the benefit of work-
Chicago, to land at another field. | 
Another unscheduled incident I 
involved the crash landing of 1st 
Lt. Herman Lawson who found 
his engine “ acting up” on the 
take-off. He made a semi-circle 
of the field and belly-landed un­
harmed in the opposite direction.
7 Pilots En Route Home 
Seven veteran pilots of the 
squadron, boasting a combined 
sortie total of 510, with five Nazi 
victories and one plane damaged, 
embarked this week for the U.S.
. for rest and rehabilitation.
Headed by Major George S.
| Roberts, commanding officer, the 
j group included Captains L. Rod- 
I ney Custis, Charles B. Hall, 
James T. Wiley and Herbert E. 
Carter; 1st Lts. Willie H. Fuller 
and Willie Ashley, all charter 
pilots of the famed fighter squad- ] 
ron.
Major Roberts departed on 1 
rest and rehabilitation orders and 1 
is scheduled to return to active 
duty upon completion of his rest 
period, while the others are on 
reassignment to the States.
ing under two excellent leaders 
and it is my intention to follow 
the traditions and policies that 
they have established in making 
it the fine unit that it is.”
New Flight Commander
Under the new set-up in the 
squadron, 1st Lt. Henry B. Perry 
of Thomasville, Ga., was named 
assistant operations officer and 
1st Lts. Elwood T. Driver, Tren-| 
ton, N.J.; Howard L. Baugh, Pet­
ersburg, Va.; and Edward Top- 
pins, Los Angeles, were named 
flight commanders.
All appointments were perma- 
ment, while another pilot, 2nd Lt. 
Charles Baily, of Puntagorda, 
Fla., was named acting engineer­
ing officer pending appointment 
of a ground officer to the posi­
tion.
5 of First Group Left
The return of seven men came 
within few days of the squadron’s* 
first anniversary of overseas duty] 
April 16 and left only five of the 
original twenty-eight pilots now 
in the unit. They are: Captains| 
Lawrence, Rogers and Roberts 
and 1st Lts. George R. Bolling 
and James B. Knighten.
Roberts is angling for the covet­
ed distinction of first unit pilot 
to attain 100 sorties. He now has 
95.
Of the seven returning pilots, 
Captains Hall and Wiley led the 
sortie parade with 87 and 85, re­
spectively, while others had as 
follows: Fuller, 76; Major Rob­
erts, 73; Carter, 66; Ashley, 62; 
and Custis, 61.
THE EVENING STAB 
W eph in gton , D .C .
T jgte  JAW *  0  1344
P .
^ i /J
Negro Fighters Down 
8 German Planes
By the A ssociated Press.
A L G IE R S , Jan . 28.— T h e  99th 
U n ite d  S ta te s  F ig h te r  Squadron, an 
a ll-N e g ro  o u t f i t  w h ic h  has been in  
o p e ra tio n  In  th is  th e a te r  fo r  sev­
e ra l m o n th s , w as cred ited  w ith  e ig h t 
o f th e  28 enem y p lanes destroyed 
in  d og fig h ts  yes te rd ay over th e  
N e ttu n o  beachhead.
ro n  to  go in to  a c tio n , was in  
b o th  in  th e  m o rn in g  and in  th e  
a fte rn o o n . I n  th e  m opping fig h t 
some F o c k e -W u lf  190s w ere chased 
a lm o s t back to  R om e.
" I  was fo llo w in g  and  was w eav­
in g  a lo t ,  b u t I  go t a b u rs t in to  h is  
r ig h t  w in g  and  he flopped over on 
h is  back and  in to  th e  ground ,”  said 
L t .  R o b e rt L e o n  C. R ob erts  o f P r ic h ­
ard , A la ., describ ing  one encounter.
L O N D O N , J a n . 28 f/P).— T h e  suc­
cess o f A m e ric a n  Negro f ig h te r  
p ilo ts  in  I t a ly  w as g iven fron tp ag e  
p rom inence  by L o n d o n  newspapers today.
A l l  th re e  a fte rn o o n  papers played 
up th e  account o f how  the  Negroes, 
f ly in g  W a rh a w k s , bagged e ig h t G e r­
m a n  p lanes s o u th  o f R om e yes te r­day.
T h e  squad ron , f i r s t  N egro
Negro Flyers Boost 
Total to 12 Planes
hv the Associated Press.
A N  A D V A N C E D  A IR B A S E  IN  
IT A L Y .  Jan . 29.— T h e  a ll-N e g ro  99th  
A ir  Squadron, on its  f i r s t  im p o r ta n t 
com bat m ission  since i t  was o rg a n ­
ized, is a s trong  segm ent o f th e  12th 
A ir  Force  u m b re lla  covering  th e  ex ­
pand ing  beachhead sou th  o f R om e.
W ith  p ride  th e  boys back a t th e  
base ch a lk  up th e  v ic to rie s  on a 
board  in  th e  opera tions  te n t  and  th e  
score fo r  th re e  m issions in  tw o  days 
reads:
E n e m y  p lanes destroyed, 12; p rob ­
ab ly  destroyed, 2: damaged, 4. In  
th e ir  n in e  m o n th s  overseas th e  
p ilo ts  o f th is  squadron have  sho t 
dow n a to ta l o f 13 planes.
B ack a t base th e  boys d on ’t  e x ­
a c tly  say so, b u t th e y  give th e  im ­
pression th a t  th e y  are o u t to  show  
them selves up  as a crack o u t f i t  n o t 
o n ly  to  w in  the  w a r b u t to  ra ise 
h ig h e r th e  ach ievem ents o f th e ir  
race.
E ven  th e  m ore  s ke p tica l w h ite
officers have h ad  to admit the ex­
cellence of these N egro  pilots in 
th e ir  P-40 f ig h te r-b o m b e rs , by no 
m eans th e  m o s t m od e rn  a e ria l weap­
on  o r th e  easiest f ig h t in g  c ra f t  to  
p ile  up  v ic to ries.
T h e  beachhead la n d in g  was a 
b reak  fo r  the  asp irin g  aces o f the j 99th , w h ic h  was organ ized  a year 
and  a h a lf  ago. Excep t w h e n  Capt. 
C harles  H a ll o f B ra z il, In d ., b rought 
down the  f i r s t  G e rm a n  p lane  over 
S ic ily  la s t J u ly , th e  squad ron  has 
bee nkep t busy on bom bing  and 
j  s tra fin g  ra th e r  th a n  com bat m is - 
: sions and has m oved a rou n d  con­
s iderab ly  in  N o r th  A fr ic a  and 
S ic ily .
C ap t. H a ll  scored th e  d ay ’s o n ly  
[double today, b r in g in g  dow n a F W -  
1190 and an  M E -109  to  m a ke  h is  to -  
j ta l th re e  v ic to rie s .







LEFT—A few highly specialized technical services are the 
only branches of the Army in which Negroes are not repre­
sented. Here aspiring Negro paratroopers are prepared to 
make one of the required five qualifying jumps from their 
C-47 transport plane high over Fort Benning
CENTER—A great combat record has been established by the 
All-Negro Ninety-ninth Fighter Squadron in Italy. Here Maj. 
Gen. John K. Cannotn, commander of the Twelfth AAF, is 
talking with pilots of the Ninety-ninth, which a few days 
before shot down 12 German planes over the battle area south 
of Rome. Left to right, Capt. L. R. Custis, Hartford, Conn.; 
Lieut Willie Ashley, Sumter, S. C.; Lieut. W. V. Eagleson, 
Bloomington, Ind. Eitch has been credited with one enemy 
plane shot down
RIGHT—Negro troop? at Camp Claiborne, La., learning 
maneuvers with a screening tank. Negro troops have been 
found especially adept at handling the amphibious jeep, 
important in landing operations
AFRO-AMERICAN 
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Capt. Charles B. Hall, former Sunday school teacher of Brazil, Ind., who shot down two planes on Friday, said: 
the sea and gave it two bursts of fire. It flamed and crashed into the ground. I then turned and chased a F
short bursts until it tumbled to the ground.” ,
m
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t^egro Squadron  ̂
Downs 13th Plane 
In Anzio Action
Algiers, Feb. 6 UP).—It’s No. 
for the Twelfth U. S. Air Forci 
composed of Negro pilots 
Warhawks.
Second Lieut. Elwood T. Drl' 
of Trenton, N. J., brought 
squadron’s bag of enemy p 
to that number yesterday by si 
ing down a German Focke-Wulf 
the squadron was protecting troops 
on the Anzio beachhead.
American Spitfires caught one 
group of German fighters and shot 
down one. Shortly after this an­
other formation of enemy fighters 
came over Anzio. Warhawks of the 
Ninety-ninth Squadron, just arriv­
ing to take their turn at air-cover, 
swooped upon them and Driver 
sent one crashing.
All Allied planes got home safely 
yesterday.
First Group of Navigation Cadets
i
AVIATION STUDENT WALTER A. ARRINGTON, former track team 
captain at Michigan State Normal College, is shown presenting a 
snappy salute in front of his buddies, members of the Nation’s first 
squadron of Negro navigation cadets before the huge bulk of a twin
engine Lockheed Lodester on the windswept ramp at Hondo Field, 
Texas, jdst before taking off for a test flight. The flveri were sched­
uled to visit Chicago and Pittsburgh before landing in New York 
Wednesday, February 16 at noon.
Squadrons In Italy
fellows In the infantry—they are 
the ones who have a hard life. Look 
how well we live: dry warm tents, 
a nice house to eat in, good food 
and, above all, exciting work. I love 
to fly. There is never a dull mo­
ment. I would like to go on doing 
this for good.”
I asked him to tell me how he 
got his latest two enemy planes. His 
first was knocked out over Sicily 
last July. His last two Hall got in 
one battle.
“It was only a few days after the 
beachhead landing,” he said, “and 
we were doing our regular patrol 
at around 4,000 feet when all o' a 
sudden I saw eight Focke-Wulfs 
coming down from around 12,000 
feet to dive-bomb the beach and 
shipping. They were making a ter­
rific speed, maybe aboye 450 m.p.h., 
but we tore into them and had the 
pleasure of seeing them jettison 
their bombs and come out with their 
dive incompleted.
“They went right on past us to 
hit the deck, that is to say, to fly 
as near the ground as possible, 
sometimes actually almost buzzing 
the treetops, and headed for Rome. 
We had altitude over them, and I 
picked one Focke-Wulf out and dived 
at him and gave him two short 
bursts. To my delight he began to 
burn. The flames shot back of him, 
and a moment later he hit the 
ground, and there was a great flash 
followed by black, waxy smoke.”
Hall paused and grinned con­
tagiously. “So the second one was
Planes are far more easily replaced 
than pilots.
Hall is particularly fond of his 
plane. Not everybody in a squad­
ron has his own plane. They usually 
share one between two pilots. But 
Hall has been running his old P-40 
Warhawk 210 hours, which is a lot 
of hours for a fighter plane.
He got his first plane at Casa­
blanca. Since then he has flown it 
over almost every square foot of 
ground of North Africa, Sicily and 
Italy. It has seven flak holes and 
a new tail to replace one that was 
shot up. <*-1 ■ ! » - - -
Two other pilots of the 99th have 
two planes to their credit. First Lt. 
Robert W. Deiz, 24, of Portland, Ore., 
has as varied talents as any man I 
have met in the U.A. army. During 
peacetime this slim, Snanish-look- 
ing youth, who wears l\is uniform 
with meticulous attention to neat­
ness, played a bass violht in the 
Portland Symphony Orchestra and 
taught painting and sculpture in*aij 
adult training .school of the comb 
nity chest project.
Diez, like all his fellow pilots, 
a bit shy about talking of his  ̂
ploits. ■ “There really weren’t a 
highlights,” he said. “Those 
mans were just in the wrong pl$d 
dt the wrong time. I was flying 
around 300 feet over the beachhe 
when all of a sudden I saw a Focke
LT. ELWOOD DRIVER 
. . .  he got hi- first.
almost exactly like the first," he 
said. “He was on deck. I dived at 
him and gave him three bursts. He 
crashed and burned. I believe both 
pilots must have been killed. They 
didn't have a chance to get out.
They were too low."
It is, of course, a truism that it Is
more important to kill an ^pem r ----------------------------------- ■
pilot than 'merely to get his plane.Wulf slightly under me just ideal |
lor a shot.
“Five seconds after sighting him 
I was w ith* 50 yards of him, and 
when I pushed the button, aiming a 
little ahead of him. he simply ran 
Into the stream from six guns—at 
that short distance, almost enough 
to cut him in two—and, of course, 
he crashed and burned. The pilot 
must have been killed. Then the 
following day when we were flying 
around 7,000 feet, also over the 
beachhead, I saw five Focke-Wulfs 
coming from around 15,000 and mak­
ing over 450 m.p.h.”
At this point it is useful to invite 
particular attention to Diez' follow­
ing description of a battle trick 
which could serve as a model for 
Clever audacity:
“We knew," he said, “ that we had 
no chance to catch them, for Focke- 
Wulfs are faster than our planes. So, 
believing they vould head for Rome 
after coming out of their dive, we 
also turned for Rome, diving from 
7,000 to about 3,000 feet. Sure 
enough, the Focke-Wulfs, coming 
out of their dives, came right after 
us, and, as they overtook us climb­
ing, their speed decreased while 
ours, diving, increased until there 
came a moment when we w7ere go­
ing faster than they were, and at 
this moment I found one in my 
sights, gave him one burst, and the 
pilot bailed out.”
Sounds like an uncommonly in­
teresting fight,” I remarked.
“Yes, i t  w as in te re s tin g ,”  Diez 
U n s m ilin g ly  a d m itte d .
Diez has flown 25 missions. He 
would like to see, his wife, whom 
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99th Record Tops All
(H . R. K nickerbocker is a 
veteran  foreign correspondent, 
•winner o f  the Pulitzer Prize 
and ace w riter on the Chicago 
Sun sta ff. H e has covered vir­
tually  ev ery  w ar fron t in the 
w orld. This article on the 99th  
Pursuit Squadron is reprinted  
w ith  permisson o f the Chicago 
Sun.)
By H. R. KNICKERBOCKER
(Chief, Chicago Sun Foreign Service)
WITH THE U. S. AIR 
FORCE IN ITALY.— Over 
the Anzio beachhead where 
Allied troops are fighting one 
of the fiercest battles of the 
Italian campaign against Adolph 
Hitler’s crack divisions bent -n 
pushing us into the sea, our men 
are being' protected in part by 
American Negro fighter pilots.
Their famous 99th Fighter Squad­
ron has leaped, in a few days, from 
a position of comparative obscurity 
to one of leadership in pursuit and 
combat. To date they have knocked 
down 16 enemy planes since the 
beachhead landing Jan. 22, eight on 
one day. This is believed more 
than any squadron in the U.S. air 
forces here can show in a similar 
period of time.
Up to this last performance the 
89th had but one man who had shot
LT. N. V. EAGLESON 
. . .  he dow ned two.
down an enemy plane, Capi Charles 
B. Hall, who now leads the squad­
ron with a total of three kills. Sk" 
for a long time the squadron was 
not entirely comfortable and dis­
liked having to explain that the rea­
son they had not shot down more 
enemies was berause they had not 
had any contact with the enemy.
All that feeling is gone now. No­
body regards the Negro squadron 
as a curiosity any more. The head 
of the U.S. air forces, Gen. H. H. 
Arnold, has congratulated them, and 
all their local generals have con­
gratulated and visited them. They 
know they are good. That old 
shadow of an inferiority feeling has 
taken wing with the departing souls 
of some 16 German pilots caught at 
their bloody work of dive-bombing 
our ships and men at Anzio.
All men in the 99th feel this 
strong uplift of spirit, .but it is 
naturally especially vivid in the 13 
pilots who are officially credited 
with victories. I have talked to all 
of them, and I soberly report it was 
an inspiration to listen to them. 
They have not lost any of their 
agreeable modesty.
Capt. Hall is excellent to begin 
with. This 23-year-old young man 
of Brazil, Ind., like all Negro pilots 
is a college man, and was a student 
at Eastern Illinois State Teachers 
College before he joined the army.
Hall has flown 75 missions. Nearly 
everybody in the 99th has flown up­
wards of 30 missions, and many are 
in their 60's and 70’s. But Hall is 
one of the few men I have met in 
the entire U.S. army, infantry, artil­
lery, air forces, etc., who says he 
doesn’t want to go home after we 
have beaten the Germans, but wants 
to go on from there to fight the 
Japs.
“I don’t see anything wrong with 
this life,” Hall said as he drove me 
around the field in a jeep. "Those
Keep Score
On the bulletin board of the fa­
mous 99th Negro Fighter Squadron 
there is a map of Italy on which, in 
big letters, stands the score to date 
of this unique outfit: “17 destroyed, 
four probables, six damaged."
Not that the 99th is likely to for­
get these figures, but as they told 
me, “We put them there so that en­
listed men can see them. It is good 
for their morale."
Few squadrons wo-k harder than 
the 99th. Each individual is flying 
now an average of one mission a 
day, and the entire squadron is 
sharing the work with white squad­
rons and flies three time daily, pa- 
troling the Anzio-Nettuno beach­
head so that -he Allied forces be­
low can be, at least, protected from 
air attack while they battle the con­
stantly increasing German forces.
Work of High Importance
Tt ymUd hn riiff.,uil. IU nffiT a 
more important work at this trying 
moment in our v.ilitary history. It 
is unlikely that many of the 99th 
boys will get home leave even 
when they finish their alloted num­
ber of missions.
Lt. Jkmes T. Wiley, 23, of Pitts­
burgh, 'With 77 missions, has the 
squadron record. Second Lt. Wilson 
V. Eagleson of Bloomington, Ind., a 
former student at Indiana univer­
sity  ̂has flown only 14 missions, yet 
Eagleson is one of three pilots of 
the 99th with two enemy planes to 
his credit. He got them both the day 
the squadron knocked down eight.
It is interesting to watch the quiet 
pride in these Negroes’ faces as they 
tell how they removed one more 
enemy of mankind from this life. 
Just one enemy plane doesn’t seem 
very much, but it is useful to re­
flect that if every Allied fighter 
pilot had just one enemy plane to 
his credit there would be no Ger­
man Air Force.
Fast Nazi Plane Downed
Lt. Elwood T. Driver, 22, of Tren­
ton, N. J„ a gradute of New Jersey 
State Teachers College, reported 
. shyly, “There’s not much to say. It
was over the beflfch. “There were 
seven of us and 17 Focke-Wulfs, and 
when I saw them they were pulling 
out at 300 feet.
“I made a diving left turn and 
got on the tail of one at about 100 
yards distance, but he was faster, 
than my plane and I thought he 
must get way, but I kept shooting 
long bursts, as long maybe as 10 
seconds.
“My ammunition began to run out 
and all my machine guns quit on 
me, except one. At that very mo­
ment when I had given up hope of 
getting him, he began to burn. The 
pilot was bound to have been killed 
because he was too low to jump.”
Lt. Driver has flown 43 missions.
Combative Spirit Strong 
Throughout these pilots’ accounts 
of their fighting there runs a sign 
of strong combative spirit. It doesn’t 
seem to matter what part of the 
country these boys come from, 
North or South, their battle attitude 
is the kind our morale officers like.
Second Lt. Leonard M. Jackson, 
23, of Fort Worth, Texas, a former 
student at Tuskegee Institute, re­
ported, “Mine was just a few days 
ago. We were patrolling over the 
beach at about 7,000 feet when I 
saw six or seven Focke-Wulfs com­
ing down to our level. One of them 
swept past my element leader (for­
mation leader) and I got on his tail, 
but he was faster than I and my 
first burst at him was the closest I 
could get—at 150 yards. He kept 
pulling farther away until at 500 
yards I shot my last burst, feeling 
he was out of range. Just as I was 
about to turn away I saw him turn 
over and start falling. He fell tc 
about 1,500 feet, then bailed out.” 
Jackson has flown 30 missions.
Sees His Victim’s Face 
Second Lt. Charles P. Bailey, 23, 
of Punta Gorda, Fla., a former stu­
dent at Bethune Cookman college, 
got close enough to see his victim’s 
face.
"The day we got eight,” he said, 
“there were 12 of us and 16 of the 
enemy, though I only saw eight of 
the 16. When I first saw them I 
was at 7,500 feet, they were at 3,000. 
We dived until we were in their 
midst.
“I found myself with four of the 
enemy in front of me and two on 
my right, and not more than a few 
hundred feet away I could see a 
German pilot’s face looking straight 
ahead, not knowing I was there. I 
gave him a long burst, and he ran 
into my stream of bullets. I made a 
complete circle in time to see the 
German bail out.” Bailey has com­
pleted 30 missions.
German Couldn’t Escape 
First Lt. Leon C. Roberts, 22, of 
Prichard, Ala., a student at Tuske­
gee, has 71 missions. His most ex­
citing day was, as he reported: 
“Over the beach I saw three ene­
mies who had just pulled out of 
their dive and were heading for 
Rome at three-top level. At-ihat 
memerrt—wtl£n~TTiey are just com­
ing out of their dive, is the most 
dangerous moment for them. 1 
picked my target and dived from 
16,000 feet and as the Germans saw 
my tracers going past his window 
he began to weave. He couldn’t 
climb. He could only try to dodge, 
but it was no good. He weaved right 
into one of my bursts into his right 
wing. He flipped over on his back, 
crashed and burned.”
Bullets Take Effect
First Lt. Edward J. Toppins, 28, 
of San Francisco, was a college stu­
dent. He has flown 50 missions.
“I saw 10 Focke-Wulfs over the 
beach,” he said. “Four were straf­
ing at tree-top height, going to­
wards Rome. I was leading our 
element. I dived on the lead­
ing Focke-Wulf and began firing 
at 400 yards. I couldn’t gain on him 
and he couldn’t gain on me. He be­
gan to weave. For some funny rea­
son we both passed another P-40 
chasing another Focke-Wulf. After 
about 30 seconds, during which I 
fired eight short bursts, I finally saw 
my tracers ricocheting off him. They 
looked like they were bouncing off 
the section just behind the pilot, 
probably armor-plated. But then 
they reached a softer part and just 
as I was about to turn away- notic­
ing were were practically over 
Rome, I saw my target crash.”
The commanding officer of the 
99th, Maj. George S. Roberts of 
Fairmount, W. Va., who has 54 
missions, led a flight of 16 P-40’s the 
day they knocked down five in one 
morning. That day Maj. Roberts 
had three of his machine-guns shot 
out, but with the remaining three 
he knocked out an enemy machine- 
gun nest. The operations officer, 
Capt. Lemuel R. Castis, 25, ,of Hart­
ford, Conn., a graduate of Howard 
university with 49 missions to his 
redit, led a section in that mem­
orable fight.
One odd item remains to be re­
corded. After every mission the 
medics deal out two ounces of 
whiskey to each participant. Nearly 
all white pilots take it—the medics 
say it is the best way to relax—but 
only half the 99th squadron uses it.
A matter of principle. They say 
they fly better if they don’t drink 
at all.
Lt. Diez summed things up. “It 
irks us,” he said, “when people re­
fer to us as an experiment. We are 
ot conceited, but we feel we can 
y as good as anybody else.”
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T h e  W  a tc h to w e r  ' > By R°y Wilkins
Our Flyers Lead the Way
In this race relations business it is Just as harmful 
to clap hands and shout too loudly over the little 
things as it is to gnash the teeth over the bad things. 
The Pollyanna optimists who always look on the 
bright side often do the race as much harm as the 
cynics who see no progress anywhere.
God knows the War and Navy 
departments have not done right 
by the dark brothers, but it does 
seem fair to say that in the past 
month the situation shows signs 
of getting definitely better.
First there was the release of 
news and pictures about the 
training of Negro twin-engined 
bomber crews at Hondo Field, 
Tex., and Mather Field, Califor­
nia. Although this training con­
tinues the pattern of segregation 
begun at Tuskegee, it does repre­
sent progress. Now that we have 
come from single-seat fighters to 
medium bombers, we can go on to four-engined For­
tresses and Liberators. And the next step is navy 
flying. If our lads can fly Airacobras and Mustangs 
for the army, they can fly Corsairs and Hellcats for 
the navy.
And then there was the wonderful news from the 
Italian front of our 99th fighter squadron shooting 
down twelve Nazi planes in two days. This perform­
ance rated a cablegram of congratulations from Gen­
eral H. H. Arnold of the Army Air Forces to Lt. Gen. 
Eaker under whom the 99th serves. Behind this mes­
sage from “Hap” Arnold lies a story. Arnold was 
not "sold” on Negro fliers. Very few men were. In 
the early days of the 99th overseas service in North 
Africa and Sicily the boys were watched like hawks 
and some of the mistakes they made were pounced 
upon by commanders. They were the mistakes white
Mr. Wilkins
boys would make and have made in both the Atlantic 
and Pacific theatres of war. But the whisper got 
around. A national magazine took it up. The men 
who never had wanted Negro fliers thought the idea 
was finally knocked out. Arnold was said to have 
been “convinced” that Negro fliers were a mistake.
The 99th Goes Forward!
But the 99th, meanwhile, had been assigned to 
work with the British 8th Army in Italy and they 
carried out their assignments well. They never got 
a chance at combat with the Nazis, but they did ef­
fective blasting of targets for the British. Then came 
the Nettuno beachhead below Rome and the dog­
fights of January 27-28. Our boys got their chance 
and they did not fail. With their guns blazing from 
the slow, low-ceillnged Warhawks, they brought 
own pressure on the War Department for better  ̂
ment. Their work in the slow Warhawks 
question as to what they could do in P-38 Light: 
or P-47 Thunderbolts.
Another bit of good news is buried in the 
It is a bill, sponsored by the War Department, to en­
large its powers and give lt control over clashes be­
tween civilians and military personnel. This will en­
able the department to take more positive action in 
protecting the Negro soldier in the southern states. 
This action is long overdue, for the mistreatment of 
Negro fighting men in Dixie has been a disgrace and 
the greatest single cause of bitterness among colored 
Americans.
Mixed Divisions Coming?!?!
Finally, there is the announcement by the Navy 
that it is training Negro commissioned oSicers. The 
toughest and meanest barrier in the entire armed 
forces thus is breached. How great or how permanent 
the victory will be remains to be seen.
So, brothers and sisters, progress is being made. 
Who knows but that if Rome holds out until July 4th, 
we nay have a mixed division?
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MATHER FILED, CALIF — 
Captain George I* Knox, pic­
tured at the controls of a B-25 
medium bomber, is the third 
ranking Negro officer in the'  
Army Air Forces now in the 
United States. Captain Knox, 
formerly operations officer 
under Lieutenant Colonel Ben­
jamin O. Davis, Jr, Com­
manding Officer of the 332nd 
Fighter Group now overseas, 
recently completed training at 
the Central Fying Command’s 
B-25 Transition School at 
Mather Field. Captain Knox 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
E'.wood C. Knox, of Indiana­
polis, Indiana, and a graduate 
of Fisk University, Nashville, 
Tennessee. He entered the 
Army in October, 1941, as an 
aviation cadet, and trained in
•fighter planes at . Tuskegee 
Army Air Field, Alabama, 
before coming to his perma­
nent station at1 Self ridge Field, 
Michigan.
BELOW —  Back from , a 
training flight, officer students 
at Mather Field, California, 
B-25 Transition School, rapld- 
, ly leave the ‘'ramp" on the 
way to the ‘‘ready room” 
where they will discuss details 
of the completed flight. Left’ 
to right are Second Lieutenant 
Samuel A. Black, . Jr, of 
Plainfield, New Jersey; Sec- 
*' ond Lieutenant J. L. Harrison 
of Omaha, Nebraska; Squad­
ron Commander, Captain Carl 
M. Nelson of Southern Cali­
fornia and Captain George L. 
Knox of Indianapc’ >. Indiana. 
(Photo by Army /  i ' Forces.)







Capt. Charles B. Hall of Brazil. Ind., tells Art Carter. AFRO
war correspondent, about his three victories over Nazi pilots, 
with a wrecked German plane as background. Capt. Hall, 
having completed his alloted missions, is expected homo.
Squadron Pilots Relax Between
Some of the squadron’s enlisted men listen to a native hoy’s version of “ Ama- 
pola.” They are, left to rigth: Sgt. Cyril Bryon, Sgt. John J. Jackson. S/Sgt. 
Cecil A. Cousins, Cpl. Joseph E. Mayers, Sgt. Joseph H. Spooner, Cpl. Ernest H. 
Banks, Sgt. Jidward A. Boone, Cpl. Harvey Cain, Jr., M/Sgt. Fred Archer and 
1st Sgt. Samuel W. Henderson, all of New York.
Battles W ith Nazi Flyers Over Italy
Major Roberts with Junior, 13- 
year-old war orphan and mascot 
of the squadron since it was in 
training in North Africa.
Et. James O. Ireeman, N.Y.C.; Lt. Clinton B. Mills, Durham, N.C.: 
Correspondent Carter, Lt. Willie Ashley, Sumter, S.C., and Sgt. 
Samuel Henderson, N.Y.C., relax around a jeep. The squadron’s 
mascot, incidentally, speaks five languages—Arabid, French, Ital­
ian, German and English.
.AFRO-AMERICAN
Baltimore, Md.
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These Pilots,
L t .  V ir g i l  J .  
R ichardson 
B ro n x , N .Y .
L t .  Th e o do re  A . 
W ilson
R oanoke, V a.
L t .  L e ro y  
B ow m a n 
S u m te r, S.C.
L t .  Spu rg eon N .
E llin g to n
W in sto n -S a le m ,
Trained at Self ridge Field,
L t .  W a y n e  V . 
L ig g in s
Springfie ld, O hio
L t .  Leon ard  
T u rn e r  
W ashington, D .C .
L t .  A lb e rt  II .
M a n n in g  
H a rtsv in e , 8 . f .
L t .  W alte r J .  
Palm er
F itts o u rg n , F a .
Mich., Are Among Latest to Arrive in Italy
L t . E lm e r 
F itts o u rg n , Fa.
L t .  E d w a rd  N . L t .  W illia m  W . 
S m ith  G re e n , J r .
P h ila d e lp h ia , Pa. S taunton, V a.
L t . Lee A . 
A rc h e r 
N e w  Y o rk , N .Y .
2nd L t . Sam uel
A .  C u rtis  
N ashua, N .H .
L t .  W illia m  B .
Ellis
W ashington, D .C .
L t . R ob ert S. L t . C lem enceau 
Nelson, J r .  M . G iv in g s
W orcester, Mass. R ich m o n d , Va.
AT NAVIGATORS’ RECEPTION—The Assistant Secretary of War, the Hon. John J. McCloy, has some 
interested auditors as he addresses a humorous remark to Navigation Cadet Walter A. Arrington, on 
the occasion of the Hondo Army Air Field Navigators’ visit to Pittsburgh, Pa., during the 4th War Loan 
er. Pictured, left to right, seated: Colonel Lucius Drive at which Mr. McCloy was the principal speak 
. McCrumbine, district commander of the Third Service Command; Mr. McCloy, and Lieutenant George 
F. Mclnerney, commander of the first class of colored navigation cadets. Standing, from left: Cadets 
George Prioleau, Arrington, and Wardell A. Polk (now second lientenants), and Major Rubin L. Faseler, 
Air Field.— (Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps). commander of navigation officers at Hondo Armv
af r o-ameri CAN
BALTIMORE, MD.
D a te  M M  $  5 t o f f
P -
f  ________
Navigators Hear a Snappy One
JOURNAL & GUIDE 
Norfolk, Va.
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ON ALERT— A j e e p  loaded | Italy. There is a pilot at every 
with American pilots pulls up plane rpady to take off at a 
alongside of a British Spitfire at :
a fighter squadron airfield in | moment's notice. The fliers take
turns at being alerted, their 
watch being two hours in dura­
tion before relief. (Photo by U. 
S. Army Signal Corps)
A L E R T  OVER — American I fire fighter squadron in Italy, 
pilots return from the alert area The pilots take turns at being 
to the operations tent of a Spit- I alerted. The watch is two hours
long and then they are relieved 
by another flier. (Photo by XT. 
S. Signal Corps)
atbo- amsbigai
W a s h in g to n , DO
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Ninety-ninth Ground Crew Members Await Pilots' Ca
the waiting planes for expected missions, warmThese ground crew members of the Ninety-ninth Fighter Squadron in Italy, having prepared t..c  r -------------  — -
themselves by an outdoor fire while awaiting call to service other P-40’s returning from combat. Note how planes are lined up in open 
so they can be taxied to the runway without interference from hangars or other installations.
CHICAGO SUHDAY BED
C h ic a g o , 1 1 1 .





— Racial attitudes among fliers 
are more harmonious than among 
other members of the armed serv­
ice, was the opinion expressed by 
Lt. Thomas N. Malone Jr., o f De­
troit, formerly with the 99th Pur­
suit squadron and now here com­
pleting a period of convalescense 
from a wound that won for him 
the first purple heart to be award­
ed a Negro flier.
Lt. Malone was en route to At­
lanta City for reclassification, and 
figured he would probably wind 
up either at Selfridge field or at 
Tuskegee airfield. He would like 
to get into the bomber group, 
now intraining, as a bombardier 
or navigator.
He was airing his views when 
he was asked about the attitudes 
of white fliers he had encountered 
in North Africa and in Italy. He 
accounted for his oponion bj~say- 
ing that one pilot never knows 
when another will have to save his 
life, hence the difference in think­
ing.
Lt. Malone was riding a truck 
last September when the vehicle 
hit a German landmine. He was 
hit in the right shoulder, and the 
side became temporarily paral- 
ized. Cpl. Charles Jones, o f Lit­
tle Rock, was driving. He too was 
injured but came out finally all 
right.
Malone was shipped t oa hos­
pital in North Africa after spend- 
l ing 2 % months in a British hos- 
! pital in Sicily. When he had im­
proved sufficially he was sent home 
and convalesced at the air corps 
hospital atiCoral Gables, Fla.
“ While | was a patient their I 
got the heist treatment possible,”  
he said. “ Not onl yin the hospital 
but at the officers club too.”  There 
he said he enjoyed the facilities 
of the club, along with one other 
Negro officer, and always found 
the atmosphere cordial.
Lt. Malone looks forward to get­
ting his master's degree in so­
ciology after the war, and then 
going, in for teaching.
*-
CHICAGO DEFENDER
C h ic a g o , 1 1 1 .
Date £91944
No Race Pilots 
In England, Say 
Army Officials
WASHINGTON — (ANP) — The 
war department denied last Thurs­
day that a Negro fighter squadron 
is based in England.
Lt. Paul Moody, now in training 
as a bomber pilot, told the wire 
service in Cambridge, Mass., his 
home, that two squadrons are now- 
in Italy and that there is another 
in England.
Asked about this, a war depart­
ment spokesman declared “that's not 
correct.” He affirmed that the 99th I 
Pursuit squadron plus a fighter 
group—comprised of three squad­
rons—are in Italy, but none is at 
present assigned anywhere else.




Negro Pilot Wants 
Brother to Protect 
Him on Flights
Cambridge, Mass., April 19 (£>). 
A young Negro bomber pilot, as­
signed to the first Negro bombing 
squadron organized by the Army, 
has high hopes that his elder 
brother, a fighter pilot, will be 
around to protect him, as he has 
done since they were kids, when 
they arrive overseas.
Lieut. Paul Moody, 19, home on 
a furlough, before reporting for' 
transitional training on the West 
Coast, said in an interview:
“ My older brother, Roland, has 
been looking after me most of my 
life, and he’ll continue to do so, 
when we are overseas. Our; 
bomber squadron will be operating 
in conjunction with a Negro fighter 
squadron, two of which have been 
activated and are fighting in Italy, 
while a third ts in England.”
Both attended Northeastern Uni­
versity before enlisting together 
In Ocotber, 1942.
«
c h ic a o o  n r s n v  
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BEST INFORMED SOLDIER IN THE WORLD
"N ot just Ihe best trained sol­
dier in the w orld, or ihe best 
•quipped, but the best inform ed 
■oldier in the w orld " reads the 
caption on the back-board of 
this bas-relief layout of the 
European theater o f war crea­
ted by  Cpl. Ralph Temple o f 
the G reenw ood (Miss.) Arm y 
A ir  Field. This exhibit was 
conceived by  Corporal Temple 
as a visual aid for use in orien ­
tation lectures on the subject 
“ W hy W e Fight."
THE PHI LA.. TRIBUNE 
P h ila d e lp h ia , Pa.
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L T . IR W IN  E. JA CK SO N
Secon d  L ieu ten an t IR W IN  
E. JA C K SO N , a three-letter 
trackm an o f  Pennsylvania 
State C ollege w h ere  he war 
graduated w ith  a B ach elor o 
Scien ce  degree in  1934, war 
recen tly  assigned to the Tus 
k egee A rm y  A ir  F ield . A f 
ter serv in g  in  the Corps o 
E n gineers fo r  on e m onth 
the lieutenant w as appoint 
ed to the E n g in eerin g  A via  
tion  Cadet Corps o f  Y ale Uni 
v ers ify  w h ere  he w as com  
m issioned  on  M arch  2, 1944. 
H e holds a M aster o f  A rts de­
gree from  the U n iversity  o f  
P en nsylvan ia  w h ich  he o b ­
tained in  1936 in  m echanical 
en gin eerin g, and also attend­
ed T errell L aw  S ch ool from  
1941 to 1943.
Lt. Jackson  is the son o f 
M rs. M abel F . Jackson  o f  
1816 C atharine street, P hila­
delphia, Pa., and is a m em ­
ber o f  the O m ega Psi Phi fra ­
ternity. H e w as em p loyed  as 
a m ech an ica l en gin eer in the 
B ureau o f Ships, U nited 
States N a vy  D epartm ent o f 
W ash ington , D. C., prior  to 
en tering  the arm ed forces. 
— (O fficial U S A A F  P h oto  by
A A F  T ra in in g  C om m and).
----------- -- - ___
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Air Corps Cadets 
Will Be Given 
College Training
The War Department announced
yesterday a plan to provide from 
3 to 9 months of formal college 
education for members of the Air 
Corps Enlisted Reserve before 
they start air training.
Members of the reserve who are 
not over 17 years and 9 months 
of age on June 1 are eligible for 
the college training which will be 
provided at Government expense 
under the Army specialized train­
ing reserve program. Members will 
receive instruction as individual 
units at selected institutions, War 
Department said.
“ This college training is mad 
possible by the expansion of 
Army specialized training 
program,” the announcement 
“The members will enter a sell 
college or university on June 
1944 or shortly thereafter to pur­
sue courses important to their fu­
ture combat crew training or un­
der assignment in the Army Air 
Forces.
“The academic work is at the 
college level. This education is 
provided at Government expense 
before ACER members are called 
to active duty after reaching their
birthday * . ■*. i
la lt im o r a ,  M4.
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99th Pilot Tells of Forced 
Landing on Beachhead j
a forced landing on the Anzio Beachhead for AFRO reporters.
By JOE SHEPHARD
Landing a crippled plane on the 
no man’s land of the Anzio Beach­
head with four hungry Focke 
Wulfs on your tail is a nice trick 
if you can do it, but Capt. Clarence 
Jamison of the 99th Pursuit Squad­
ron doesn’t recommend it for 
steady employment.
Captain Jamison, who recently 
returned to this country after com­
pleting sixty-seven missions in the 
North African and Italian theaters, 
also had a narrow escape when a 
few months before the Anzio af­
fair he brought his flaming plane | 
down at Salerno and got out split. - 
seconds before it exploded.
Of his landing at Anzio he said: 
Outnumbered 3 to 1
“ We were on patrol that day,” 
he said, “ and a flight of Focke 
Wulfs came in to bomb the ground 
troops and installations on the 
beachhead. The ratio was about 1 
three to one in favor of the Focke 
Wulfs, but right then we felt that 
we were representing all of the 
colored people in America and 
bored in.
“ For a few minutes things were 
pretty hot and I found myself en­
tertaining four German planes. 
One of them must have hit my en­
gine, because it stopped.
“One of them came in on my 
tail at 6 o ’clock, and when I looked 
over my shoulder I could look right 
up his gun barrells. I still don’t 
see why he didn’t get me.”
While in Washington he is st _ 
ing with his sister-in-law, Mrs. An- 
nesteen Piersall Showes of 1175 
California Street, Northwest.
Unhurt in Landing
The entire action took plac 
close to the ground that Ja 
had no chance to bail out, 
set' his plane down and jun 
out unharmed.
“ I didn’t know whether I was 
in the American lines or German, 
and when I saw a patrol heading 
my way I started to reach for a 
forty-five that I had in my flying 
jacket. Fortunately, however, they 
were Americans.
“ One of the other boys in the 
squadron had knocked down a 
German plane whose pilot didn't 
walk away from it, so we figured 
that we had come out better than 
even.”
Captain Jamison still holds the 
Air Medal with an Oak Leaf clus­
ter. He is a resident of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, is married and has a daugh- 
tc" who was born a week after 
his outfit landed in North
at Fort Knox, Ky., May 8, upon arrival from Selfridge Field, Mich.
Shown, left to right, are Col. Lawrence G. Forsythe, post executive 
officer; Maj. James Ramsey, flight surgeon; Col. Robert R. Selway, Jr., 
commanding officer of the 477th; Capt. George Knox, senior pilot;
Miss Margaret Collier, senior hostess, and Miss Sedalia Crowe, junior 






DETROIT, Mich., May 11 — 
An Army investigation into the 
mysterious happenings at Sel­
fridge Field last weekend, in 
which one flyer was killed an­
other is missing and two persons 
were shot is underway.
Killed in a plane crash Sunday 
was 2d Lt. Jerome Thomospn Eiji- 
wards-, of Steubenville, O. Missii’ig 
after his ailing pl%ne dived into 
Lake Huron shortly afterward 
was 2nd Lt. Sidat-Singh, famous 
Syracuse U. football back and 
parser of several years ago.
The Wednesday previos^. Pvt. 
Wm. McRae of Morven, N. C. 
was shot twice in the abdomen 
by Col. Wm. T. Coleman, com 
mandant of the field. Friday Wm. 
H. Hasse, wealthy Grand Rapid 
resident was shot by sentry Pvt. 
Wm. Bridges, who said Hasse 
disobeyed his commands to halt
Early investigation indicated 
that bribes had been offered at 
the Field, which now houses the 
largest colored flying unit in the 
army. Bribes it was indicated 
were accepted to place young 
men permanently at the base in 
soft jobs. It was also charged 
that wild drinking parties were 
held. Fifty persons from the De­
troit area were accused of offer­
ing money, automobiles, yachts 
and social favors for placing 
drafted relatives on technical 
jobs near their homes.
Col. Coleman is to be question­
ed this Friday at a Battle Creek 
Hospital where he was placed un­
der observation. Several othih- of­
ficers were reported dismissed at 
the armv air base.
Lt. Singh, who recently flew 
bis plane 1o the base from the 
Tuskcgee Flying Field was on a 
regular fiicht '^Sunday when 
ensine trouble developed. He was 
seen to bail out of his plane which 
sank in the' lake. Searching par- 
tie- failed to find him.
Self ridge Field Rumor 
Denied By War Dept.
The War Department informed 
the Michigan Chronicle Saturday 
that the local situation in Detroit 
had nothing whatever to do with 
the transfer of Negro troops sta­
tioned at Selfridge Field. The Ne­
gro personnel at Selfridge who 
were members of the 553rd Fighter 
Group, the 477th Bomber group 
and the 44th Air Force Service 
unit have all been sent to Southern 
bases. The Bomber group with base 
units and the 766th band were sent 
•to Fort Knox, Ky., and the 553rd 
with base units have gone to the 
air base at Walterboro, S. C.
Deny Rumors
Rumors that Negro personnel at 
Selfridge were moved out because 
of “agitation” for equality in the 
armed forces in the Detroit area 
were categorically denied by the 
War Department Saturday. The 
Chronicle was also informed that 
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Selfridge field sometimes in the 
future, although none are expected 
in the incoming group announced 
last week.
The 332nd Fighter group com­
posed of four squadrons, preceded 
the above mentioned groups at 
Selfridge Field and is now in ac­
tion on the Italian Front.
The period of occupancy by these 
groups has not been without a full 
quota of events of misunderstand­
ing and scandal. The shooting of 
William McRae, an enlisted man 
by Col. William Colman, command­
ing officer of the field, brought out 
many irregularities which had been 
prevalent on the field previous to 
that time. Colman was subsequent­
ly court martialed and relieved of 
his command.
The question of facilities for the 
flying officers and the specific qn 
tion of the base officers’ club, pri 
cipitated much adverse public! 
and tended to weaken the mo 
of all personnel stationed on t 
field. An offer was made finally 
build a separate officers club for 
the Negro personnel. This building 
is now under construction.
A highlight in the tour of duty 
of Negro flyers on the field was the 
assumption of the command of the 
332nd by Lt. Col. Benjamin O. 
Davis, who arrived in the spring
of 1943, and remained until the 
departure of the 332nd to overseas 
areas.
The training of the 332nd fighter 
group was divided between Sel­
fridge and Oscoda, Michigan, where 
after a period of unrest and mis­
understanding with the local citi­
zens they settled down to the busi­
ness of the hour. A resolution was 
passed by the county of Oscoda 
asking the government to move 
the flyers; however, this was re­
fused.
Col. Selway, the last command­
ing officer while the Negro flyers 
were on the field, followed Col. 
William T. Boyd, who was relieved 
in mid-April.
All during the stay of the 
at Selfridge there were cc 
complaints on the part of various 
personnel of the field. The ma­
jority of these complaints dealt 
with the alleged efforts of the 
white officers and certain Negro 
officers to give second class stand­
ing to the rank and file of Negro 
officers.
Despite the irregularities and un­
pleasantries, the men did a won­
derful job as is evidenced by the 
records now being made by those 
who have gone overseas.
Major Dwight H. Bridges, Air 
Corps, has assumed command of 
Selfridge Field. The assumption of 
the command was automatic, Major 
Bridges being the senior flying offi­
cer remaining at the base.------------♦ ------------
THE WASHINGTON POST 
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Maj. George Spencer Roberts, 
the serious, precise 25-year-old 
commander of the all-Negro Nine­
ty-ninth Fighter Squadron in Italy, 
yesterday told the story of the 
unit’s first year of combat opera­
tions at a news conference here.
Although the Ninety-ninth has 
been in aerial contact with the 
enemy on only “ about 2 per cent” 
of Its operations, it has a bag of 
17 German planes to its credit. 
Most of the squadron’s work is 
“ close support” —  strafing an d  
bombing in direct cooperation with 
ground forces.
Pleased With Assignment
Major Roberts personally is sat­
isfied with this “close support” 
assignment, with the rugged P-40’s 
the squadron has used since it 
went into action just a year ago 
today. When he described 
in some detail how he and 
his squadron mates swooped down 
on German machine-gun nests, 
trucks and troop columns, Major 
Roberts allowed himself a slight 
smile.
The year’s fighting, that started 
with escorting bombers from Africa 
to Sicily, has taken a severe toll in 
the Ninety-ninth's personnel.
“Now,” said Major Roberts, 
there is no more than 20 per cent
of the original outfit. Three planes 
and pilots are missing, two men 
have been killed and one is be­
lieved to be a prisoner.”  Some of 
the men have been grounded be­
cause of flier’s fatigue and others 
sent back to the States to be in­
structors.
Up to April 11, when Major Rob­
erts left Italy, the Ninety-ninth had 
flown 3000 sorties, but on most of 
these the German planes weren’t 
within shooting distance. “On my 
own 72 missions I came into con­
tact with enemy planes only four 
times, said Major Roberts, who has 
100 hours of operational combat. 
Opposed Crack Nazi Outfits
The Negro outfit has used its 
P-40s for every possible type of 
fighter operations — escort, dive- 
bombing and stafing. Its “ most 
stringent” period was while it was 
escorting the bombers to Sicily just 
(after the fall of Africa. Then the
9 9 t h  S q u a d r o n
crack German Yellowbellies and 
Checkertails squadrons were fur­
nishing the opposition, and the 
Ninety-ninth’s fighters were under 
orders to keep in close formation.
Now, Major Roberts explained, 
the Luftwaffe doesn’t attack with 
such regularity. “ They save their 
planes until the time is ripe, then 
send them up.”  Recent German 
pilots, he observed, are not as 
experienced as those of six months 
or so ago, but they’re all eager 
for battle.
Training of the 99th Squadron 
approximated that of other units, 
Major Roberts said. In answer to 
a question from, a reporter for a 
Negro newspaper, Major Roberts 
stated with some emphasis: “There 
was no racial angle. Other outfits 
got their training and we got ours. 
They moved up (into combat) and 
we moved up.”
CHICAGO DETSHBBB 
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Use Negro Soldiers 
For Models For 
W ar Bond Posters
CHARLESTON, S. C. — Negro 
soldiers are being used as models 
for war bond posters and training 
aid charts displayed at the 
Charleston Port of Embarkation, 
the War Department has an­
nounced.
Heretofore, models for all art 
work have been white soldiers. 
The Port training office felt that 
by showing pictures and posters 
of Negro soldiers to Negro troops 
they would be more sharply im­
pressed with their role in the war 
effort.
POSTERS EXECUTED
Several posters already have 
been executed by Private First 
Class Henry W. Bannarn, Min­
neapolis. Ind. He is a graduate 
of the Minneapolis School of Pine 
Arts and has studied at the Beaux 
Arts School of Design and the Art 
Students’ League, New York City. 
His paintings have been exhibit­
ed by the Pennsylvania Academy 
of Pine Arts and the Baltimore 
Museum of Fine Arts.
First Lieutenant James D. 
Wainscott, Boone County, Ky., 
training aids officer, at the Port, 
said that the new approach to the 
presentation of morale building 
material already has had a defin­
ite effect on the cooperation of 
the men in every Army duty they 
perform.
Average TAAF  
Cadet is 20
The average Tuskegee Army 
Air Field cadet is 20 years old.
Twenty-five per cent have had 
one year oi college; 70 per cent 
are high school graduates, and 
the remainder have had some 
college training.
The training program is so in­
tense that nearly the equivalent 
of two years of college mathe­
matics is crammed into 20 or 
more lessons. Eliminations 
(wash outs) are high but most 
cadets with a good solid high 
school foundation get through 
with passing grades.
A cadet upon receiving his ap­
pointment to the Air Corps after 
passing his physical examination 
is sent to the Basic Training Cen­
ter at Keesler Field, Miss., where 
he gets his classification and first 
aviation cadet training.
He is later assigned here for on- 
the-line-flight-training, which fa­
miliarizes him with the mechani­
cal devices and instruments of a 
plane.
From here he goes to the 320th 
College Training Detachment, Tus­
kegee Institute, for a short aca­
demic brush up under civilian in­
structors.
No Bed of Roses
Cadets’ -life in the pre-flight sec­
tions is no bed of roses. He is 
constantly on the go from 5:30 in 
the morning to 9:30 p.m.
Not only is he required to learn 
the mathematics, physids, aircraft 
identification, code signaling, and 
other subjects which a flyer must 
master, but at the same time he 
must acquire the discipline and 
training necessary to fit him to 
be an officer, plus the physical 
development needed to be a com­
bat pilot.
Budding pilots first get their 
feet off the ground in primary 
training at the Institute Civilian 
Contract Flying School, under the 
direction of Pennsylvania-bred 
Chief Pilot Alfred Anderson, who 
probably has more flying time than 
any other colored flyer in the 
United States.
Chief Anderson has supervised 
the first airborne training step of 
every colored cadet who has ever 
received his wings in the U S. Air 
Corps. Half of the cadet’s time is 
spent flylngr and half in the class 
room.
As a part of the 66th Army Air 
Training Detachment, Moten Field, 
Ala., the cadet gets his first fly­
ing training, solos, learns elemen­
tary formations and contact navi­
gation in light, slow, two-seater 
primary trainer planes (Piper 
Cubs): also a Sunday trip on his 
own time to Maxwell Field for a 
high altitude chamber test.
Now the cadet is ready for the— -----------------------------------1
Army Air School here, where his 
instructors are all Air Corps of­
ficers. He is assigned to basic 
training.
Basic Critical Period
This is a critical period in the 
cadet’s progress through this post. 
Basic school appears to be the 
phase with the hardest all-round- 
curriculum. The difficulty is that 
the men, before basic, don’t know 
enough about flying to be able to 
absorb and retain the combat- 
proved-facts that they must learn 
and afterwards they are so busy 
learning other tactical and emer­
gency procedures that this middle 
course remains somewhat murky.
The training courses are actual­
ly divided into three parts: aca­
demic, military or tactical and 
physical development^
Capt. Harold D. Martin of Wash-' 
ington, former Miner Teachers’ 
College instructor and well-known 
CIAA official, is director of the 
Cadet Ground School. He is assist­
ed by Lt. Victor E. Reef of St. 
Louis, Mo.
Facts are the substance of this 
training, according to Capt. Mar­
tin. The cadet must be taught so 
well that there is no danger of 
him forgetting in the heat of com­
bat, where even the process of 
recall is achingly slow.
Today’s cadet learns far more 
rapidly than the peacetime cadet. 
He has to. Before the war, when 
pilots were relatively few, the cus-; 
tom was for a rather leisurely 
manner of training stage changes. 
That is not possible now, for there 
is far too much to be learned, and 
too little time to learn it.
Failures Traced to Schooling
Most cadet failures in ground 
school can be traced back to the i 
school system under which they j 
came up. Northern and Middle- 1 
western city schooled cadets hawe 
a quicker grasp when faced with 
academic subjects, than their 
Southern fellow cadets who are 
products of a separate and most 
times inferior jim-crow schooling.
Dislike of mathematics in high 
school is most of the cadets’ ma­
jor drawback.
Basic training makes or breaks 
a cadet. Here he flies three-ship V- 
formations, chandelles, lazy eights, 
and makes simulated forced land­
ings. He gets extensive practice 
in night flying.
He learns to send and receive 
in radio code and how to operate 
a blinker light, draw weather 
maps, interpret weather reports, 
and how to fly blind. By the time 
he finishes, he has had 130 hours | 
in the air.
The cadet who has been classi­
fied as a fighter pilot is sent to 
Advanced Single Engine School 
where flies faster and more ma­
neuverable planes.
He begins flying missions, 
learns dead reckoning and pilotage 
for navigation and some of the 
tricks of combat and gunnery.
On the range, he is taught to 
“ swing and lead” his target, and 
in the gunnery training aids’ de­
partments he is instructed by 
means of deflect and range estima­
tion trainer, an actual pilot’s cock­
pit complete with all instruments, 
including the Air Corp’s famed 
gunsight and a control stick with 
a button switch that turns on a 
remote control beam of light yvhile
a miniature airplane moves across 
a life-like motion picture screen 
before the trainee.
Hits are tallied by a change in 
color of the miniature and the 
score is kept by an electric eye. 
His big day arrives when he is 
accepted as ready for transitional 
training in the P-40 Warhawk or 
A/P-39 Aircobra.
Twin-Engine School 
For the pilots who go to Twin- 
Engine Advance School, greater 
emphasis is laid on navigation, 
radio, first aid and aircraft and 
naval identification, instrument 
and formation flying.
Advanced twin-engine cadets re­
ceive special training in the use 
of bombing equipment, shackles, 
releases, etc. Stress is placed upon 
the use of oxygen equipment, the 
various complicated electrical and 
mechanical systems throughout 
his plane.
Twin-engine cadets receive six 
hours intensive transition from 
single-engine to twin-engine 
planes, flying dual (with an in­
structor), then ten hours solo with 
another cadet, each taking turns 
as first pilot or plane command­
er.
The sixth to tenth hour period 
is the trying time, for if the ca­
det doesn’t show individual abili­
ty to take over the solo spot, he 
is called up for a check ride with 
an instructor to determine if he 
is worth carrying along with his 
class or has to be washed out.
After four hours of cadet dual 
solo, they start navigation and 
team riding two cadets to a plane 
for formation, instrument and 
night flying.
Added stress is placed on instru­
ment, formation, night and cross­
country flying, these subjects 
being divided alt through the ad­
vanced twin-engine course.
At the end of ten weeks of this 
and 70 hours of first pilot time 
(dual or solo), win-engines cadets 
are graduated and go to “ post-grad­
uate” twin-engine schools to fly 
the type of bombers they will use 
in combat.
Among Easterners enrolled in 
the cadet training program are:
T w o  B altim oreans
W A S H I N G T O N :  Jam es H . S h e p ­
h erd . R on ald  W . Reeves, C harles J .  
Q ua nd er, Charles W . Cooper.
B A L T I M O R E :  C h a rle s  H . Toogood, 
R hohelia  W ebb.
N E W A R K : A a ro n  H e rr in g to n , H a r ­
r y  W . Banks.
P H I L A D E L P H I A :  Ja m e s E . B ro th ­
ers. D o n a ld  S. H a rris . J im m y  L a n - 
ham , R ic h a rd  S. A rm iste a d , George 
E . H a rd y , A lf re d  Colem an.
A T L A N T I C  C I T Y :  W illia m  C . W a l­
k e r, J r . ,  M o rris  J .  W ashington.
N e w  Y o rk e rs  E n ro lle d
B R O O K L Y N :  G eorge L .  B in g . Basil 
W . A lla m b y , E lb e rt  N . M e rriw e th e r, 
J r . ,  B e rtra n d  G . B ra ith w a ite . B e r ­
tra m  W . W ilson, E d w a rd  Bishop. 
D ouglas H . M c Q u illa n , L e o n a rd  O . 
V aughan.
B U F F A L O :  L a n d e n  L .  M cC all, 
L o u is  S. G ra d y .
R O C H E S T E R : L e la n d  H . P e n n in g ­
ton.
N E W  Y O R K  C I T Y :  M a u ry  M . Reid, 
J r . .  Sam uel W . W atts, J r .
F R E E P O R T : T h u rs to n  L .  Gaines.
C O R O N A : P a b lo  R . Gonzales.
T A R R Y T O W N :  C laren ce  C . C o n ­
w a y . A
T R O Y t  D a v id  A .  Seym o ur.
B R O N X  C O U N T Y :  J o h n  P. Qualles.
O the r P e nn sylvan ia ns
S W A R T H M O R E : W illia m  E .  Rice.
W IL L O W  G R O V E : M ilto n  S. Wash­
ington .
P I T T S B U R G H :  Jam es W . W rig h t. 
R o b e rt M . Johnson, E d w a rd  H arris . 
N e w  Jersey M en Th e re  
P L A I N F I E L D :  W a rre n  E . H en ry. 
S P R IN G F I E L D :  Th o m a s  C . Street. 
T R E N T O N :  Stepnew  C . K ib b le . 
B L O O M F I E L D :  R o b e rt E . D arben. 
R U T H E R F O R D : C a lv in  J .  Spann.
t j r t r 'v • 'Thom as L .  H aw kins.
Jj
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TAAF Aviation Cadets Are Proudest, Busiest in World
500 Strong, They’re Undergoing Training 
That Is No Bed of Roses; Day Is 16 Hours Long
By FRANCIS YANCEY
TUSKEGEE ARMY AIR FIELD, Ala.—Among the proudest and 
the busiest men in the world are the more than 500 members of the 
Aviation Cadet Corps at this huge training base. They are proud of the 
history of the corps of which they are a part and the part their fore­
runners, the 99th and the 332nd, products of this field, have had in its 
making.
Their bearing, manner and every action reflect self-conscious 
pride in the fact that they are a part of the cream of the colored 
youth of America, assembled here to meet the requirements of what 
are probably the most intensive and arduous training courses in mili­
tary history.
Francis Yancey, AFRO staff artist, gives us a pre-take off smile be­
fore taking a hop in a twin-engine trainer with Major Clay Albright, 
director of advance transition training at Tuskegee Army Air Field. 
Next week, Mr. Yancey brings us a story and sketches on Tuskegee’s 
flight surgeons, plus an interview with Aviation Cadet Rhohelia Webb, 
twin-engine cadet pilot.
AFRO-AMERICAN 
B a lt im o r e , Md.
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99th Commander Relates 
Flyers' Exploits Abroad ^
Major Roberts, Home for Rest, Tells Press 
Conference Few Original Members Are Left
WASHINGTON (NNPA) — Ma­
jor George S. Roberts, command­
er of the 99th Fighter Squadron, 
home from Italy for a rest, is 
eager to go back overseas, he told 
a press conference here last 
week.
Holder of the Air Medal with 
two oak leaf clusters, the 25- 
year-old flyer, native of Fairmont, 
W.Va., has had some 100 hours 
of operational flying and has com­
pleted 78 missions. The 99th, he 
said, has flown over 3,000 com­
bat missions or sorties alto­
gether.
A sortie is a combat flight by 
a single plane. A mission is any 
flight, including those during 
which there is no contact with 
the enemy. Of Major Roberts’s 
78 missions, 73 were also sor­
ties.
“Can Do Anything”
Major Roberts declared that 
his men can do and have done 
“ everything a fighter pilot can 
do.”  He said the squadron’s total 
bag of seventeen planes was no 
larger because most of its activi­
ty has been void of “ dog fights” 
with enemy flyers.
As bomber escorts, and air sup­
port for ground forces, however, 
the outfit has piled up a formid­
able tally of enemy trucks, jeeps, 
dumps and other installations and 
they have done considerable 
ground strafing of machine gun 
emplacements and troop concen­
trations.
Only about 20 per cent of the 
original members remain with 
the 99th, he revealed. Two pilots 
are known to have been killed
in action, three others are miss­
ing, and one is believed to be a 
prisoner of war. Others have 
been grounded because of fa­
tigue and a few have returned 
to the United States to become 
instructors.
No Racial Problem
The youthful major emphatical­
ly declared that no question of 
racial discrimination figured in 
the treatment of the squadron at 
any time, adding that on several 
occasions his pilots had flown 
with white pilots. He was con­
vinced also, he said, there there 
had been no difference in the 
training received by the 99th 
pilots from that of any others.
Asked about post-war plans, 
Major Roberts unhesitatingly re­
plied that he wants to keep on 
flying, “ anything with wings.”  He 
would prefer he admitted to re­
main with the Army Air Forces.
A  graduate of West Virginia 
State College, Major Roberts was 
at Tuskegee in 1942. He was pro­
moted to first lieutenant March 
of 1943, and went abroad a month 
later. He assumed command of 
the 99th Squadron last Septem­
ber, and was promoted to the 
rank of major in December.
Highly-educated and well-trained colored soldiers stationed at the AAF Training Command Radio School at Sioux Falls (South Dakota) 
Army Air Field hold many key jobs. Upper left: Sgt. LeRoy McCauley (seated), of Newark, N.J., and Sgt. Melvin Williams, of Philadelphia, 
check the “ nose” of an AT-18. Upper right: (left to right) Pvt. Howard A. Cooley, Chicago; Cpl. Robert L. Allensworth, Terre Haute, Ind.: 
Chicuclla C. Hillman, Montclair, N.J.; Pvt. Arthur B. Sykes, Baltimore, Md., and Sgt. Frank D. Prime, Pittsburgh, process records of 
incoming soldiers. Center row: (left) S/Sgt. Leon M. Houston, Austin, Texas, repairs damaged radio set; (center) Sgt. Henry C. Kimbrough, 
iNew York City, examines film strip in Post theatre projection room: (right) Pfc. Jeffrey D. Chatman, New Albany, Ind.; Pvt. Sterling L. 
I Charleston, Bluefield, YV. Va., and Sgt. Wilbur B. Strayhorn, Chicago (left to right), check the files in the unit personnel office. Bottom row: 
(left) Sgt. Elmer T. Kemp. YVashington. D.C., edits the Post history; (right) Pvt. Sheley F. Lymen, Frankfort, Ky.; Pvt. Lawrence C. Collins, 
Pensacola, Fla., and Pfc. Edward W. Harris, Inkster, Mich., sort mail in the message center. (Photos by Army Air Forces.)
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FLYING MAJOR HOME FOR REST— -T w e n ty - f iv e -y e a r -o ld  IVlaj. G eo rg e  
Spencer (S p a n k y ) R ob erts  o f F a irm o n t, W .V a .,  com m and ing  o ff ic e r  o f 
th e  9 9 th  F ig h te r S q uad ron , now  o p e ra tin g  in  I t la y  as a p a r t o f  the  
12th  U.S. A rm y  A ir  Force , p ic tu red  in a c on fe ren ce  room  a t th e  P e n ta ­
gon b u ild in g , W a s h in g to n , D .C ., la s t Thu rsday, as he exp la ine d  d e ta ils  
o f  his squadron 's  c om b a t exp erience  to  m em bers o f  the  Press and R ad io . 
The m a jo r is hom e fo r  a res t, a fte r  c o m p le tin g  78 m issions w ith o u t 
in ju ry . H e  w ears the  A ir  M e d a l w ith  tw o  O a k  L e a f C lu s te rs .— A rm y  
A i r  Forces P hoto .
THE CHICAGO DEFENDER 
Chicago, 111.
Date JAiN X 0 1344
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S erve on  th e F ro n t ,  R eturn and Sell Bonds
Herald Tribune—Acmi
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Captains o f  99th Squadron,; 
Both Decorated, Are; 
Concerned About Future.
By Tom  O ’ Hara
A desire to have the Negro take 
a fair part in the growth of Amer­
ican aviation was expressed yes­
terday by two Nggro pursuit pilots 
cf the Army Air Forces in an inter­
view at the Army Public Relations 
Office at 90 Church Street. Both, 
are captains with the 99th Fighter 
Squadron, the first all-Negro unit 
in the Air Forces.
They are Captain Charles B. 
Hall, twentyJthree years old. of 
Brazil, Ind.. who has piled up 700 
flying hours. 160 of them in com­
bat while on 108 missions, and 
Captain Lemuel Rodney Custis, 
twenty-nine, the first Negro police­
man in Hartford, Conp., who has 
flown 850 hours, 150 of which were 
in combat on ninety-five missions.
Both men have received the Air 
Medal with three Oak Leaf clust 
ers each. Captain Hall shot down 
three Nazi planes, two Focke 
Wulfs 190’s and a Messerschmitt 
109, &n?Nholds the Distinguished 
Flying Crd\s. Captain Custis has 
a Focke-Wulf 190 to his credit. 
The 99th Squadron, which oper- 
jated in North AIric$. Sicily and 
I now in Italy, has accounted for 
: seventeen planes to date, tri*s^cn 
1 reported.
Modest About Achievements
They spoke of their own achieve­
ments almost apologetically. When 
asked about the 99th Squadron, 
which flies Curtiss Warhawks, 
they spoke with restrained pride. 
Even the "lowliest private" in the 
unit. Captain Curtis said, has a 
sentimental attachment” to it.
"We were escorting bombers 
over Sicily on July 2. 1943. when 
the Luftwaffe tried to intercept 
our bombers." Captain Hall said. 
“ We were between the enemy 
planes and our bombers. A Fucke- 
Wulf got in my line of fire. I 
followed him down and watched 
him crash." The plane fell, he 
recalled, at Sciacca.
The other two planes fell to his 
guns on Jan. 28 six days after the 
5th Army had established a beach 
head at Anzio. The 99th was flŷ  
ing as cover for the operations in 
t'ifiT .area.
"I intercepted* a -Messerschmitt 
Flying on the deck, very Tin*,.” he 
explained. "I gave it a couple o f  
bursts and saw it crash and burn. 
I turned over and saw the Focke- 
Wulf and gave it three bursts. It 
did the same thing.”
Gives Other Pilot Credit
1 The day before, Captain Custis 
■ got his Nazi bomber. He said a 
’ pilot flying on his wing, who hap- 
' pened to be a white man, should 
' really get some credit, because he 
hindered the bomber from pressing 
' fhe attack. "I caught the German, 
j gave him a couple of bursts and 
1 brought him down,” he said. 
t The men have helped sell War 
I Bonds in the current drive. Cap­
tain Hall said that he appeared 
. with Major Walker M. Mahurin.
’ an ace with twenty-one planes to 
j his credit, in a rally at Fort Wayne,
; Ind. r
i Captain Custis said he helped 
raise $260,000 for the Hartford 
i Police Department, which the po- 
. lice had promised ‘to raise. The 
i department, he said, has promised 
>. him a soft "desk job" when the 
i war is over, if he wants it. "It's 
very, very nice,” he said, ‘ 'that the
hometown people are not forget- j 
ting me.”
Captain Curtis was graduated 
in 1939 from Howard University, 
at Washington, BSIOVS joining the 
Hartford police. Captain Hall 
joined the Air Forces in Novem­
ber. 1941, when he was a junior 
at Eastern Illinois State Teachers 
College, at Charleston, HI. Both 
men had taken pre-medical 
courses.
“The 99th Squadron.”  Captain 
Curtis said, "has been together a 
long, long time. We sort of estab­
lished the Negro in aviation and 
we want to see it grow and de­
velop. We were the first, and we 
have a sort of sentimental at­
tachment for the 99th.”
Walter White, secretary of the 
National Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People, was 
present as 'a guest at the inter­
view. He said the N. A. A. C. P. 
has invested $40,000 of its funds 
in War Bonds in honor of the two 
Negro pilot*.- 1 J
vOURNAL 4 GUIDE 
‘oik, Va.
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THIS IS THE FAMED B-25 Mitchell bomber, the type used 
on the first air raid on Japan by the fliers led by Major General 
James Doolittle. This is the plane now, being flown by the 
Negro bomber pilots, navigators, bombardiers, and gunners be­
ing trained by the Air Forces. This twin-tailed, two-motor ship 
'  considered one of the greatest aircraft of its type. Men doing
their advanced flying in these bombers are now stationed at a 
field at Fort Knox, Ky. Previously they were at Selfridge Field, 
Mich. Their basic air training is secured at Tuskegee, then they 
are assigned to various advanced fields, and finally to the Ken­
tucky field. (Air Forces Photo)
AFRO-AMERICAN 
Baltimore, Md.





No One Can Explain 
Shift from Selfridge 
JIM CROW REIGNS
Hospital Only Facility 
Not Separate in S.C.
T E D IT O R ’S N O T E :  Because of 
persistent reports  th a t the 553d 
P u rs u it  S q u a d ro n  h ad been " ra il ­
road ed '’ fro m  Selfrid ge  F ie ld , 
M ich ., to W a lte rb o ro  A irba se , S.C., 
fo r  protestin g segregation at the 
n o rth e rn  tra in in g  field, the A ssoci­
ated N e g ro  Press sent a re p o rte r 
to  W a lte rb o ro  to ob ta in  the facts 
in  the case fo r the readers of this 
new spaper. W h a t this correspon d—  
ent, E rn e st Joh n so n, chief of the 
A N P  W ash ingto n  bu reau , fo u n d  is 
contained in  three articles, the first 
of w h ic h  follow s.]
By ERNEST JOHNSON
WALTERBORO, S.C. (ANP) — 
The former 553rd Pursuit Squad­
ron, reportedly transferred from 
Selfridge Field, Mich., for protest­
ing segregation, is getting a real 
dose of jim crow here where near­
ly all facilities, except the hos­
pital, are separate.
None of the ranking officers 
here would give any reason for 
the sudden transfer of the unit 
on May 7 which is a contributing 
factor to the very low morale of 
the men.
Couldn’t Fly Down
In addition to this, when the 
transfer was made, none of the 
colored boys were permitted to 
fly his craft down although the 
whites did. Reason given was 
that eating facilities might not 
have been available to them at 
intermediate stops en route.
“ That was a slap in the face,” 
was the comment of one of the 
fellows with whom I talked, “ es­
pecially to he boys who had been 
overseas.”
Officers Dissatisfied
Those back from overseas with 
the 99th Pursuit Squadron who 
had been assigned to work with 
the nucleus of the 553rd at Sel­
fridge were: First Lieuts. Walter 
Lawson, Graham Smith, Louis R. 
Purnell. Spann Watson, Charles 
W. Dryden and Lee Rayford.
While at Selfridge, vyhere the 
seed of discord took root, there 
had been a tendency to place col­
ored officers as assistants to white 
supervisory personnel in the table 
of organization.
As a result. Lieutenants Ray­
ford and Purnell decided that 
broken up, the officers now being 
replacement training unit (to re­
ceive advanced training to replace 
99th pilots) and the ground crew 
a part of the base personnel.
The only pilots at the base are 
colored, except for the various 
supervisory personnel (instruc­
tors). Total personnel at Walter­
boro is estimated at approximate­
ly 1600 men of which about or 
third are colored.
Alibi for Jim Crow 
At first, all colored person 
here was referred to as RTU (re­
placement training unit), and 
reason offered as justification 
separate facilities was that “ 
RTU has a schedule to make.”
It finally developed, however, 
that as a means of getting around 
racial designations for the use 
of certain facilities, two classes of 
individuals were recognized and 
defined: RTU for the colored; base 
personnel for the white.
Hence, when the sign was put 
up, upon orders of Col. William 
M. Prince, over the entrance to 
a service center where sodas are 
dispensed, it said for “ base per­
sonnel,” and means “ colored sol­
diers keep out.”
When I called Colonel Prince’s 
attention to the fact that the 
ground crew was a part of 
personnel, he said simply, 
should have been taken into 
housekeeping,” but reminded 
that “ South Carolina has alv 
been a State which believes in 
separation of the races.”
He was merely conforming.
(To Be Continued)
THE MICHIGAN CHRONICLE 
Detroit, Mich.
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t'\ ^ 018 Study ̂ Maintenance
At Colorado
c
L A  J U N T A  A R M Y  A IR  F IE L D ,
C olo .— E ig h te e n  N eg ro  e n lis te d  men 
fro m  11 states a re  c u r re n t ly  re c e iv ­
in g  in s tru c t io n  in  a irc ra f t  m a in te ­
nance in  th e  base m echanics school 
a t La  J u n ta  A r m y  A i r  F ie ld , the 
W a r D e p a rtm e n t re p o rted  th is  week.
I t  is a n tic ip a te d  th a t upon com­
p le tio n  o f th e  course th e y  w i l l  jo in  
the 54 Negro, m echan ics  n o w  on the 
f l ig h t  lin e  a t La  J u n ta  w ho  are 
s e rv ic in g  B-25 M itc h e ll bombers 
used in  t r a in in g  p ilo ts  a t th e  A A F  
T r a in in g  C om m and 's  A dvance T w o  
E n g in e  P i lo t  school.
F ro m  M ic h ig a n  are  P v t. G era ld  
Pace, son o f M rs . D u lc ie  Pace, 647 
P le a sa n t s tre e t, S .E., G ran d  Rapids, 
and P fc . C lin to n  M . M ason, son of C laude  M ason, Eau  C la ire .
PITTSBURGH COURIER 
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Date >WU 5 - / 9 4 4
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C. O. Says Biased 
Setup Maintains
Soc
WALTERBORO AIR BASE, Walterboro, S. C.— (ANP) 
—Negro officers of the former 553rd Pursuit squadron and 
their accompanying ground crew walked out of the base 
theatre here last May because the commanding officer of
th e  post had, on th e  day o f th e ir O --------------------------------------------------------------
a r r iv a l  f r o m  S e lfr id g e  F ie ld , estab­
lished  a  seg reg a tion  p o lic y  th a t  is 
s t i l l  in  effect.S a id  C o l. W i l l ia m  M . P r in c e , th e  th e n  c o m m a n d in g  o ff ic e r o f th e  base, w h e n  I  ta lk e d  w ith  h im  on J u ly  11:" I t  is  n o t an  a tte m p t to  estab­lis h  race seg reg a tion  o r  d is c r im i­n a tio n . I t  is  m e re ly  an  e ffo r t  tp  
m a in ta in  th e  S ta te  and  socle.1 cus­tom s "W hich have  ex is ted  in  th is  
p a r t o f th e  c o u n try .”T h e re  is  on th e  post also a se rv ­
ice s to re  fo r  en lis ted  men. T h e re  th e y  m a y  o b ta in  sodas and  odd item s  w h ic h  m a y  o r  m ay n o t be o b ta ined  a t the  post exchange.N eg ro  base personne l is  b a rre d  em ­
p h a tic a lly .
T W O  O F F IC E R S ' M E S S
A r m y  re g u la tio n s  do n o t a llo w  fo r  m o re  th a n  one o ffic e rs ' c lub  a t a post. T o  ge t a ro u n d  th a t  
Col. P r in c e  a u th o r iz e d  tw o  "o f f i ­
cers’ mess h a lls ,” one fo r  N egroes and  one fo r  w h ite s . T h e  m e th o d  o f o p e ra tio n  is  th e  sam e as th a t  fo r  a c lub , th e  purposes a re  id e n ­tic a l, b u t th e y  a re  tw o  in  n um b er.I t  w as lik e  th a t  th e  d ay  th e  m en  a rr iv e d , and  has re m a in e d  th a t  
way.C o l. .P r in c e  is f r o m  L a u r in b u rg ,N . C., b u t th a t  doesn’t  in flue n c e  h is  decisions, he  says. B o th  he and M rs . P r in c e  a re  a ffab le  peo­ple. H e ’s been in  the  A rm y  16 years. A m o n g  th e  th re e  ob jec­tive s  he saw  as h is  jo b  was th is  one, " t o  a c c lim a te ” th e  colored o f­ficers and  e n lis te d  m en to  a "h o s ­t i le  a rea .”B e fo re  o u r  c o n ve rsa tio n  had end- ed, he w as c o n s tra in e d  to  a d m it th a t  fie w o u ld  "m a k e  no d is tin c tio n  w ha tsoeve r, excep t w here  i t  comes 
to  socia l in te rm in g lin g . "  A  th e ­a tre  and  a soda fo u n ta in , n o t to  m e n tio n  th e  "m ess  h a lls ,” then , w ere  ( fa c ilit ie s  w h ic h  a ffo rd  soc ia l in te rm in g lin g .
ial Customs
-----------------------
Rv 1’RNl’ST f  u m v s n v
NO “ACCIDENT”
O n th e  base a re  tw o  p ost ex­changes w ith o u t  d e s ig na tio n  and s e rv in g  a ll m e n  s ta tio n e d  the re . 
One o f th e m  happens to  be in  th e  N eg ro  a re a  T o r  convenience. T h e re  is  a l ib r a ry  open to  a ll, and a g ym ­n a s iu m  w h ic h  is  u t il iz e d  by a ll.  I t  is  n o t in fre q u e n t th a t  b o th  N egroes and w h ite s  fin d  re c re a tio n  here  to g e th e r in  som e fo r m  o f game. A  b o w lin g  a lle y  has re c e n t ly  been opened, ho w e ve r, and  th e  ” R T U ”  (re p la c e m e n t t r a in in g  u n i t— m ean­in g  th e  N egroes) w as o ffe red  tw o  n ig h ts  a  w eek. L t .  W i l l ia m  B a il-  ous d e live red  th e  message to  the  co m m a n d in g  o ff ic e r  th a t  h is  g roup  p re fe rre d  n o t to  use th e  a lle y  a t a ll on such te rm s .C ap t. J a c k  A lb e r t  W a lto n , th e  P ro te s ta n t c h a p la in , e a r ly  in v ite d  th e  R T U  to  w o rs h ip  a t th e  base chapel, and som e o f th e  m en have  accepted. T h e  C a th o lic  p r ie s t f r o m  ou ts id e  has been ju s t  as co r­
d ia l.N o  one cou ld  re c a ll a n y  " in c i­d e n t”  o c c u rr in g  b e tw een th e  m en o f  th e  tw o  races. N one  fe l t  th a t  a n y  w o u ld  occur.
W h i le  th e  th e a tre  m a tte r  is  the  m a in  sore spot o f th e  m en, th e re  a re  o th e rs  th a t  m a ke  fo r  th e ir  un-. happ iness and lo w  m o ra le . T a k ­in g  th e  f ly in g  tra in e e s  f irs t,  th e y  p o in t o u t:T h e  s u p e rv is o ry  p e rsonne l is a l­m o s t e xc lu s ive ly  w h ite , th e re  be­
in g  b u t th re e  N eg ro  o ffic e rs  o u t o f  the  21 h o ld in g  p o s itio n s  fro m  f l ig h t  leader up to  f l ig h t com ­
m and e r. F iv e  o f th e  g roup  a re  e ith e r  f i r s t  lie u te n a n ts  o r  cap ta ins . T h e  th re e  N egroes a re  F i r s t  L ts . G ra h a m  S m ith  o f A h o sk ie , N . C .; W a lte r  L a w so n , N e w to n , V a „  and Spann  W a tso n , H ackensack , N . J., a ll f l ig h t  leaders, a ll experienced in  overseas com bat. U n t i l  he w as dis­
m issed f r o m  th e  serv ice  a fe w  w eeks ago b y  a  c o u rt-m a r t ia l,  1st L t .  C h arle s  W . D ry d o n  w as an­o th e r. T h e  m en  a re  a w a re  th a t  in  a ll, som e 13 m e n  have  re tu rn e d  f ro m  th e  99th  w ith  ra t in g s  as h ig h  as m a jo r , th e  experience o f some o f  w h o m  m ig h t  w e ll have  been u til iz e d  in  f i t t in g  th e  new  o rg a n i­z a tio n  f o r  th e ir  tasks .
F E E L  T H E Y  D E S E R V E  
P R O M O T IO N S
W h ile  m a n y  o f th e  m en have  o n ly  re c e n tly  received th e ir  w ings,
th e re  a re  o th e rs  w h o  fe e l th a t  de­served  p ro m o tio n s  h ave  been pur­pose ly  w ith h e ld  f r o m  th e m . W h ile  
a t  S e lfr id g e  F e ld  th e  "ra t in g s ”  o f 
"s e n io r ”  and  " j u n io r ” second lieu ­te n a n ts  w e re  es tab lished  among them se lves  as s a t ia t io n . Jesse 
W ill ia m s , I I ,  second lie u te n a n t, g o t h is  ra ting ; in  A u g u s t, 1942, is a s k ille d  e n g in e e rin g  o ffic e r, b u t c a n n o t f u l l y  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  he h a s  been he ld  b ack.
A  w h ite  second lie u te n a n t is in com m and  o f c o m b a t in te llig ence  
a lth o u g h  h is  a s s is ta n t is a second lie u te n a n t 17 m o n th s  h is  sen io r in  p o in t o f  r a t in g . T h e  o p in io n  is g e n e ra lly  he ld  th a t  p ro m o tio n s  o r a ss ig nm en ts  a re  n o t made on the j basis o f m e r it .  W h i le  th e re  is n o t com p le te  a g re e m e n t on  th is  po in t, th e  b e lie f is  he ld  b y  some th a t w h ite  s u p e rv iso rs  ( in s tru c to rs )  are sa tis fie d  to  see th e  tra in e e s  get in  th e ir  f ly in g  h o u rs  regard less  o f the q u a lity  o f  th e  tra in in g .
L A C K  L IV I N G  Q U A R T E R S
G u n n e ry  p ra c tic e  is  g iven a t M y r t le  Beach, 110 m ile s  n o rth w e s t f r o m  W a lte rb o ro . T h e  R T U  tra in ­ees a re  ta k e n  th e re  u n d e r the  su­p e rv is io n  o f a  w h ite  f l ig h t  leader g e n e ra lly . T h e  f i r s t  t im e  th e y  w en t th e y  w e re  fed  a t  th e  o ffic e rs ’ mess. T h e  n e x t t im e , how ever, i t  was th e  e n lis te d  m e n ’s mess h a ll. M ost o f th e m  re fu se d  to  eat. N o r are th e y  w e lcom ed  a t  o th e r  fie lds w hen fo rced  la n d in g s  happen because e a tin g  fa c il i t ie s  a re  denied a t the o ff ic e rs ’ h a ll o r  c lub . U nless there  is  a  co lo red  g ro u p  th e re  w ith  w h o m  th e y  m ig h t  eat, th e y  go to  to w n  o r  go h u n g ry .
I n  th e  to w n  o f  W a lte rb o ro  the re  a re  b u t n in e  co lo re d  hom es w h ich  have  in d o o r  to i le t  fa c ili t ie s . L iv ­in g  space o f  a n y  k in d  is  scarce Som e o f th e  m e n  h ave  th e ir  w ives w ith  th e m  a nd  so liv e  o ff th e  base B u t  th e  A r m y  m a k es  no  provis ion fo r  such a rra n g e m e n ts . W h ite s  en d u re  th e  sam e d raw b ack .(S round  p e rso n n e l haye  th ing s  t< k ic k  a b o u t also.F o r t y  m e n  in  com m unica tion! asked  C o lone l P r in c e  to  transfe : th e m  to  o th e r  a ss ig n m e n ts  o r  ti o th e r  o u tf its  because, am ong  othe th in g s , th e y  f e l t  th e y  w e re  be in  used b e low  th e ir  to p  s k il ls ;  b< cause in  sp ite  o f th e  presence < a N e g ro  c o m m a n d in g  o ffic e r, l i
T -t. H a y w a rd  J . B u rn s , o rders w er s t i l l  c o m in g  f r o m  w h ite  superv ii o ry  p e rsonne l; because i t  seeme th e ir  u n i t  w as a c tu a lly  be ing di p le ted  and  abolished , p a rtic u la r!  th e ir  h o m in g  sec tion .
T h e  m ed ica l d e tachm en t e> ressed unhapp iness  because the ad n o t been p e rm itte d  to  fum  t io n  o u t o f th e  base hosp ita l, bi
ra th e r  had  to  u t il iz e  an  il l- f l t te  shack  w ith  sad ly  inadequate  f? c ilit ie s . L t .  C ol. N o rb e r t  S u lllv a i base surgeon, exp la ined  th a t  I  had  on  tw o  occasions requests th e  N e g ro  co m m a n d in g  o ff ic e r f i th e  d e tachm en t, L t .  F r a n k  H . Jo d a n , to  tr a n s fe r  h is  m en  and  su p lies  to  th e  h o s p ita l, b u t th a t  1 had  fa ile d  to  do so.






Lt. Perkins Of 
Norfolk Among 14 
With First Oak Leaf
B y  J ohn  ' R over ' ’ J ordan
Guide War Correspondent
. ( Copyright. Reproduction forbidden)
' AN ADVANCED ALLIED; 
AIRBASE IN ITALY— via air­
mail— delayed— Oak leaf clus­
ters were awarded to 28 pilots 
o f the Mustang Fighter Group 
commanded by Col. B. O. Davis 
Jr., here recently. Of these i 
men, 14 were getting the Sec­
ond oak leaf cluster to add to 
their air medals and 14 were re­
ceiving the cluster award for I 
the first time.
Those awarded the second 
oak leaf cluster to the air medal 
were:
2nd Lt. Maceo A. Harris. 24, 
Of 352 Harvard street, Cam­
bridge; 2nd Lt. Norman W. 
Scales, 25, of 1107 Myrtle 
street, Austin, Texas; Capt. 
Arm our G. McDaniels, 28, 904 
E. Church street. Martinsville, 
Va.; Lt. Joseph P. Gomer, 24, 
515 River street. Iowa Falls, 
Iowa; 1st Lt. Robert H. Wiggins,
23, of 1341 E. 18th street, 
Brooklyn: 2nd Lt. Joe Lewis,
24, of 2206 Marion street, Den­
ver, Colo.; 2nd Lt. Leonard F. 
Turner, 25, of 244 P street, N. 
,W., Washington;
Also Capt. Melvin T. Jackson,
25, of 432 E. 23rd street, Balti­
m ore: 1st Lt. Weldon K. Froves,
26, o f Route 1, Edwardsville, 
Kan.; 1st Lt. Freddie E. Hutch­
ins, 23, of 208 N. Dowling 
street, Donaldsonville, Ga.: 
Capt. Wendell O. Pruitt, 24, of 
4569 Garfield ave.. St. Louis: 
2nd Lt. George J. Haley,' 24, of 
19 Geneva street, Bath. N. Y.; 
2nd Lt. William R. Melton Jr..
23, of 3620 South Gramercy 
Place, Los Angeles; and 2nd Lt. 
Robert H. Smith, 23, of 2541 
Madison ave., Baltimore.
FIRST AWARDS
The follow ing were awarded 
the first oak leaf cluster to the 
air medal:— Capt. Milton R. 
Brooks, 27, 411 Harrison street. 
Glassport, Pa.; 1st Lt. Willie S. 
Hunter, 22, of 323 Whitney ave., 
Albany, Ga.; 1st Lt. Harry A. 
Sheppard, 26, of 166-04 11th 
avenue, Jamaica, N. Y .; 1st Lt. 
Edward N. Smith, 26, of 1168 S. 
13th street, Philadelphia; 1st Lt. 
R oy M. Spencer, 26, of 1526 S. 
Adams street, Tallahassee. Fla.: 
1st Lt. John J. Suggs, 28, of 
1920 Tippecanoe street, Terre 
Haute, Ind.: and 2nd Lt. Hubron 
R. Blackwall. 26, of 2522 Mc- 
Collos street, Baltimore.
Also 1st Lt. Ulysses S. Taylor 
Jr., 25, Box 15, Kaufman, Tex.: 
2nd Lt. V irgil J. Richardson, 26. 
o f  261, W. 150th street, New 
iYork City: Flight Officer Cor­
nelius P. Gould, 22, 518 Singer 
Place, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Cap­
tain William T. Mattison, 29, 
1213 Markham street, Conw’ay, 
A rk.; 2nd Lt. Charles H. Duke, 
1736 N. Vancouver avenue, 
Portland, Ore.; 2nd Lt. Sanford 
M. Perkins, 28. 2501 West ave., 
N orfolk; and 2nd. Lt. Reed E. 
Thompson, 23, of 91 Potter ave­
nue, New Rochelle, N. Y.
\ o < J V r t Q g v \  <W \J\ C ^ r O i d
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2 M ore Pilot? of 3 3 2 n d  Get
D F C ; N in e  W in  Prom otions
By ART CARTER
AFRO War Correspondent with 
U.S. Troops in Italy 
[C o p y rig h t . R ep ro d u ctio n  in  w hole 
or in  part expressly fo rb id d e n .]
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Italy — Capts. Howard L. Baugh, 
24. of 95 Lee Avenue, Petersburg, 
Va., and Edward L. Toppins, 29, 
San Francisco, have been awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross 
and First Lt. Lewis C. Smith, re­
ported missing in action June 8, 
is a prisoner ot war, it was re­
vealed this week.
The fate of Lt. Smith was re­
vealed Saturday by officials of the 
pioneer 99th Fighter Squadron.
Lt. Smith was 
flying his 101st 
mission and bail­




s e e k  w o r k  
against German 
forces retreating 
following th e  
fall of Rome. 
F l a k  disabled 
his plane during 
a strafing attack, forcing him to
Lt. Smith
make the leap. _
Baugh, Toppins in States
Honored with the DFC on Fri­
day, Capts. Baugh and Toppins, 
both now in the States for reas­
signment, served as flight com­
manders spearheading over 130
LT. EDWARD TOI'PINS
missions each of all kinds, but 
were particularly outstanding in 
strafing and dive-bombing attacks.
In the invasion of Southern 
France, they flew lead spots in 
flights which wrecked enemy coas­
tal installations as the softening 
up process for the invasion forces. 
Baugh led a flight during squad­
ron’s previous dive-bombing days 
which destroyed twenty-five Ger­
man trucks, while Toppins has 
been consistently outstanding in 
aerial maneuvers throughout his 
combat tour of duty.
Toppins Has Downed 4
Toppins has four planes to his1 
credit, narrowly missing ace stat­
us when another was officially de­
clared a probable instead of a de­
stroyed aircraft. Baugh has one 
enemy plane to his credit.
First Lieuts. Charles P. Baily, 
Puntagorda. Ga.. Herman (Ace)> 
Lawson, Marysville, Calif., and 
John Suggs. Detroit, are the latest 
three of the group pilots to get 
reassignments in the States, while 
five were promoted to first lieu­
tenants.
Five Promoted to First I.ts.
They are: Quitman C. Walker, 
Indianaola, Miss.: Shelly West- 1 
brook, Toledo: Richard D. Harder, 
Birmingham; Roger B. Gaitor. Sea­
side Heights. N.J.; and Robert C. 
Chandler, Allegan, Mich.
In the service group which ser­
vices the Mustang group's planes
LT. HOWARD BAUGH
four promotions were made re­
cently.
Capt. Elmer D. Jones, Washing­
ton. commanding officer of the 
service squadron, was elevated to 
major, while Lts. James S. Ray, 
Bardstown, Kv., commanding offi­
cer of the signal squadron: Thom­
as G. Weaver, Baton Rbuge, La., 
commanding officer of the quar­
termaster company; and Walter 
Alexander, St. Louis, of the 




Virginia Flyer First in Greek Capital
According to delayed reports from the Mediterranean Theatre, Lt. 
Andrew I). Marshall of Bristol, Va., a fighter pilot attached to the 
332nd Fighter Group, was the first Allied soldier to land in Athens, 
Greece, which was occupied Saturday hy Allied air borne forces.
transfer Ut Veteran Combat Pilots 
From Tuskegee Called Military Must
By VINICE T. SPRAGGS
(Defender Washington Bureau)
WASHINGTON.—The transfer of 
15 veteran combat pilots, members 
i of the 99th Fighter Squadron, from 
1 the Tuskegee Army Air Field to 
bomber-pilot training at Douglas 
Field, Arizona, was predicated on 
a dire need for Army Air Field tb 
bomber-pilot training at Douglas 
Field, Arizona, was predicted on 
a dire need for Army Air Force 
replacements and has nothing to 
do with race, sources in the War 
Department revealed this week.
Substantiating their claim, it was 
pointed out that just last week, 75 
white combat pilots with overeas 
experience were assigned to the 
Douglas Field for identical transi­
tion training as that accorded Ne­
groes.
Venturing to make a prediction, 
my informant declared, “The men 
most likely to remain in the Army 
Air Forces after the war,” and 
many Negro pilots express that de­
sire, “will be those men with sev­
eral ratings” They termed this 
transition to twin-engine training 
another step towards that goal.
Slowdown In Enlistees
For sometimg now there has 
been a slow-down in the number of 
Negro men trickling into the army 
air forces. This is due, many be­
lieve to: (1) a lack of general in­
formation on the whole army air 
force program; (2) assignment of 
men to other branches of service 
who express a preference for air 
force training, and the difficulty ot 
getting a transfer once the assign­
ment is made: (3) the slow ac­
ceptance of Negroes by the army 
at the initiation of the program, 
and the attending caustic criticism 
which served to sour many pros- 
spects who otherwise would have 
been interested: (4) the high physi­
cal and intelligence requirements; 
(5) the restriction of Negroes to 
the jim-crow Tuskegee Army Air 
Field for initial training; (6) re­
sent ment of the treatment accord­
ed officers and enlisted men in the 
nearby Southern towns; and. (7) 
the amount of adverse criticism 
which still attends TAAF.
Endeavoring to meet the needs of 
the field, occasioned by these short­
ages in Negro enlistees, army air 
force regulations, which require 
that all trainees admitted be en­
listed men, have been modified as 
follows: Negroes at the time ,of in­
duction may express a preference 
for air forces and air crew train­
ing, a privilege which for several 
months has been denied whites be­
cause of surpluses of enlistees. Ne­
gro officers in air forces (adminis­
trative personnel) are permitted to 
take pilot training while whites 
are barred.
Plan Recruiting Drive
Should shortages continue, it is 
contemplated that air officers such 
as navigators and bombardiers may 
, be admitted to pilot training. Ad­
ditional steps are at present under 
consideration for the very near fu- 
1 ture to speed up the replacement 
under consideration for the very 
near future to speed up the re- 
j flow, possible including an exten­
sive recruitment campaign.
Enlisted men entering the Tus 
kegee Army Air Field are traine
predominantly to fly single-engine 
craft. Some in the advance stage 
of training swing over to twin- 
engine training. The former group 
upon completion of training go to 
Waterboro Field, S. C., as replace­
ments for the 332nd Fighter Group 
now stationed in the European 
theatre. The latter group go to 
Douglas Field for transition train­
ing, thence to Godman Field, Ky., 
or Atterbury Field, Ind., for place­
ment in the 447th group which is 
in the process of being built up to 
sufficient numerical strength for 
combat service.
All entry into flying is voluntary, 
and Negro men may at the time of 
induction express a preference for 
air force training. Following care­
ful screening, and in accordance 
with test results and the needs of 
the service., they are sent to various 
phases of flying. In spite of this 
expressed preference, many “wake 
up” to find themselves “railroaded”
l - a / C ' !
into a branch of service contrary 
to their wishes, most often quar­
termasters, engineers or transpor­
tation.
Then to try and get a transfer 
creates a “real” situation. In this 
instance, my informant says, they 
should complain to the office of the 
Civilian Aide to the Secretary of 
War for having been “wrongfully 
assigned.” Steps will be initiated 
immediately. Often the wait is 
long, and satisfactory results not 
always forthcoming.
In some quarters it is felt that 
the Tuskegee Army Air Field 
should not stand as an excuse 
bar Negroes from future training 
possibilities at Kelly and Randolph 
Field, Texas, the West Point of the 
air; and, that men, with aviation 
combat experience expressing a de­
sire for retention in the army air 
forces should be considered for 
retention in the regular army on a 
basis of their interests and ex­
perience.
THE CHICAGO DEFElJDEk 
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Group “Red Tails” Encounter 
Resurrected German Air Force 
In Easter Battles Over Austria
rV **•
'•■M «-V lyt** *****
O r-
Fliers Attacked Wfiile On Strafing And Escort Missions;
New York Pilot Gets Three On Easter Sunday As Eight Of 
Our Pilots Down,.12 Nazis; One O f Our Men Is Missing y
•'T I • I I  \ i r  ^  By LEM GRAVES, JR. ' &  '
• j  ’  ‘ . Journal and Guide War Correspondent 7  ~  s  . .
(Copyright. Reproduction Forbidden ' ' ' * " "
A D V A N C E D  AJR BASE, ITALY— Dare-devil fliers of the 332nd Fighter Group raised havoc Viffc- 
Hifjer's resurrected'air force over the Easter weekend, shooting down twenty-five enemy planes in- 
two days to set new records. Inspired by the sensational jet plane victories over Berlin the previous 
week, Col. B. 0. Davis Jr.'s "Red Tails" knocked down thirteen planes over Austria Saturday, a new 
record, and then came back Sunday to shoot down twelve more. " ’ y
Led by Col. Davis, the rampaging Fighter Group thereby added another thrilling chapter to its . 
dramatic history. It was a new record number of planes shot down in a single day by the colored 
pilots, who encountered several flights of German ME-109s and FW-190s while on a strafing mis* 
sion in the Ligz area of Austria, near the Munich-Vienna sector. . ; /, j
The Nazi interceptors failed to prevent the victory** 
flushed pilots from completing their prussion,-destroying 
targets which included: seven locorrio-. 
fives; one of which was credited to Col. 
Davis; one large Warehouse; and several 
units of rolling stock which were seen to 
1. blow up in railyards. j . .
I  Participating In Saturday’s victory:
^ parade were two pilots whoi had, on th *  
Drevioiis = Saturday, , become • tbe* first in
... iUpropelleds
.. . planes while pn a retord-bfeaking mis-
-G R A V E S sion to Berlin! - They-wpre: 1st Lt. Ros- 
coe C. Brown Jr ., 23, of 770 St. Nicholas avenue, New York 
City, and 1st Lt. Earl R. Lane, 22„ of 65 East 294th street, 
Wickliffe, Ohio. . / '■ - v V
" Duck Soup"  Compared To Jet, Says P ilo t , '■
Lt. Brown,'credited with one FW-190 said, “ It was like duck 
soup compared to the lightning-like jet I .tangled' with last week.”  
Pilots scoring victories Saturday agreed that Iuftwaffa 
pilots wege_rdther aggressive in this skirmish, as compared J- 
to observations made the previous Saturday by flyers who *- 
found jet plane pilots unaggressive. This was attributed by
Rampaging "Red Tails" Support Russians
|ADVANCED AIR BASE, Italy— The 332nd Fighter Group’s 
rampaging “ Red Tails”  escorted heavy bombers striking in -di­
rect support of advancing Russion ground forces northwest of 
Vienna Monday.
Disrupting German communication lines in support of tho 
Red Arm y troops, our hedvies hit rail targets near Vienna. Th« 
escorting fighter group formation was led by Col. B. O. Davis 
Jr., commander of the “ Red Tails.”  Na enemy planes were en­
countered on this mission. \ /  . i . . . ;
the airmen to the belief that the success of-the 15th Air 
Force against German oil resources has hampered the train-_^ 
ing program in the relatively new jet jobs and combat tech-~~~ 
niques have not been thoroughly developed in speedy jeds.
Double V ic to ry
The only double victory JP 
Saturday’s mission was scored 
by 1st Lt. Robert W. Williams, 
,728 North Cooper street, Ottum- j (See BIG AIR VICTORY, P. 2)
D 0 > v r V-
0  1 A. ̂
■ W -i
Leads Command
These victories by the 332nd 
Fighter Group were part o f a to­
tal o f 35 enemy planes shot down 
by 15th Air Force pilots Satur­
day. The colored group main­
tained its position as second in 
aerial achievements in the 15th 
Fighter Command for the year, 
ranking just behind the sensa­
tional 31st Fighter Group.
It was the greatest number ol 
aerial victories in a single day 
for the 15th Fighter Command, 
iwhich ended its first year as a 
united command March 31. 1
Beside Col. Davis, pilots 
credited with destroying lo­
comotives were: 2nd Lt. 
Conrad A. Johnson, 460 
West 147th street, New York 
City, two locomotives; 1st 
Lt. Leroy Roberts Jr., 511 
Sage street, Poccoa, Ga., two 
locom otives; 1st Lt. Emile 
Clifton, San Francisco, one ' 
locom otive; and 1st Lt. W il- , 
liam S. Price, 111 Harrison 
street, Topeka, Kan., one 
locom otive.
WELCOME NEWS
The group remained inactive 
because of bad weather during 
the week, until Saturday’s his­
toric mission. News of the suc­
cessful mission broke suddenly 
at the end of the quietest weeks 
since the Italian campaign start­
ed. Ground activity was at an 
ominous standstill all alohg the 
front and air activity was con­
siderably reduced by bad 
weather.
Continuing to set a terri­
fic pace for other fighter 
groups of the 15th Fighter 
Command, Col. Davis’ Mus- v 
tang “ Red Tails’ ’ (so niclt-
(ComfauedT from  Page 1) 
wa, Iowa, who shot dowij^twc 
FW-190s. q- -  T -  y  S
Other pilots , who scored 
'victories in the air Satur­
day follow : Major William 
A. Campbell, of Tuskegee, 
one ME-109; 1st Lt. Daniel 
L. Rich, 24 Elm street, 
Rutherford, N. J., one ME- . 
109; 1st Lt. Bertram W. W il­
son, 58 Hancock street, 
Brooklyn, one FW-190; 2nd 
Lt. Rual W. Bell, 13 North­
east Tillamock, Portland, 
Ore., one FW-190; 2nd Lt. 
Thomas P. Braswell, 8 Park 
street, Bufford, Ga., one 
FW-190; 2nd Lt. John W. 
Davis, 939 Splitlog avenue, 
Kansas City, Kan., one ME- 
109; 2nd Lt. James L. Hall 
Jr., 733 Fairmont street,»
N.W., Washington, one ME- 
109; 2nd Lt. Hugh J. White, ’ 
6109 Idaho 
Louis, one ME-1 
John H. Lyle, 
street, Chicago,
named bv:ause the tails of 
their planes are painted red) . . 
scored '  another sensational 
aerial v ictor ; Sunday, April 
1 , in accounting for every 
one of the twelve planes 
shot down by 15th fighters 
which escorted heavy bom b­
ers over targets fti Southern 
i Austria. A
In this second m olt sensation­
al air baffle of the'hirtory.f tnei 
Group fell one under Saturday’s 
record-breaking achievement. I
LITTLE SQUADRON I
All of the Easter victories went 
to airmen flying in a small squad­
ron — consisting of only eight 
planes—onfe of several such Units 
^nto which the Mustang group had 
been divided for this particular 
mission.
This valiant little squadron 
encountered ten German FW- 
190s and six ME-109s near 
Weis, Austria, shooting down 
eight of the former and four ’ 
of the latter.
The top scorer of the day was! 
1st Lt. Harry T. Stewart Jr., 20, of 
105-11 34th avenue Corona, Long 
Island, N. Y., who shot down three 
FW190s. It was his first victories. 
BIG SCORE
The little squadron with the big 
victory score was commanded by 
Captain Walter M. Downs, 28, of 
1827 Palmyra street. New Orleans. 
Three of the flyers were credited 
with two victories each as follows- 
1st Lt. Charles I. White, 23, of 1741 
West 5th street, Oaklartid, Cal., two 
FW-190s: 2nd Lt. Earl E. Carey,
13225 Bell avenue. St, Louis, two 
ME-109s; 2nd Lt. John E. Edwards, 
24. of 902 Main street. Steuben­
ville, Ohio, two FW-190s.
Other victories went to the 
following:
2nd Lt. Harold M. Morris,
28, ofN546 NE Stanton avenne, 
Portland, Ore., one FW-190; 
and F/O James H. Fisher, 21, 
Glen Echo Park, Stoughton, 
Mass., one FW-190.
MISSING HERO
I The twelfth victory was scored 
by a pilot who failed to return 
from the mission. His name is not 
to be published until his relatives 
have been notified that he is 
among the missing, 
j The flyers reported that enemy 
.fighters were very aggressive and 
'attempted to draw the Mustangs 
i into the heavy flak area around 
the Weis airdrome.
RECORDS STILL FALL .
Twenty-five enemy planes shot 
down in two' days is at least the 
best record of the 15th Fighter 
command for 1945. and maybe one 
of the best ip history of the com­
mand. ■ ~
Providing, aggressive protection 
for the bombers, the entire group 
formations were led by 1st Lt. 
Richard S. Harder, 37 Sumter 
street, Brooklyn, N. Y. The group 
formations had been split Into 
three smaller formations to give the 
bombers maximum protection from 
. German interceptors and still blast 
'jerries from the sky. This man­
euver accounted for all victories 
going to one small unit. 
LEGENDARY “RED TAILS”
|, The “Red Tails” are rapidly be- 
i coming a legend with bomber 
crews universally commending 
them for the marvelous escort sup­
port which the colored flyers have 
maintained. This close protection 
for the bombers has been main­
tained often at a sacrifice p f air 
victories, because the "Red Tails” 
seldom allow themselves to be 
drawn off into fighter sweeps, 
which increase air victories but 
leave the bombers exposed.
Bomber pilots say all over 
the 15th Air Force. “We like 
to see the “ Red Tails” because 
we know they won’t leave us ^  
to build their own reputations 
as jerry killers, while we are 
left to face other formation of 
Nazi fighters . . .”
Yet, the "Red Tails,” when op­
portunity comes by virtue of Nazi 
attacks on our bomber formations, 
have made the second best victory 
record in the fighter command and 
have won top respect and highest 
praise for sticking to the main job 
of protecting the heavies.
I GENERAL CONGRATULATES 
Major Gen. Nathan Twining, 
commander of the 15th Air Force, 
Sunday congratulated the entire 
command for its excellent work 
during the month of March, dur­
ing which records were set for 
bomb tonnage, sorties, and distance 
flights for both fighters and i 
heavies.
I The 332nd carried out successful 
strafing attacks on 'many rail tar­
gets in Austria Sunday.
THE MICHIGAN CHRONICLE 
Detroit, Mich.
Date JAN 2 6 W *
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|Negro Ace
N K IT X S -fo i.r  in the nir an.l
«.n 1 lie cround— make IX  
Archer of New York, the na- , v  i v/ijrj'o fichter pilot.
«»V -
Protest Camp J  A  I  I  F  I )  
Jimcrow, Face a  “  I  ■■ ■■  1 #  
Court Martial
■w *■ ' *»_l
F R E E M A N  F IE L D , S ey ­
mour, Ind.—  ( A N P ) — Sixty  
N egro  officers were placed  
under arrest at this field Fri­
day for defying  a ban on col­
ored officers at the sw anky  
and m odern officers’ club at  
this post by order o f Col. 
Robert So lw ay  Jr.
T he mass arrest, which is 
believed unprecedented in 
the history of the arm y, has 
this post in an uproar and  
has disrupted the e n t i r e  
t r a i n i n g  program  of the 
47 7 th  B om b a rd m en t  group.  
This group is the ftrst aH$.‘ e- 
gro Bom b unit— that is, all 
N egro  f o r  t r a i n i n g  b u t  
whites fo r  com m and a n d  
promotion.
AH of those arrested are mem­
bers of the 118th Base unit which 
is a replacement group for the 
477th now in the finalf stages of 
their overseas training. The 
names of those arrested are not 
available at this time. However, 
they include captains, lieutenants 
and flight officers, several of them 
overseas veterans and proud wear­
ers of the Distinguished Flying 
cross.
i Col. Solwav'g move in setting 
up a separate officers’ club and
I denying admittance to Negro of­ficers is termed a direct violation of Army Regulation 210-10 Par.
I 19, which specifically states that 
membership shall not be -denied 
to any officer on any army post. 
This regulation is further sub­
stantiated by executive older of 
President Roosevelt on July 6, 
1944, banning any such discrimi­
nation.
At this date charges have not 
been filed but are expected within 
next 48 hours. Meanwhile the o f­
ficers involved are restricted to 
their quarters and inspected by 
armed guard every two hours.
Letters and telegrams demand­
ing that a Congressional investi­
gation be made and the removal 
of Kentucky-born Col. Solway 
•e ’  ien written by the friends 
tives of the men involved.
THE CHICAGO 3EE 
Chicago, 111.
Date Apr 2 5 j945
THE CALL & POST 
Cleveland, Ohio
Date APR 14 1945 
P»
Having successfully completed 
the Central Instructors Course at 
Tuskegee Army Air Field, former 
members of the 332nd Fighter 
Group in the European Theatre of 
Operations were assigned to du­
ties as advance single engine 
flight instructors at this station 
recently.
Reading from left to right: 1st
Lt. George Rhodes, Brooklyn,
Y.; Captain Harold E. Sawj 
Columbus, Ohio; 1st Lt. Weldon K. 
Groves, Edwardsville, Kansas; 
Captain Wendell O. Pruitt, 
Louis. Mo.; and Captain 
C. Pullam of Kansas City, 




Fighter Pilots Assigned As Instructors
THE AFRO-AliER ICAN 
.'ashington, D. C.
Date SEP 1 5  1945
p .
Training on B-29
CPL. EDWARD M. HOYLE JR.. 
AAF, Douglass High School grad­
uate and former Lincoln Univer­
sity student, who has been as­
signed to a B-29 for training at 
Roswell Field, New Mexico. He is 
the son of the late Dr. Edward M. 
Boyle of Baltimore and Mrs. 
Bertha Boyle of Washington, D.C. 
His brother, Cpl. Blyden S. Boyle 
's stationed at Camp Livingston,
THE CHICAGO DEFENDER 
C hicago, 111.
Date SEP 2 9 1945 
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Negro Air Force 
Cut To One Unit
Combine 99th, 477th; 
332nd Eliminated
(Defender W ashington Bureau)
W A S H IN G T O N , D . C. —  T h e  
A rm y  A i r  Fo rce  has recom m ended 
th a t N eg ro  com bat u n its  be re ­
duced to  a s ing le  com posite  g roup  
to  be composed o f one fig h te r  and 
one b o m b e r  
squadron.
A s  rep orted  
e x c lu s iv e ly  by ' th e  D e fender, 
tw o  w eeks ago, 
th e  332n,d F ig h t-  [ 
e r  G ro u p  w i l l  
go "by th e  board. 
T h e  99th P u r ­
s u it and the  
477th B o m b e r 
Squadrons w i l l  
m ake  up the  
n e w  group . T h e  
g roup  designa­
t io n  w i l l  p rob ­
a b ly  c on tinue  
as th e  477th
T h e  fu tu re  base lo c a tio n  fo r  the  
u n it  has ge t y e t been de te rm ined . I t  is  understood  th a t D r. F . D. 
P a tte rson , p res id en t o f Tuskegee 
In s titu te , A lab am a , is  e x e r tin g  tre ­
m endous p ressure to  have  i t  in ­
s ta lle d  a t th e  Tuskegee A r m y  A i r  
F ie ld . H o w e v e r, e q u a lly  s trong  p ressure is c o m ing  fro m  the  m en 
p re se n tly  a ttached  to  these squad­
r o n s  w h o  do n o t w a n t to  go to  T u s ­
kegee. I t  is  k n o w n  th a t ra c ia l 
tens ions in  M acon C o un ty , in  
w h ic h  Tuskegee is  located, are h igh .
Dr. Patterson
C om posite  G roup .
Negro Nurse Beaten
A  y e a r ago w h e n  a D e fe n d e r 
re p re s e n ta tiv e  v is ite d  th e  in s ta lla ­
tio n  i t  w as le a rne d  th a t th e  to w n  
o f Tuskegee a p p ro x im a te ly  tw e lv e  
m ile s  fro m  th e  base, and M o n tg o m ­
e ry  some 52 m ile s  aw ay , had  been 
te m p o ra r ily  dec lared  o u t o f  bounds 
fo r  th e  m en. B e in g  b arred  fro m  
tinese to w n s  im posed a decided re ­
s tr ic tio n .
O ne N egro  nu rse  had ju s t  p r io r  
to  th a t t im e  been s e v e re ly  beaten 
b y  a bus d r iv e r  in  M o n tg o m e ry  
and m ore  th a n  one o th e r serious 
in c id e n t had occurred  in  th e  same 
to w n  in  w h ic h  N egro  se rv ice  men 
w erd  in v o lv e d .
T h is  m uch is  k n o w n , w h e n  the  
g roup  is designated i t  w i l l  n o t op­
e ra te - f ro m  G od m an F ie ld  in  K e n ­
tu c k y .A r m y  A i r  Forces has fu r th e r  
recom m ended th a t e x is tin g  N egro 
C om bat pe rsonne l be re ta in e d  a t 
G rou p  H ead q ua rte rs , and th a t a 
s up p o rting  A i r  S e rv ic e  Squadron  
be m a in ta in e d . T h e  e s ta b lishm en t 
o f G roup  H ead q ua rte rs  w i l l  m ake  
possib le th e  re te n tio n  o f overhead  
N egro  e xe c u tive  p e rso n n e l in  h ig h  
ra n k . W ith o u t  th is  p ro v is io n , th e re  
w o u ld  be an e lim in a t io n  o f  h ig h  
ra n k in g  N e g ro  A rm y  A i r  Fo rce  
officers, since th e  sq uad ron  could  
be o fficered  b y  m en o f less ra n k  
and s t i l l  c o n fo rm  w ith  A A F  regu­
la tio n s .
Congress To ActT h e  m a in tenance  o f an A i r  S e rv ­
ice S q uad ron  w i l l  p ro v id e  fo r  Ne­
gro re p a irm e n  and m echanics con­
t in u in g  in  th e  serv ice.T h e  e x te n t o f th e  re d u c tio n  of 
the  p e rsonne l in  these u n its , ac­co rd ing  to  A A F . w i l l  be in fluenced  
by the  a v a ila b i l i ty  o f tra in e d  m en
d e s ir in g  to  re m a in  in  th e  A rm y  
A i r  Force.
T h e  w h o le  p rog ram  as recom ­
m ended has n o t been f in a l ly  acte " 
on. In  the  la s t ana lys is  th e  u lt i 
m ate  decis ion m u s t a w a it the  
te rm in a t io n  as to  th e  s tre n g th  
the. A r m y  and th e  size o f th e  A i: Forces. T h is  d e te rm in a tio n  w i l l  ! 
made a fte r  Congress has acted.
Highest Award 
Given 332nd
Mission Over Berlin 
Rates Unit Citation
1ST TO GET A W A R D
Presentation Follows 
Change in Command 
B U L L E T I N
NAPLES — The remaining 
members of the 332nd Fighter 
Group are expected to leave for 
the United States about Sept. 18.
By
AFRO War Correspondent with 
U.S. Troops in Italy 
[C o p y r ig h t . R ep ro ductio n  in w hole 
or in p a rt expressly forb id de n.]
LUCERA, Italy (By Cable)— 
Drawn up for what will probably 
be their last parade formation 
overseas, proud officers and enlist­
ed men of the 332nd Fighter Group 
recently received the Army’s Dis­
tinguished Unit Citation.
TEOTTOR’S N O TE— Th is  award is sometimes erroneously re fe rred  to as the P residentia l U n it C ita tion■ which is g iven on ly  to N aval units.]
The award, the first received by 
a large all-colored unit, was pre­
sented for outstanding perform­
ance of duty while escorting heavy 
bombers over Berlin March 24, 
1945, on one of the 15th Air Force’s 
longest missions over enemy 
"  Fritory. '  ’ "Let
In * 
but b
Followed Change of Command
presenting this well deserved 
elated award, Brig. Gen. Wil­
liam L. Lee, commanding general, 
15th Air Force, lauded the assem­
bled men for the superior record 
which the group amassed while in 
combat.
It took a change in commanding 
generals to bring about this award.
Early in June when asked why, 
the group had not received a unit 
citation. Brig. Gen. D. C. Strother, 
a Texan, said that the matter had 
been considered, but nowhere 
could be found a mission outstand­
ing enough to merit the award.
Prior to the ceremony in which 
General Lee attached the unit cita­
tion streamer to the group’s stan­
dard, Col. Elmer J. Rogers, chief 
of staff, 15th Air Force, read the 
following citation:
59 Fighters on Mission
“ On March 23, 1945. the group 
was assigned the mission of escort­
ing heavy bombers attacking the 
vital Daimler Benz tank assembly 
plant in Berlin, Germany.
“Realizing the strategic impor­
tance of the mission and fully cog­
nizant of the amount of enemy re­
sistance to be expected and the 
long range to be covered, ground 
crews worked tirelessly and with 
enthusiasm to have the planes at 
the peak of mechanical condition 
to insure success of the operation.
“ On March 24, 1945, 59 P-51’s 
rendezvoused with the bomber for­
mation. Through superior naviga­
tion and maintenance and strict 
flight discipline the group forma­
tion reached the bomber formation 
at the designated time and place.
Downed 8 Jet Planes
“ Nearing the target, 25 enemy 
planes were encountered which 
launched relentless attacks in a 
desperate effort to break up and 
destroy the bomber formation.
“Displaying outstanding courage, 
aggressiveness, and combat tech­
nique, the group immediately en­
gaged the formation in aerial com­
bat. In the ensuing engagement 
that continued over the target area, 
gallant pilots of the 332nd Fighter 
Group battled enemy fighters to 
prevent breaking up of the bomber 
formation thus jeopardizing suc­
cessful completion of this vitally 
important mission.
“ Through superior skill and de­
termination the group destroyed 
three enemy aircraft, probably de­
stroyed three, and damaged three.
“Among the claims were eight 
of the highly rated enemy jet-pro­
pelled aircraft, with no losses sus­
tained by the 332nd.
Ground Installations Damaged
“ Leaving the target area and en 
route to the base after completion 
of the primary task, planes of tile 
roup conducted strafing attacks 
against enemy ground installations 
and transportation with outstand­
ing success.
“By conspicuous gallantry, pro­
fessional skill and determination
of the pilots together with out 
standing technical skill and devo 
tion to duty of the ground person 
nel, the 332nd Fighter Group ha: 
reflected great credit upon itseli 
and the armed forces of the Unitec 
States of America.”
Who Can Wear Award
Only personnel here with the 
332nd on March 23 and 24, 194.' 
are entitled to wear the award. 
Men who have since joined the 
group may wear the framed blue 
ribbon over the righthand breast 
pocket.
The only two members of the 
unit unable to wear the award are 
two enlisted men who were in the 
stockade when the mission was 
made.
1,578 Missions Flown
The group has flown 1,578 com 
bat missions during its participa 
tion in seven campaigns. The per 
sonnel has been awarded 865 in 
dividual awards, and pilots of the 
group successfully accomplished 
more than 15,500 individual sortie: 
against the enemy, ai d destroyer 
or damaged more than 400 enemj 
aircraft.
THE AFR0 -AI.ER ICAIT 
B a ltim ore , Md.
Date JUN 8  1946
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ockbourne Revealed as 
Permanent Mixed Air Base
Colored Skymen Direct Installation First 
Time in History; Only Wac’s Uncertain
By VINCENT TUBBS 
AFRO Staff Correspondent
LOCKBOURNE AIR BASE— 
Within the next ten years this 
$7,500,000 base situated in the 
heart of the Ohio plains will be 
redesigned and reconstructed in­
to the first permanent colored- 
commanded military installation 
in the United States.
Each of the 292 temporary 
buildings within the 2 Vi -square- 
mile area of this base will be 
a permanent structure and a per­
manent Regular Army personnel 
complement of 1196 enlisted men 
and 259 officers will function 
here.
It is the first time in Armed 
Forces history that such an in­
stallation has been manned by 
colored and the first time a col­
ored officer of colonel’s rank has 
had an active service command 
over so expansive an installation.
It is permanent and not “ ex­
perimental.”
Destined to Be Best
Moreover, the program current­
ly being conducted here is such 
that, in public relations and opera­
tional functions alike, the base is 
destined to become the air corps’ 
best—without distinction as re­
gards race.
Just recently, during a county­
wide Model Aircraft Contest, base 
personnel entertained, 5,400 
guests, some 70 per cent of whom 
were white.
Each week, throughout the two 
months that colored airmen have 
been stationed here, countless 
school and civic groups, made up 
of children and their elders, have 
visited the base on educational 
and curiosity tours.
Each time, they have gone away 
awed—and convinced!
Integrated Personnel
It is significant to mention in 
this connection that there is, and 
probably always will be, a size­
able number of whites, both mili­
tary and civilian, working on the 
base,
Approximately 80 per cent of 
civilian workers are white and 
five officers, ranging in rank from 
major to second lieutenant, are 
assigned to the base, the latter 
functioning as engineers and air­
ways communication officers with 
colored enlisted men.
Interracial relations are the 
most encouraging this correspon­
dent has seen in three years of 
war and wartime writing and near­
ly six months of post-war travels 
around America.
More Mixing Coming
And, in addition (presupposing 
full implementation of the Gillem 
report recommendations), it is 
likely that additional white ground 
force and flying officers may be 
assigned to duty here.
The closing of Tuskegee Army
Air Field will, as previously re­
ported, require the Air Corps to 
distribute approximately 200 col­
ored flying officers over the na­
tion at various air fields where 
they will work with whites.
This will be an initial step to­
ward complete integration ot col­
ored into all air corps base func­
tions and it is probable that whites 
will, in turn, eventually find them­
selves assigned to this base.
Now Overstrength
As conditions now stand, how­
ever, Lockbourne is 78 officers 
and 100 enlisted men over­
strength, according to the base 
table of organization. But while 
1296 enlisted men on the base 
have signed up for the regular 
army only three officers have so 
far been accepted.
At the same time, it is esti­
mated that about 250 men will 
be separated from the service 
within the next three months, and 
air corps demobilization plans are 
constantly cutting down on the 
number of officers at the base.
Forty-six officers were recently 
released under what is called 
“ forced separation,” a demobili­
zation process based on certain 
minimum efficiency requirements 
of the Regular Army.
Only Best to Survive 
This process, affecting all bases 
alike as well as all branches of 
the service, will necessarily cut 
down officer personnel to only the 
best and purest of heart—the net 
result being that only the most 
efficient leaders will survive.
Sineo the 477th Group moved 
to this base from Godman Field 
(Ky.), approximately 290 enlist­
ed men and 110 officers have been 
discharged.
The overstrength of all types 
of personnel (except skilled tech­
nicians) creates a situation out of 
which a program of extreme selec­
tivity can be carried out.
WAC Uncertain 
The only group currently func­
tioning on the base under a veil 
of uncertainty is the 189-person 
WAC contingent commanded by 
Lieut. Oleta Crane of Wewoka, 
Okla.
The War Department has not 
yet announced whether or not 
the women are to become a part 
of the permanent Army setup al­
though indications are that their 
functions have become so indis­
pensable it would not be feasible 
to release them.
At this base, Wac’s serve as 
parachute packers, drivers, hos­
pital assistants, administrative as­
sistants, clerks, typists, and in 
a variety of other positions. 
Among them are:
Cpl. Carline Boush, Pvt. Ro­
setta Nightingale, Cpl. Beulah 
Walker and Pfc. Pearl Thompson 
of Washington; Pvt. Ada Gray .  
Pfc. Flora Walker, Cpl. Mildred 
Thomas, Pfc. Rosabelle Sharpe, 
Pvt. Luetta West, Cpl. Arlishia 
Conaway, Pvt. Frances Williams, 
and Cpl. Maria Robertson of Phil­
adelphia.
Pfc. Sarah Dorsey, Pfc. Lillie 
Thomas and Pfc. L. Y. Johnson 
of Baltimore; Pfc. Clara Laven­
der of Lancaster, Pa.
o Be Dominated by States:
EGROES MAY BE LEFT OUT 
OF AIR DEFENSE COMMAND
By JOHN H. YOUNG III, Washington Correspondent
WASHINGTON—A study of the sweeping reorganization of the Army Air Forces 
reveals that unless immediate remedying steps are taken, Negroes will be completely: 
shut out of the new and all-important Air Defense Command.
New plans of the AAF call for the setting up of three combat commands: (1) the
S tra te g ic  A i r  C om m and , (2 » the'$- A i r  D efense  C om m and  and (3) the
T a c tic a l A i r  C om m and . T h e  one N eg ro  u n i t— 477th C om posite  B o m ­b a rd m e n t G rou p  —  w i l l  f a l l  in to  e ith e r  th e  S tra te g ic  o r  T a c tic a l A i r  C om m and , b u t th e re  is  no  ind ica  t io n  th a t  N egroes w i l l  be re p re ­sented  in  the  p o w e rfu l A i r  D e­fense  C om m and.
M U S T  B E  IN T E G R A T E DT h is  new  A i r  D efense  C om m and  w i l l  be responsib le  fo r  th e  a ir  de­fense o f  th e  C o n t in e n ta l U n ite d  S ta tes  and th e  c o o rd in a tio n  o f con­t in e n ta l a ir  u n its . T h e  backbone 
o f th e  A D C  is th e  s e ttin g  up  o f th e  new  A i r  N a tio n a l G u a rd  and A i r  R eserve . These  tw o  a rm s  o f A D C  w i l l  be sca tte red  th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta tes  in  such fa s h io n  th a t  o n ly  by com p le te  in te g ra tio n  o f N e ­g ro * *  can th e re  be a n y  f a i r  and ju s t  u t i l iz a t io n  o f th e ir  serv ices.A c c o rd in g  to  an A rm y  spokes­m an , .the  A i r  N a tio n a l G ua rd  is w e ll beyond th e  paper stage since a llo tm e n ts  have  a lre a d y  been made to  th e  v a r io u s  S ta tes. H e said  th a t  i t  w o u ld  be up to  th e  S ta tes  to  set th e  p o lic y  as fa r  as th e  en­l is tm e n t o f N egroes w as concern ­ed. On th is  score i t  is fea red  th a t  S ta tes  u p h o ld in g  seg rega tion  la w s  and m a n y  o th e rs  w ou ld  re ­fuse  to  in te g ra te  N eg roes in to  th e ir  1 g uard  u n its .
B e a r in g  l i t t le  resem blance to  the
p re -w a r  A i r  N a t io n a l G ua rd  o rg a n ­iz a tio n  w h ic h  consis ted  b a s ica lly  o f  tw e n ty -n in e  o b se rva tio n  squad ro ns  w h ic h  w e re  p a r t  o f  th e  reg u ­la r  guard , the  new  A N G  w i l l  com ­p rise  3,000 p ilo ts . 3,800 n o n -ra te d  o ffic e rs  and 40,000 e n lis te d  m en in  e ig h ty - fo u r  squad rons a t seven­ty -n in e  a ir  bases. T h e  squadrons w i l l  be a llo tte d  to  th e  S ta tes  on  the basis o f p o p u la tio n .
A A F  V E T S  E L IG I B L E
A n  a ir  fo rce  e s tim a te  o f the  e q u ip m e n t to  be used in  th e  new A N G  inc ludes 2,664 a irp la n es . A 
b re akd o w n  o f th is  fig u re  show s th a t  ab ou t 1,800 o f these a irp la n es  w i l l  be f ig h te rs  o f th e  N o r th  A m e r­ican  P-51 M u s ta n g , o r  R e p u b lic  P-47 T h u n d e rb o lt type . T w e lv e  l ig h t  b o m b a rd m e n t squadrons are scheduled to  be equipped w ith  D oug las  A-26 in v a d e rs . A cco rd ­in g  to  th e  a i r  fo rce  e s tim a te , “ a ty p ic a l f ig h te r  sq uad ron  u n d e r the  proposed tab le  o r e q u ip m e n t w ou ld  have  tw e n ty - f iv e  P-47s o r 51s, fo u r  A-26s fo r  to w - ta rg e t purposes, tw o  A T 6 s  fo r  in s tru m e n t checks, one C-47 fo r  tra n s p o r t  purposes and tw o  L-5s fo r  lia is o n .”
U n d e r  th e  n ew  p lan , f ly in g  o ff i­cers, ra te d  by th e  A r m y  in  W o r ld  W a r  I I ,  a re  e lig ib le  to  jo in  the  nea res t A N G  u n it  and w 'ill be ex­pected to  p u t in  a t le a s t one fly in g
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day in  th e  w eek. T h is  m eans th a t e lig ib le s  w i l l  p rob ab ly  be g a in fu lly  em p loyed  a t o th e r  capac ities  w h ile  e n lis te d  in  th e  A N G . N egroes so em ployed cou ld  n o t tra v e l to  any d is ta n t “ segregated” u n its  and i f  b a rre d  f ro m  th e ir  local u n its  w ould be b a r ie d  f ro m  p a rtic ip a tio n .A n o th e r  hand icap  expected to be experienced  by N egroes in  th e  new A N G  is th a t  g ra d u a tin g  a v ia t io n  cadets in  the  fu tu re  w i l l  b^ as­s igned  fu r th e r  t r a in in g  w ith  the 
A N G .
INSTRUCTORSHIPS 
POSE PROBLEMA n o th e r  q uestion  in th e  s e ttin g  up o f th e  A N G  as fa r  as N egroes a re  concerned, is w h e th e r th e y  w i l l  be accepted by the  A A F  as in s tru c ­to rs . T h e  A A F  has been rece iv ing  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  in s tru c to rs  fo r  the  new  A N G  s ince la s t A p r il.  T h e  ap­p lic a tio n s  have  been received by th e  A A F  com m and ing  g e n e ra l, th ro u g h  channels , f ro m  o ffice rs  o f th e  R e g u la r  A rm y  w ho  a ie  f i r s t  l ie u te n a n ts  o r  h ig h e r, w ith  elg7it« een m o n th s  overseas service s in e *  Dec. 7, 1941.T h e  hand icap  as f p r  as N eg roes a re  concerned is th a  th e  A A F  c ir ­c u la r  w h ic h  called, fu r  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  in s tru c to rs  said  th a t  such ap­p lic a n ts , beside h a v in g  the o th e r  q u a lif ic a tio n s , m u s t “ be acceptable to  th e  S ta te  concerned.” The  c ir ­c u la r  o u tlin e d  the c la s s ific a tio n  o f o ffic e rs  w h o  w ould  be accepted as fo llo w s : ac tive  p ilo t, ra d a r o ffic e r, c o m m u n ic a tio n s  o ffic e r, fighte r in ­te rc e p to r c o n tro lle r , o r  a ir c ra f t  w a rn in g  o ffice r.Poss ib ly  even m ore  sw eep ing  th a n  th  A N G  is  the  s e ttin g  up b>- th e  A A F  o f som e 130 bases to t r a in  w h a t w i l l  be k n o w n  as th e . A i r  R ese rve  o f th e  A i r  Defense C om m and . E s ta b lis h e d  to  m a in ­ta in  in d iv id u a l p ro fic ie n c y  o f I a ll ca teg ories  o f the  A A F  rese rve  per­sonne l. th e  A i r  R e se rve  is sched­u led  to  p rovide  in te r im  t ra in in g  fo r  50.000 o fficers and  120.000 en­lis te d  m en on in a c tiv e  s ta tus . 
PERSONNEL DETERMINES 
BASESBases fo r  A R  w i l l  be selected in  accordance w 'ith  p o p u la tio n  den­s ity  o f A R  p e rsonne l and w i l l  he located in  each o f th e  fo r ty -e ig h t S ta tes. E a c h  base w i l l  have one o r  m ore  o rgan ized  com b at un its  made up e n t ire ly  o f  A R  personnel located in  the  c o m m u n ity  served by the base W h e re v e r  possible, e x is tin g  A A F  bases w i l l  be used b u t th e y  w i l l  be supp lem ented b y  th e  use o f a irp o r ts  be long ing  to  c ities .As in  th e  case o f th e  AN G , th e  s c a tte r in g  o f these  A i r  R eserve  bases th ro u g h o u t the  c o u n try  m eans th a t  th e  o n ly  fu l l  u t i l iz a ­
t io n  o f tra in e d  N e g ro  A A F  p e r­sonne l w i l l  com e in  com plete in te ­g ra tio n  a t th e  c o m m u n ity  le v e l. T h e  A A F  has disclosed no p o lic y  as to  its  in te n t to use N egroes in  th e  A i r  Reserve.
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Pictured above are LAAB officers who recently received RAcommissions. Left to Right: Capt. Paulus Taylor, Capt. 
Albert Manning, Capt. Elmore M. Kennedy, Jr., Capt. U. S. Taylor, 1st Lt. Donald A. Shelton, Capt. Woodrow W. Crock­
ett, Capt. James Carter, Capt. L. C. Smith, 1st Lt. Arthur Williams, 1st Lt. Jesse Ainsworth, Capt. Dudley M. Watson, 
Capt. Chas. I. Williams, 1st Lt. Richard B. Carter, 1st Lt.Wm. Phears, Capt. Hubert L. Jones and Capt. Vernon V. 
Haywood. (Not shown but also receiving RA appointmentsare: Maj. Wm. T. Mattison, Lt. Francis B. Collier, Capt. 
Joseph D. Ellsberry, Lt. John Suggs, and Capt. Thomas M.Clark).
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A ir Force Enlisted 
Men Can Be Pilots
W A S H IN G T O N , D . C .—E lig ib il ity  
re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  th e  a v ia t io n  cadet 
p ilo t t r a in in g  p rog ram  re ce n tly  re ­
opened by th e  A A F  T ra in in g  Com­
m and  to  R e g u la r  A rm y  en lis ted  men 
o f th e  A A F  w ere re c e n tly  an ­
nounced.
A p p lic an ts  m u s t be c u rre n tly  on 
d u ty  in  th e  c o n tin e n ta l U n ited  
: S ta tes , u n n ra rr ie d , betw een th e  ages 
o f 18 and 26„ h ig h  school g radu­
ates, o f exc e lle n t ch a ra c te r, sound 
physique and  in  good h e a lth , and 
m u s t be able to  pass a ll avija tion  
cadet q u a lif ic a t io n  e xa m ina tio n s .
Negro ^vi^ors
/ ♦N o w  th a t  th e  c o u n try  is  a t  peace and  th e  re o rg a n iz a t io n  o f 
th e  A rm e d  Fo rces  is  in  process, N egroes no te  w ith  considerab le  
ap p rehens ion  th a t  th e  A rm y  is  p la n n in g  to  m ove  a ll N e g ro  a v ia to rs  
and  en lis ted  A i r  F o rc e  personne l to  th e  Tuskegee A rm y  A i r  F ie le .
I t  is  re p o rted  th a t  P re s id e n t F . D . P a tte rs o n  o f Tuskeg ee  
p ress ing  th i3  change upon th e  W a r  D e p a rtm e n t, a lth o u g h  the  
N eg ro  N ew sp ap er P u b lis h e rs  have  re c e n tly  passed a re s o lu tio n  
cond em n ing  th e  proposed change.
I f  these re p o rts  a re  tru e  and  th e  A rm y  p lans  to  c oncen tra te  
th e  N egroes in  th e  A i r  F o rc e  a t Tuskegee, i t  w o u ld  in d ic a te  th a t 
th e  A rm y  has e ith e r  lea rned  n o th in g  f ro m  th e  re ce n t w a r  fo r  
dem ocracy, o r  th a t  i t  is  d e te rm in e d  to  p e rp e tu a te  th e  sys tem  o f 
seg reg a tion  w h ic h  gnaw s a t th e  v e ry  v ita ls  o f dem ocracy and 
tends to  h a m p e r th a t  sense o f u n ity  so necessary in  th is  c o u n try  
i f  i t  is  to  re ta in  its  p o s itio n  as th e  le a d in g  n a tio n  on  e a rth .
T h e  b u lk  o f o u r  w h ite  people a re  n o t d e m a n d in g  a n y  such 
step and  have  n e ve r dem anded i t ,  w h ile  th e  N egroes a re  u n a lte r ­
a b ly  opposed to  a n y  such p e rp e tu a tio n  o f th e  j im -c ro w  m il i t a r y  
system .
T h e  N e g ro  a v ia to rs  a re  one h u n d re d  p e r c e n t opposed to  the 
proposed change, espec ia lly  those  w h o  a re  n o t s ta tio n e d  a t T u i - 
kegee, and  w e  fe e l th a t  th e y  have  earned  th e  r ig h t  to  p ro te s t.
D u r in g  th e  w a r, b o th  th e  A rm y  and N a v y  top  o ff ic ia ls  con­
tended  th a t  th e y  cou ld  n o t es tab lish  m ixe d  u n its  because th e y  
w e re  engaged in  f ig h t in g  a w a r  and  n o t in  s o lv in g  th e  race p ro l -  
le m ; b u t n o w  th e  w a r  is  ove r, th e y  can go a  lo n g  w a y  to w a rd s  
s o lv in g  th e  race p rob lem  in  th e  A rm e d  Fo rc e s  w ith o u t  a n y  delay 
i f  th e y  a re  s incere  a b o u t w a n t in g  to  e s tab lish  a  sense o f n a tio n a l 
hom og ene ity .
T h e  N egroes in  th e  A i r  Fo rc e s  shou ld  be d is tr ib u te d  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  A i r  F o rc e  ju s t  l ik e  o th e r  A m eric a n s .
A l l  separa te  N eg ro  u n its  shou ld  be d isbanded fo r th w ith  and 
th e ir  p e rsonne l tra n s fe rre d  to  so-called  w h ite  u n its , o r  w h ites  
placed in  th e  “ N e g ro " u n its , b o th  o ffic e rs  and  e n lis te d  m en.
I f  th e  B ra z ilia n s  can do th is , th e n  th e  N o r th  A m e ric a n s  can 
a lso do i t .  vT h e re  is  no  re a l o p p o s itio n  to  i t  except f r o m  top  o ff ic ia ls  and 
a  fe w  p ro fe ss io n a l N ord ics .
I n  o rd e r to  re ta in  its  p o s itio n  as th e  g re a te s t w o r ld  p ow er the  
U n ite d  S ta tes  is  n ow  dependent Upon a l l  o f  th e  peoples o f the  
W e s te rn  H em isp he re . D o in g  a w a y  w ith  th e  c o lo r  lin e  in  the  
A rm e d  Fo rces  w o u ld  be m ore  e ffe c tive  th a n  a n y  o th e r  m easure  
in  re a s s u rin g  colored A m e ric a n s  on bo th  c o n tin e n ts  o f th e  W e s te rn  
W o r ld  th a t  th e  U n ite d  -S ta tes is  s incere  in  its  p ro fe ss io n  o f f u l l  
e q u a lity  and  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  a ll
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Col. Parrish Leaves T A A F  
A s Base Declared Surplu
T U S K E G E E  —  (A  N  P ) —  C o l. 
N oe l F . P a r r is h , c o m m a n d in g  o f f i ­
cer o f  Tuskegee A r m y  A i r  F ie ld  
s ince  1942, has  been tra n s fe rre d  to  
th e  a ir  c o m m a n d  a n d  s ta f f  schoo l 
a t  M a x w e ll F ie ld , i t  w as an n o u nc e d  
la s t w eek as th e  a rm y  a i r  fo rc e  de­
c la red  th is  base “ s u rp lu s  to  its  
needs."
Used fo r  th e  w a r  t im e  t r a in in g  o f  
N eg ro  p ilo ts , th e  base is to  be t u r n ­
ed o ve r to  th e  W a r  Assets A d m in is ­
t r a t io n  fo r  d isposa l i f  th e  w a r  de­
p a r tm e n t does n o t  desire  i t  fo r  
o th e r  m i l i t a r y  uses.
T h e  to w n  o f Tuskeg ee  a nd  T u s ­
kegee I n s t i t u te  w i l l  seek to  
th e  base i f  ta m e d  o v e r  to  
d iv id in g  th e  p ro p e r ty  a nd  
w as le a rn e d  h e re . A  p la n  fo r  
s io n  has a lre a d y  been w orked  
I n  le a v in g , C o l. P a r r is h  said  
“ T h e  f ie ld  h a s  accom p lished  
beyond  th e  p la n  t h a t  s ta r te d  
in  1941 and  i t  is  w i th  deepes, 
g re t t h a t  I  m u s t p a r t  w i th  
m a n y  d e a r fr ie n d s  I  h ave  
a m o n g  th e  cap ab le  o ffic e rs , 
ed m e n  a nd  c iv i l ia n s  h e re . 1 
h a p p y , h o w e v e r, t h a t  I  s ha  1 
n e a r  e n o u g h  to  v is i t  Tuskeg ee  
and  th e n .
i t  
d i v i-  
o u t.
fa r  
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End of Tuskegee 
as Air Field Seen
TUSKEGEE —  (AN P) —  War 
Department plans are reported to 
call for the transfer of all Air 
Force personnel here to Lock- 
bourne Army Air Base before the 
end of September.
According to reliable sources, 
only 10 colored officers will re­
main at Tuskegee Army Air Field, 
along with 17 white officers.
All pilots in process of transfer 
are slated to go to LockboUrne, 
located near Columbus, O., and 
such transfer will affect all men 
other than the officers around the 
middle of September.
Field to Be Inactivated
Some reduction of personnel 
was made between July 31 and 
Aug. 29. On July 31, there were 
approximately 865 enlisted men 
and 266 officers here; on Aug. 23, 
there were 842 enlisted men and 
150 officers.
A ll military personnel, other 
than rated officers who are not 
A ir Corps personnel, will prob­
ably be assigned to the ground 
forces at other stations, it was 
learned.
Remaining personnel will likely 
close the field here in the near 
future to mark finish to Tuskegee
as a training center for the Army 
Air Forces.
Lockboume is said to be func­
tioning as a tactical unit and 
training center for  future Air 
Force personnel.
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R o l e  o f  C o l o r e d  P i l o t s  
P u z z l e s  W a r  D e p a r t m e n t
By ALVIN A. WEBB
An announcement from the War Department last week that pilot training will 
reopened in the Army Air Forces on Oct. 15 with a quota of 575 officers in the first 
class has again revived the question of whether or not the Army will include Negro 
pilots in this important phase of its peacetime program.
[ T h e  recen t c los ing  o f th e  Tuske --^  gee A rm y  A i r  F ie ld  by th e  W a r 'ta in  m em bers  o f  o u r  group . D e p a r tm e n t is considered s ig n if i­c a n t by m a n y  observers w h o  in te r ­p re t th is  a c tio n  as an a tte m p t to  I close the  peacetim e a v ia t io n  doors jin  th e  faces o f  th e  A rm y 's  colored f lie rs .
A  spokesm an in  th e  P u b lic  R e ­la tio n s  D iv is io n  o f the  A r m y  A i r  Fo rces  o ffic e s  to ld  T h e  C o u r ie r  
th a t  "a s  fa r  as I  k n o w  q u a lif ie d  N eg ro  A A F  o ff ic e rs  w ou ld  be e lig i­b le fo r  th e  p ilo t t r a in in g  to  be re ­opened in  O c to b e r."
F A C E  H A N D IC A P S
T h e  A A F  re lease d is tr ib u te d  on Sept. 12, s ta te s : "O v e r  250 q u a lif ie d  a p p lic a n ts  in  th e  A i r  T r a in in g  C om m and are a w a it in g  a ss ig n m e n t to  th e  f i r s t  class. T h e  P e rso n n e l P ro c u re m e n t B ra n c h  has an  add i­t io n a l 325 a p p lic a n ts  to  com plete  th e  quota . O n ly  A A F  o ff ic e rs  on d u ty  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes  a re  e lig ib le  fo r  p ilo t  t r a in in g  a t th is  t im e .”  T h e  t ra in in g  w i l l  be con­ducted in  San A n to n io , Texas.
A s p o in ted  o u t in  a p re v io u s  C o u r ie r  a rtic le , the  n4w  A i r  N a - G ua rd  as set up  b y  th e  W a r  a t leaves th e  decis ion in
o f  N egroes a re  concerned. On th is  score i t  is fea red  th a t  S ta te s  up­h o ld in g  seg regation  la w s  (as in  San A n to n io , Te xa s ) w o u ld  re fuse  to  in te g ra te  N egroes in to  th e ir  G u a rd  u n its .U n d e r the  new  p la n , fly ing : o f­fice rs , ra ted  by th e  A rm y  in  W o r ld  W a r  I I ,  a re  e lig ib le  to  jo in  th e  n e a re s t A N G  u n it ,  and  w i l l  be expected to  p u t in  a t le a s t one f ly in g  day in  th e  w eek. T h is  means th a t  e lig ib les  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be g a in ­fu l l y  em p loyed  a t o th e r  capacities w h ile  e n lis te d  in  th e  A N G . N e­groes so em ployed could  no t tra v e l to  a n y  d is ta n t "s e g reg a te d " un its  and i f  b a rre d  fro m  th e ir  local u n its  w o u ld  be b a rre d  fro m  par­tic ip a t io n .
C IT E  A C C E P T A B IL IT Y
O ne o th e r question  in  th e  sg tting  up o f  the  A N G  as fa r  as Negroes a re  concerned, is  w h e th e r  th e y  w il l  be accepted by th e  A A F  as in ­s tru c to rs . T h e  A A F  has been re­c e iv in g  a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  in s tru c to rs  fo r  th e  new  A N G  s ince la s t A p r il T h e  ap p lica tions  have  been rpceiv- ed by th e  A A F  c o m m a n d in g  gen­e ra l, th ro u g h  channe ls , f ro m  o f f i ­cers o f the  R e g u la r  A r m y  w ho are f i r s t  lie u te n a n ts  o r  h ig h e r, witfc e ighteen m o n th s  overseas serv ic i s ince Dec. 7. 1941.T h e  hand icap  fa c in g  colore< p ilo ts  Is th a t  th e  A A F  cit-cula w h ic h  called  fo r  a p p lica tions  fo in s tru c to rs  said  th a t  such appli cants, beside h a v in g  th e  o n ly  q ua il f ic a tio n s , m u s t “ be acceptable ti the  S ta te  concerned.”
THE PEOPLE'S VOICE
New York City-
Date SEP 14 1946
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Tuskegee Airmen To Lockboume
T ’T T e v T m i T E '  i  a  N P i  __  W n v  r>e- J u lv  31. th e re  w ere  a rm ro x lU S K E G E . CA ) —  a r  De 
pa r tm e n t p lans  a re  rep orted  to  c a ll 
to r  th e  t ra n s fe r  o f a ll a ir  fo rce  p e r­
sonne l here- to  L o c kb o u m e  A rm y  
A ir  Base before  th e  end o f S e p te m ­
ber.
A ccord ing  to  re lia b le  sources, o n ly  
10 N egro ra te d  o ffice rs  w il l  re m a in  
a t  Tuskegee A rm y  A ir  fie ld  a long  
w ith  17 w h ite  ra te d  officers. A l l  
p ilo ts  in  process o f t ra n s fe r  a re  
s lated  to  go to  L o c kb oum e , located  
near C o lum bus, O., and  such tra n s ­
fe r  w i l l  a ffe c t a ll m en  o th e r  th a n  
th e  ra te d  officers a round  th e  m id ­
d le o f Sep tem ber.
m R e d u c tio n  o f personnel s ta rte d
etw een J u ly  31 and  A ug us t 29. O n
y , p p r im a te ly  | 
865 e n lis te d  m e n  a n d  266 o fficers; 
o n  A u g u s t 23, th e re  w ere  842 en­
lis te d  m e n  and  150 o fficers. A l l  m i l i ­
ta r y  personne l, o th e r  th a n  ra te d -o f­
fic e rs  w h o  a re  n o t a ir  corps person­
n e l, w i l l  p robab ly  be assigned to  th e  
g round  forces a t  o th e r  s ta tio n s  i t  
was learned .
R e m a in in g  personne l w i l l  l iv e ly
close th e  sub jec t f ie ld  h e re  in
near' fu tu re  to  m a rk  f in is h  to  T u s ­
kegee as a t ra in in g  c e n te r fo r  th e  
a rm y  a ir  forces. L o c kb o u m e  is  said  
to  be fu n c t io n in g  as a ta c tic a l u n it  
and t ra in in g  c e n te r fo r  fu tu re  a ir  
fo rce  personnel.
the
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VIETS INVITE 
99TH PILOTS TO 
POSTWAR JOBS
No Color Line In USSR, 
Says Unionist At 
London Parley
By HENRY LEE MOON
(Defender Staff Correspondent)
LONDON — Faced with 
probable job discrimination 
by commercial airlines at 
home, U. S. army-trained
Negro pilots and other tech­
n ic ians  m a y  have  an o p p o rtu n ity  
to  u t il iz e  th e ir  s k ills  a fte r  the  w a r 
in  S o v ie t Russia.
V a s ili V . K usne tsov , head o f the  
R ussian  de legation  to  the  W o rld  
i T rad e  U n io n  C onference and c h a ir­
m an o f th e  p o w e rfu l A l l-U n io n  
C e n tra l C o un c il o f T rad e  U n io ns  o f 
th e  U S S R , th is  w eek  to ld  the  D e­
fend e r:
“ O u r  vas t re co n s tru c tio n  and re ­
h a b ilita t io n  p rog ram  w i l l  re q u ire  
trem endous ra w  m a te r ia l, m a­
c h in e ry  and m anpow er. W e w i l l  no t 
be satis fied  m e re ly  to  re b u ild  the 
devasta ted areas on a par w ith  
th e ir  p re -w a r le ve l. W e’re  going | 
to  im p ro v e  and expand o u r in d u s ­
tr ies , tra n s p o rt and com m un ica­tion s  and o u r a g ric u ltu re . N a tu r ­
a lly , w e w i l l  w e lcom e those tech­
n ic ians  w hose s k il ls  can m ake a 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to  o u r reco n s tru c tio n  
p rog ram .”
w h o  re m a in ed  in  Lorn
o f th e  C o n tin u in g  com m ittee  w l 
has d ra w n  up proposals fo r  a new 
p e rm a n en t w o r ld  fe d e ra tio n  o f 
trad e  un ions, speaks f lu e n t Eng lish  
and is  w e ll acqua in ted  w ith  the 
A m e ric a n  scene, h a v in g  spent sev­
e ra l years  w o rk in g  in  a irc ra f t  and 
a u to m o b ile  p lan ts  in  Chicago and 
D e tro it.
N o D is c r im in a tio n
W h ile  no  p lan  fo r  the  re c ru it 
m e n t o f m a n p o w e r fro m  A l l ie  
c o u n tr ie s  had been fo rm u la te d  
K usne tsov  po in ted  o u t th a t his 
c o u n try ’s need was g re a t and tha 
in  m ee ting  th a t need, the re  “ w o u ld  
o f course, be no  d is c rim in a t io n  .on j 
account o f race, c o lo r o r creed.' We 
do n o t to le ra te  such d is c rim in a tio n  
in  the S o v ie t U n io n . W e in te n d  
en la rg e  both  o u r  a irc ra f t produc 
tio n  and o u r a ir  tra n s it.  W e do not 
a n tic ip a te  any u n e m p lo ym en t. We 
expect an expansion o f a l l  o u r  in ­
d u s tr ie s .”
T h e  U S S R  w i l l  p rob ab ly  n o t em 
b a rk  upon th e  same k in d  o f re c ru it 
m e n t p rog ram  th e  c o u n try  used i t  
th e  la te  tw e n tie s  and e a rly  th ir t ie s  , 
th e  S o v ie t delegate said. A t  th a t*  
t im e  th e re  w e re  v e ry  fe w  Sovie  
eng ineers  and technic ians. I t  was 
necessary to  depend upon fo re ig n  
assistance. Eng ineers , techn ic ians 
and s k ille d  w o rk e rs  w e re  broughi 
in  fro m  th e  U n ite d  States, B r ita in  
G e rm an y , F rance , I ta ly ,  Scanda- 
n a v ia  and o th e r c o u n tries . P ro m is ­
in g  y oung  S o v ie t w o rk e rs , am onf 
th e m  K usne tsov , w e re  sent abroat 
to  le a rn  b y  doing, th a t is, to  w o rk  
on  p ro d u c tio n  lin e s  in  fo re ig n  p lan ts .
T o d a y , the  p ic tu re  has changec 
som ew ha t, K usne tsov  said. “ Whil< 
th e  p rog ram  b e fo re  us is g igantic ,' 
he added, “ w e  m ay  n o t need as 
m uch  o u ts id e  assistance as w e  die 
in  those days. W e n o w  have 1 
m en and w om en  w ho  can n o t onl; 
produce, b u t w ho  can a lso  
others. Nevertheless, there 
doubtlessly be opportunities
4   ----------‘    --------------------- — — T '
the full use of highly skilled per-
■ so rm e l.’
In  its  f in a l sessions the  demands 
o f the  co lo n ia l delegates to th e  | 
W o r ld  T ra d e  U n io n  C onference 
w e re  endorsed b y  the c o n tin u in g  
com m ittee . The  group called  fo t  
“ an end to  the sys tem  o f colonies, 
dependencies and sub ject count 
tr ie s ”  in  the  m a n ife s to  issued by 
the  c o m m itte e  a t its  closing session, 
T h u rs d a y , Feb . 22.
Delegates fro m  B r it is h  coloniejs 
in  A fr ic a  ancT A m erica  had  fo *-m " 
la ted  a s e ries ' o f demands 
p ro v a l by th e  c o n fe rr 
dem anded:
1. T h e  a b o lit iM t o f 
and a ll ra c ia l fu s c r im if ia -  
p u b lic  and p r iv a te  e m p lo ym ..2. T h e  a b o lition  o f fo rced  la b tr^  
c h ild  la b o r, peonage and a ll fo rm s 
o f s la ve ry .3. A b o lit io n  o f pass l a "  
la t io n  and the es ta b lishm en t 
r ig h t  to  free assem bly, fre e  sp 
fre e  press and fre e  m ovem ent.
4. E c u a l pay fo r  equa l w o rk ,
respective  o f race, co lo r, creed 
sex. : ■5. A b o li t io n  o f T id a l  d iser m in a - 
t io n  aga inst th e  a d m itta m e  Of 
A fr ic a n  and colored w o rk e rs  in to  
e x is tin g  v . ii ite  trade un ions.
6. Mode m iz a tio n  o f la b o r and 
soc ia l le g is la tio n  !n the  cob - ; '-s.
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T oo Negro Pilot
v - ARCHER LEADS ALL 
U. S. NEGRO AIRMEN
Atlantic City, Jan. 29.—Ten 
kills—four In the air and six on 
the ground—make Lieut. Lee 
A. Archer Jr . of New York city 
the nation's No. 1 Negro fighter 
pilot.
A member of the famed all- 
Negro 332d Fighter Group In 
Italy, the P-51 Mustang pilot, son 
Lee A. Archer of 350 West 
119th street, raised his score of 
In the air from one to four 
a m atter of minutes during a 
over Hungary.
Buddy, Capt, Wendell 
of S t  Louis, and I  were 
cruising along by ourselves when 
we spotted twelve German fight- 
” said the lieutenant now here 
the A. A . F . Redistribution 
for a  new assignment 
138 combat mis­
sions. ouic« we were in Mus­
tangs, that made It about even 
and we decided'to Jump them
Pruitt got two and I  got three 
before the rest of our squadron 
came along and .knocked down, 
the other seven. I t  was one good 
fight.”
Lieut. Archer entered the serv-j 
Ice as a private two days before] 
the Pearl Harbor attack and went 
Into the Aviation Cadets a  year 
later. The majority of his mis­
sions were low-level attacks 
against barges, trains, truck con­
voys and troop concentrations.
One such low level strafing 
sweep—on a Friday the 13th—al­
most lowered the curtain on 
Lieut. Archer’s flying career.
“Coming back from an escort 
mission,” he said, "we strafed .a 
railroad yard, an airfield and a 
train—and then we found an am­
munition dump. When it blew up 
It punctured my gas tank, but I  
got out of enemy territory before 
I  ran dry and had to make a 
dead-stick landing. The »«arr'
thing happened to Pruitt that
day.”
The New York fighter pilot, 
who swears the P-51 can outfight 
anything the Germans can put In 
the air, wears the/DFC, the Air 
Medal with nine clusters, -nd
three battle stars on the Mediter­
ranean Theater ribbon.

THE NET.Y YORK AGE
New York City-
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OUR NEGRO PILOTS
1*he Wat Department has just released
some interesting statistics on the num­
ber o£ Negroes in the Army Air Forces two 
days before V-J Day. For obvious reasons of 
security, this information could not be made 
public before now. Over 6,000 Negro techni­
cians, mechanics and pilots were in the Air 
Corps, it can now be revealed.
Training in the Air Forces technical 
schools throughout the country and at Tus- 
kegee Army Air Base, many of this group of 
6,000 saw overseas service in the Mediterran­
ean Theatre of Operations with the 99th 
Fighter Squadron and the 332nd Fighter 
Group. A  large number of these men, offi­
cers as well as enlisted personnel, are now as­
signed to the 477th Composite Group, pres­
ently enroutc to Lockbourne Army Base, Co­
lumbus, Ohio, which will become its perman­
ent home. '
One cannot go through the statistics as to 
the number of highly trained pilots, naviga­
tors, bombardiers, mechanics, etc., without 
also wondering about the future of the Ne­
gro in flying. There is little likelihood, for 
instance, that all of the Negro pilots who 
want to remain in the service, will be kept 
when it is reduced to peace-time strength. 
Nor is there the possibility that those trained 
in communications, navigation, weather, or 
any of the other highly specialized and tech­
nical skills, will remain in the service.
Commerical aviation being what it is, the 
future of the Negro in flying is extremely dim 
and will remain so unless new companies 
are created which will employ qualified Ne­
gro pilots, not because of their color but de­
spite their color - in other words the only j 
yard stick will be the ability of the man, with 
color no handicap. Y7-Y
t{Ut, to get back to the statistics just re­
leased, there Was a total of 563 pilots as of 
August 31 , 1945, broken down as follows: 130 
■single engine pilots : '223 single engine'fight­
ers: 1 twin engine bomber; 100 twin engine 
pilot: 2 twin engine fighters; 89 B-25 pilbts; 
1 B-24 pilot; 9 single engine service pilbts; 
7 flight test maintenance officer pilots; and 
1 weather officer pilot.
There were 130 navigators, 72 of whom 
were navigator - bombardiers; 189 bombar-
T
Twenty-two of Newest Group Assigned to Air Force . . .  Seven Are 
Quartermaster Officers, Two With Infantry and One Is a Chaplain
ES JRJ L & c iSi h j , !  0By LEM GRAV Z«at«M /
(P it ts b u rg h  C o u r ie r  P ress  S e rv ice )
«2-5 ’
WASHINGTON—In the latest group of officers awarded regular Army commis- 
there are thirty-two Negroes, twenty-two of these new regular Army officers are 
to the Air Force. There are seven Quartermaster officers, two Infantry of­
f i c e r s  and one chaplain. ' *
In c lu d e d  in  th e  n ew es t l is t  a re  
F i r s t  L ie u t.  B e n  Johnson , w e ll-  
k n o w n  tra c k  s ta r ;  C ap t. C laude 
G ovan, e x -A ll-C IA A  fu llb a c k  a t 
S h a w  .U n iv e rs ity , and M a j. E d w a rd  
Gleed, d e p u ty  w in g  com m and e r o f 
the  332nd F ig h te r  W in g , and  a fa ­
m ous W o r ld  W a r  I I  l ig h te r  p ilo t.
T h e  re g u la r  A rm y  o ffic e rs  a re  
F i r s t  L ie u t.  W i l l ia m  B riscoe , A t ­
la n ta , Ga.; F i r s t  L ie u t.  R o y  B u r le y ,
S an  A n to n io , T e x .; C apt. H a n n ib a l 
Cox, C hicago, 111.; F i r s t  L ie u t.  R a y -
( C o n tin u ed  o n  P a g e  S, C ol. 7 ) 
— END JIM CROW IN WASHINGTON—
32 Get Regular 
Army Commissions
(C ontin ued , f r o m  P a g e  1)
m ond D e w b e rry , P it ts b u rg , K a n .; 
F i r s t  L ie u t.  F lo y d  C rouch  J r., S t. 
L o u is ; F i r s t  L ie u t. C laude D ixo n , 
N e w  O rle an s ; C apt. H a r r y  F e rn a n ­
dez, C a rv e r, M ass.; Second L ie u t. 
C a rl B. F o u n ta in , W in s to n -S a le m , 
N . C.; M a j. E d w a rd  Gleed, L a w ­
rence, K a n .; C apt. C laude G ovan, 
N e w a rk , N . J .; Second L ie u t. 
T h o m a s  H a r r is  J r., B ro o k ly n , N . Y .;  
Second L ie u t.  K a r l  H  o 1 i  f  i  e 1 d, 
S e a ttle , W a s h .; Second L ie u t.  Ros­
w e ll Jackson , A t la n ta , G a.; Capt. 
M e lv in  Jackson , W a s h in g to n , D . C.; 
F i r s t  L ie u t. S ila s  J a n k in s , L a n s in g , 
M ic h .; F i r s t  L ie u t. A n d re w  Joh n ­
son J r., G reensboro, N . C .; F i r s t  
L ie u t. B en  Johnson, B u r lin g to n ,
2-5
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N . J .;
M a j. E lm e r  Jones, W a s h in g to n ; 
F i r s t  L ie u t.  P a u l L e h m a n , Los  A n ­
geles; Capt. C la rence  L e s te r, C h i­
cago; C apt. C ra w fo rd  L y d le  J r., 
M uskogee, O k la .; F i r s t  L ie u t.  Jam es 
M c F a tr id g e , C in c in n a t i;  C ap t. M il-  
ledge M osby, N e w  Y o r k ;  F i r s t  
L ie u t. L in c o ln  N e lson , L o s  A ng e les ; 
F i r s t  L ie u t.  J. R e c to r, P it ts b u rg h ; 
F i r s t  L ie u t. W i l la rd  S te w a rt, W a s h ­
in g to n ; F i r s t  L ie u t. C. F .  S tro m a n , 
N e w  Y o r k ;  Second L ie u t.  A lfo n s o n  
T o le r , B lue fie ld , W . V a .; C apt. 
George W illia m s , F lo ren c e , S. C.; 
F i r s t  L ie u t. Y a n c e y  W ill ia m s , T u lsa , 
O k la ., and  Second L ie u t.  K e n n e th  
O. W o ffo rd , S p rin g fie ld , M o.
U. S. Negroes Helped 
To Make Atomic Bombs
WASHINGTON— A large num­
ber of Negroes worked on the atomic 
bomb. This fact was made official by 
an Office of War Information re­
lease sent out following the statement 
that the War Manpower Commission 
had recruited 179,000 workers for the 
super-secret atomic bomb project.
From Chicago a young Negro wis- 
ard of mathematics helped construct 
the deadly atom bomb.
That information came last week j 
from officials of the University of | 
Chicago here where scientific research 
work on the atom bomb has been 
directed by Dr. A. H. Compton, the 
nation’s foremost atom expert, for i 
the past two years. The result of the 
findings here \ is said to have made 
possible the construction of atom bomb 
plants at Oak Ridge, Tenn., and 
Richland Village, Wash.
Among the Chicago scientists listed 
on the project were Edward A. Rus­
sell; Moddie Taylor; Harold Delaney; 
Benjamin Scott; J .  Ernest Wilkins 
and Jasper Jeffries.
The youngest of the group prob­
ably was Dr, J . Ernest Wilkins, a 
wizard of mathematics, who astound­
ed the world two years ago when he 
received his Ph.D. degree at 19. The 
t government brought the youthful 
mathematician here from Tuskegee 
where he had been teaching mathe­
matics to aid cadets, to devote full 
time to the atom bomb project.
In New York City, pr. William
J. Knox headed a group of scientists 
at Columbia University, Working 
with him were Sidney Thompson, 
George W. Reed,' Sherman Carter, 
Robert J. Omohundro, Lloyd Qnar- 
terman ar.d Clarence Turner,
The work of the Negro .scientist* it 
known only to governmental authori­
ties. The work of the army of scient­
ists was kept secret because of se­
curity reasons.
(Continued on page 6)
I
Negroes Help j 
Make A-Bomb
(Continued from Page 2)
It is significant that some of the 
scientists selected were products of 
Negro colleges and universities.
Because of the eytreme secrecy, 
WMC officials said, the recruiting 
job was one of the most difficult un­
dertaken by WMC end recruiting 
(tSt is continuing.
Unlike most such programs, which 
originate on the local level and are 
routed through state and regional of­
fices to Washington, the request for 
workers for, the super-bomb project 
was placed directly before WMC by 
the Army in Washington, according 
to the Recruitment and Transporta-j 
tion flection of the WMC,
■ Workers recruited for the project 
were unaware of the nature of the 
job even after they had been employ- 
led some months, and USES official,, 
(recruiting workers were told merely 
[to refer them to a “highly secret proj­
ect.”
j Of the 179,000 workers recruited, 
approximately 80,000 were for the 
Hanford project, approximately 90,- 
000 for the Clinton project and ap­
proximately 9,000 for all the other 
parts of the Manhattan District ac­
tivity as it was referred to by the 
(Army.
